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NOTE IV. (p. SO.)

Some histoi'*ans entirely overlook thi* temporary settlement of th»

Trench in the 'inglish Carolina; others tont'ound it with the settlement

At St. Matheo, a few 1 ;agues north of St. Augustine. Not one of them has

ascertained the /'/nee of it, with precision. Chalmer.1 says, Ribault huilt

Fort Charles, on the : iver Edisto. The authors of the Universal History

say, it was built on tl e rivpr St. Croix, which indeed, Charlevoi.x says,

was the Spanish name of Edisto river. Clailevoi.x says, Ribault's Fort

stood pear the place where Charlestown, the capital of South Carolina,

now stand*. Mezeray says, it was bnilt " at the end of the Streights at St
Helens." I wrote, some time since, to Dr. Ramsay, the well known
historian, and made inquiry of him res|)evning this article. The Doctvr
obligingly wrote to me in reply: «'

1 have taken some pains to inform
myself of the place where Riband commenced his settlement of French
Protestants ; but without any satisfactory result. Ediito river, in it«

nearest part, is about S6 miles from Charleston; but there is no evidence
of any French settlement ever having been made in its vicinity. There
is no river in South Carolina, known by the name of the Shallow
or Base river. Mr. Drayton, our late governor, has been consulted on
the points, relative to which you N.ish for information, who assured me,
that, while writing his View of South Carolina, he minntcljr enquired into
the very subjects, which have perplexed you, and fouud them so involved
in darkness and contradiction, that he did not see his way clear to assert

any thing on the stibject, more than yon will find in the 5th page of hit
work."

It would not become me to he positive on a subject, that is attended
with such accknowledged difRculties, and that has baffled such int^'jigcnt

inquiries. I am satisfied however, that neither the latitude of the place
where the fort was built, nor its distance from the river of May*, will
allow us to fix it so iar north, as the river Edisto. It appears clearly to
have been on an island up Port Royal river, in about the latitude of 34
deg. It seems probable, that it was the island of St. Helena, or some
island in its vicinitv. Mezeray's account seems to fix it there. Charlevoix,
in his Map of the'Coasts of Florida, has placed it >n that quarter, though I
apprehended, too far north, at an island toward the mouth of Edisto. It is

asserted on the face of the map : " Dans cetfc Isle Ilibault batit petit Fort,
et le nomma Charles Fort." There is one additional confirmation of the
probable truth ofmy conjecture, concerning the place of that fort. When
Hibault had " sailed about Ih leagues" from I'ort Royal river, he found
another, wlpch " hsa not psai haii'e a fathome water in the mouth
thereof." This he called Base or Shalhno river. Gov. Dravton (p. 34.)
says, " Edisto is shallow and incapable of being navigated far up its stream
by boats of heavy burden ;" and, though he de>.cribes the numerous rivers
of Carolina, this' is the only one, which he calls shalloxo. Hence I con-
jecture, that the Edisto ofthe Eii^liah is the Rase or Shal/ow river of the
French. If so. Fort Charles must have been abou t i /> leagues from it*j and
that is about the distance of St. Helena from the Edisto.

NOTE V. (p. 163.)

It is not so difHcult to find proofs, in support of the text, as it is to
select them. They may be seen in Morton, 3—5 ; llubbard's MS. N.

• Sixti/ French leagues, iharletoix.
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