
a piece o( the red stone, and made a large pipe; he 
smoked it over them all; told them that it was part of 
their flesh; that though they were at war they must meet 
at this place as friends; that it belonged to them all; 
that they must make their calumets from it and smoke 
them to him whenever they wishi d to appease him or 
get his good will. 1 he smoke from his big pipe rolled 
over them all, and he disappeared in its cloud; at the 
last whiff of his pipe a blaze of fire rolled over the 
rocks, and the whole surface of the rock lor several 
milts was melted and glazed. At that moment two 
squaws went in a blaze of fire under the two medicine 
rocks, where they remain to this day, and must be con­
sulted and propitiated whenever the pipe stone is to be 
taken away. And they are heard there yet ( 1 so-mec- 
cos-tee, and 1 so-me-cos-te-won-dee), answering to the 
invocations of the high priests or medicine men, who 
consult them when they are visitors to this sacred 
place."

Near this spot, also, on a high mound, Catlin was 
told by the Indians, was the “ 1 hunder’s Nest," (nid- 
du- l onnere), where “a very small bird sits upon her 
eggs during fair weather, and the skies are rent with 
bolts of thunder at the approach of a storm, which is 
occasioned by the hatching of her brood. I his bird


