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which they get from my ministry. I have given bap-
tism to many who have since gone to heaven.”

In the same letter he notified Montmagny that
an attack was projected on the new fort which had
recently been built by the French at the mouth of
the Richelieu. This warning, which had been sent se-
cretly, made the Iroquois suspect treachery some-
where; it put Father Jogues’ life in such danger again
that Keift, the Dutch governor of Manhattan, gave
orders to the commandant at Fort Orange to secure
his freedom if possible. When this fresh effort in
his behalf was made known to him, the holy Jesuit
once more refused to listen; not unless it was plainly
the will of Heaven would he throw
off his shackles. On this occasion,
however, he spent a whole night in
prayer asking God to inspire him what to do, whe-
ther or no it were His will that he should remain a
slave. After mature deliberation and evidently with
a clear conscience, he decided to make a strike for
freedom; shortly afterwards he disappeared while the
Mohawks were fishing in the Hudson. He fled to
Fort Orange where he lay hidden and in constant
danger of being apprehended by the savages who
were furious at his flight. After six weeks of exciting
adventures he succeeded in boarding a vessel which
brought him down the Hudson river, accompanied by
Jan Megapolensis, a Calvinist minister, who proved
himself a sincere friend of the Jesuit. Six days later
he reached New Amsterdam (New York) where he
received a warm welcome from the governor. His
arrival caused a sensation in the Dutch settlement,

His escape from
the Iroquois




