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forward, till it would be gratified in feeing this veflel fit for the fcrvice 1788.

to which it was deftined.
Jl'ni.

If hiftories of navigation were written merely to amufe the leifure

hours of the rich, or to fat isfy the eager enquiries of the pliilofopher,

much of the minute parts of fuch a work as this would be neceflarily

omitted, as uncntertaining to the one, or beneath the notice of the

other ; but narratives of voyajres are applicable to other purpofs-s ; and,

if they fliould not prove inftrudive to future navigators—if they (hould

not tend to aid and facilitate the progrefs of commercial enterprize, the

difficulties and dangers of fuch voyages muft have been encountered in

vain, and the time employed in writing an account of them be added tO'

the wafte of life.

The good harmony and friendly intercourfe which fubfifted bjtweeu

us and tlie natives, will, we truft, be confulercd as a proof that our con-

duit was regulated by tl.e principles of humane policy; while the

generous and hofpitable denuanour of our faithful allies will convey a fa-

vourable idea of their charader, when trcnted with that kindnefs which

unenlightened nature demands, and is the true objeft of commercial

policy to employ..

The various offices of perfonal attachment which we received from

many individuals of thefe people, were fufficlent to convince us that

gratitude is a virtue well known on this diftant Ihore,—and that a noble

fenfibility to offices of kindnefs was to be found among the woods of

Nootka. Callicum poflefled a delicacy of mind and conduit which
would have done honour to the moft improved ftate of our civilization ;

a thoufand inftances of regard and affedion towards us might be related

of this amiable man, who is now no more; and the only return that we

can
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