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bol litis petition being disagreeable to ministry, it was precipitately

rpj(;clfcd, and Dr. Franklin was noon after removed from liis office rf

postmaster fifeneral for America. Finding now all efforts to restore

harmony between Great Britain and her colonies useless, lie return-

ed to America in 1776, just after tlie commencement of Ir stili-

lies Being named one of the delegates to the continental con-

gress, lie had a principal share in hringin:; atiAut the revolution and

declaration of independency on the part of the colonies. In 177G

he was deputed by congress to Canada, to negociate with the people

of that country, and to persuade them to throw off the British yoke;

but the d&nadians had been so mach disgusted with the hot- headed

zeal of the New Englanders, who had burnt some of their chapels,

that they refused to listen to the proposals, though enforced hy all

the arguments Dr. Franklin could make use of. On (he arrival of

Lord Howe in America, in 1776, he entered upon a correspondence

with him nn the subject of reconciliation. He was afterwards ap-

pointed, with two others, to wait upon the English commissioners, and

learn the extent of their powers; but as these only went to the

granting pardon upvn sabmission, he joined his colleagues in consi-

dering them aa insufficient. Dr. Franklin was decidedly in favor of

a declaration of independence, and was appointed president of the

convention assembled for the purpose of establishing a new govern-

ment for the state of Pennsylvania. When it was determined by

congreaa to open a public negociation with Francp, Dr. Franklin was

fixed upon to go to that country; and he hron:;ht about the treaty of

alliance offensive and defensive, which produced an immediate wur

between England and France. Dr. Franklin was one of the commis-

sinners, who, on the part of the United States, sisrned the provi.

Rional articles of peace in 1782, and the definitive treaty in the fol-

following year. Before he left Europe, he concluded a treaty with

Sweden and Prnssia. Having seen the accomplishment of his wishes

in the independence of his country, he requested to be recalled, and

after repeated solicitations Mr. Jefferson was appointed in his stead.

On the arrival of his successor, he repaired to Havre de grace, and

crossing the English channel, landed at Newport, in the Isle of

Wight, from whence, after a favorable passage, he arrived safe at

Philadelphia in 1785 Here he was received amidst the acclama-

tions of a vast and almost innumerable multitude, who had flocked

from ail parte to see him, and who conducted him 'in triumph to his

own house, where in a few days he was visited by the members of

congress, and the principal inhabitants of Philadelphia. He was
afterwards twice chosen president of the assembly of Philadelphia

;
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