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2. VICTORIA SCHOOL, BROCKVILLE.
From a recent report of the Local Superintendent of Schools in

the town of Brockville we select the following:-
The apparatus which your board has secured for the school is a

great.improvement, as it gives the school a higher position in the es-
tination of the community, and presents a strong attraction to the
pupils. As it is gradually made use of in the conduct of the School,I am, persuaded that it will elevate the general standing of the pu-
pils and School.

You have acted with intelligence and much judiciousness in grant-
ilg prizes.* These will furnish a spur to ail to study, and those who
are unsuccessfuil in one competition, will be stinulated to make
greater exertions in the future. My expierience has been that prizes
are an excellent feature of any school,and that the objections brought
against them are greatly more than coiunter-balanced by the pood they
do. One thing is greatly needed, punctual attendance on the part of
pupils. Many are yet very irregular in their attendance, too manydrop n late, and great is the injury which is thus done to all parties.
This at present is the greatest evil in the school.

I shall close with a few suggestions to your board, which I thinik
are worthy of you.r consideration.

1. The first division is too unwieldy for one teacher, and for vig-orous working needs to be divided.
2. The mid-summer examination would be a more suitable tine

for the distribution of prizes, when the classes have been carried up
to the standard in each division.

3. It would serve both as a stimulus and reward to success, if the
names of the successful competitors for prizes were published in ourlocal papers.

4r I would suggest the propriety, as speedily as possible, of secu-rig a library for the use of teachers and pîupils. It is nnch neededan iu places where it has been obtained, has been followed by ex-cellent resuits.
5. The teaching of vocal Music in the school appears to nie a verydesirabe thiug, and is becoming more common in our schools. Ilmany ways it has a good effect upon the pupils.6. I would also recommend that the ten commandmsents should betaught in the school.

3. CIRCULAR FROM THE LOCAL SUPERINTENDENT
TO THE TRUSTEEs AND RATEPAYERS OF SCHOOL DISTRICT

NO. 1, COUNTY OF BRUCE.
(Inserted by reqest.)

GENTLEMEN,-Findiing great difficulty in getting many of you to-gether at School Lecture meetings, and the subject of Education iot
at all comnanding that share of attention we should like, I havetaken the liberty, ti, trouble and expeuse of addressing you on the
most important subject by the press.

I know the country is new, and the settlers generally poor; and,
Compared to other places, there is much to commend and to coinfort.But still a great deal remains to be done that should and could bedone with no loss, but mnuch profit and honor to the whole coinmru-
ity--especially the youth on whose training the piety, the morality,the wealth andI prosperi ty of the whole country so much depend. -The old people are almo rst worn out and will soon be in the graveand the country with all it contains will very shortly be in the handsof the youth, and the mreasure of their success shAll depend on thetraining we shall be able to give them.
Permit me, th erefore, gentlemen, to call your attention to thefact as deserving solein coiÂderation, made known by the lasthalf-yearly returns, that of 2026 register scholars only 618 averageseholars of teaching timre are made out ; and if we add, one-fifth thatare never sent at all, th- attendance of our district is only one-fourthOf tRe ehildren of school age. Placeing a great number on the schoolRegister amounts to very little, when we find some names for oneday i the year, a great many froin one to twentg dails and continu-airg every single day, it ta5ks % reg:,ter scholars to make an arc/ave, one of full tiare. Tii, I pulish f< conviction and correction.Thero is a smii ijicreîse of th, 'iast year over the previous, however,far short of what it sIioid bc - for à would cost you. littie, perhapSnot one cent to double the attondanco oi <ur schools, they be irg ail

fow free.
As schools houses arr norw built very conveniently at a regulardistance from a quartcr o a ruile t' 2l, all children from 6 to 12years of age should attend as a nm1attr of sacred duty, whilst ateacrer is eugage'i, pia by the ict.n, and charging no fees. Weare careful ht, to luI rt oIur horserý or oxeu by using theu too young.Shosec we not be equiaily c ul of our children ? If you give themthe second six years ii ch oi they ought to have the elenents ofan fngli Education. They are ont of your way, being under thea careful guardian, more safe from injury and accident, and
oht8iued bora the Educational Departinent, Toronto.

the last three years of their school time, if poverty or necessity re-
quire it, may be used by the parent.

Il the Southern States where four millions of slaves are sold and
bought as animails or chattels they are not wrought for fear of hurt-
ing theni, but allowed to run wild till 12 years of age. Should not
we show equal care of our own children, with all our boast of supe-
rior freedoi and christian civilization ? No fees being required,
you, gentlemen, as you love your children, love to see a growth of
the mind as well as ihat of the body-as you love your country and
the vast interests of the immortal soul, and without confusion give
account to God for your charge, give that training to your child
that God puts withiu your reach.

Wiat a sin and disgrace that when the good, the wealthy, and
the intelligent party of the community build a school house and en-
gage to pay a teacher for the education of the children of the poor,
that the undutiful and miserable parent neglects and despises the
favour, and in spite of the love and patriotismn of others, force on
his unihappy of prig one of the worst hereditary evils that can af-
flict hulaty-which is gross ignorance.

if this will continue, the State after the example of other coun-
tries, beinig the truc guardian of the weak, the injured, and the op-
pressed, will and should interfere, and fine this as a crime, when
not excused by sickiess or some natural necessity.

Look at the weak and helpless condition of a wild Indian, a South
Sea Islander, or a poor African, and you clearly see in comparison
with intelligent and properly trained people, the weakness, the su-
perstition, the destitution, and the awful miseries entailed upon
manr by ignorance, and that it has been well said that "Knowledge
is botter than strength." Yea by its aid we fintd not unrfrequently one
man doing what 20,000 men couldi never think of doing.

Wlhence our conjugal virtue, and social order, our commerce, our
wealthî, our alnost muiraculous power of travel, manufacture and
trafic ?-fromn training. Knowledge thinks nothing of taking a
tramrrp round the world with 4 *rr 8,000 tons, on a trackless path
never seen before, at the rate of 12 or 15 miles per hour. Take up
10,000 men, with all their arias or baggage, and with a power be-
gotten by few splinters of wood, run with them, if they please asleep,
from 30 to 60 miles an hour on a land route. Or hold conversation
with the man on the other side of the earth as on the other side of
the street, or along the very bottom of the ocean, for 2,000 miles
or more.

But more particularly, Whence the many thousand comforts of
the poor untutored man in the midst of light and civilization 1 Are
they not greatly from the knowledge of others ? Blessings spread
around hi unconsciously, like the liglt of the sun on the animal
whichi never uniderstands whence the berefit is enjoyed. The child in
his trying struggles and weary pilgrimage through a life of sorrow,
in a fallen state, is greatly favored by throwing light on his path.
Your do this as you enlighten his mind : enlarge his capacity to deal
with tire sure opposition of bis lot, and make the very best of the
favourable winrd in his sails by teaching him to set them to the
very best advantage.

Tierefore, the voice of all material things he has come to in con-
tact with, master andl goverur, is " teach the child if you would make
imi a main." The peace, the wealth, the commerce, the hionor and
prosperity of our country, and the necessary claims and advance-
nient of the present and coming generation returns the echo, '' Teach
the child" to act ont his share in the great competition of this high-
ly favored and happy age of experinment, discovery and advance-
ient. Yea, fully admitting the truth of the sayings of the wise

that " Education is the torch of Christianity and the handmaid of
lReliglon," no wonder that the peremptory voice of Revelation is
"Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he
will not depart from it." " It is not good that the soul be without
knrowleige." "Fools are said to iate knowledge, but in hating it
the are said to love death." The animal by instinct is fully prepar-
ed to answer his end, and fill his lot ; but poor man, although the
lawful governor of the animal, and designed to answer an end ten
thousand tiMes greater, is said by a great writer to be without train.
ing " very little above the animal," and in some points far below
tire sanie.

How shall man secure that great and mnost desirable power, that
rs, power over himself î A new nature created and trained to
govern the old man that is corrupt. Is it not by knowledge and
teaching 1 For the enliightening of the mind, the renovation of the
nature and sanctification of the lreart, teaching is the great duty of
the parent, the minister, and the teacher. We leave the power
with God but the means with the creture. The child rather loves
to be let alone in ignorance and sin, although the same will be sure
to ensure his ruin at last.

Whence cornes the knowledge of the Immortal and Invisible 1
What lifts the veil of the future, and secures to man a good hope
through grace ? Is it not iuparted to man by teaching. Therefore,
all our Missionraries to the dark and unîtutured heathen, work their
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