
^flm mi mtMM^ M« alM tMkMok KMrM, at tbt Ai«t •! lit* WHlIt," ytt tkto

ivMk, wlileii** iMclvtt all iIm ri«al«M abaai JaiuMlMN, i* faatralljr btii •all,

mi MMttiiMa irjrAa} TIm** Ihta who Infer fraai Jafen'a (viag 4awu ta Jordan

bacaaaa ikara waa atneli water, or •• wumy watori," Ibora^aaMiaw iramlala it.

tkatlMwoMfarHioopportuMliy it afardrd Mm af 4i|i|>iaf hia tfiMialra, and
ftoa iW« iolir t tkat we aaght to Im dipped, ara bouad Ibr tlia aaiie ei eoiiaint*

aaey to Mippaae, llMt Peter aad tka olbar ditciplea, went at laaal out or«li« eil«

,

hu I tMuk aat ar tbe ficiaily, of Jeraaaleai, for the laaie reaMn, and e«paAiaUy

M diaparek is so ovidtnt oa iIm laea af the lilvtory, for ibcy iMptlMid tOOO uu
** tka MUiw day," wkick wae, uodaablediy the niauMr ia #kick ikev ware added
la tka cbarek. If tbay balieva ihit, ibvy oaclit, iu order lo licop theamalvas ia

aoaiitaaaiif », to iafana a», wkerr tbey beiiavo ibcy bapiiiad ; la prove tiiat tbey

bad tiaMi la rtaiovo witk all Ibo dikriploetand baptiie tliem, iu Ib^ eoorto of oiia

4«y ; a«d tbcn to aacvaat for ibe •itrnco of Ibo aacred bittorian, ootwliliuaad*

iw bielavinf, hi every atker proeeediaji of iba day, detailed tba lranMeiia.ia

wiib Mrapalaaa aaaetaoM ; aad aeeordioff to their opiMioH,b««N m» aluiiifiraMty

apocific la bit datailt, la a Miliary laeiabcr certainly of aiiieli lone imt>uriaiirr

luabisioryof tboptiailUvocbrMtUncbuieh. Jtacoudiy ; 'I'boM «bo wfre
kapiiaed au ibe day af peatecaet, by the ape«tla», ** cvrtaioly rane lo hear
thew witboat havinit prepared any proper <lre»<i. In wbicli t« Im baptiaed : for

tbey eoald aotevon kaow that tb^ would baptise tbeai. It will net tberrfoic

bo aiMiraatod, that tbw preaiiseuoaf antenibly wai« iaiNirrted uaked, (ilf at aV,)

la have inuneraed tbea, with tbdr clothes on, wo< id have Apo»ed them to

aeaiaio diacaaaand d^alb." Aad I moat renfaM, that I raiiuol ace, bow lo

have iatoMtaed theaiia ibia atata eunld have Hiiawerrd aay of lb« purpowa of
that f*l||ckM,tbe piaaiineat feature of which, i« purity In ibouKht,wor(l and drcd.

and itapeealiar aaceHenalva, that it chrrka bii<|uiiy hiitavery oiiitin, aitd

etiforeae It au ittdtoeiplca a* a duty, that tboy ** ahatain from all apiM-arnnrr ot
evil." (o) 'Hera ia MiaMtbing ao estreaiely indolieate iu the very idea, tliai I

axauto yon, dir. It ahoald never ba** bcoii pean<-d by me, but in iiiiiiation of my
Eiedfcea«ora on this aabjecl, to abew ibe faillity ofthe aritamciiia by which it

\ iataadcd to be proved, that Imaioraioo ia raitenifait to chiiatian bapti!<ui, bv*

caaaa aa la aapponad, it waa invariably practiard by t|ia a|ioatlra.
** la a nation, wboaaaianucra are Ilka oara, aayaaa aUa writer on Ibia subject

|b«ra ia, ta say tba least, a degree of improprieiy in tba practice which is very
nabappy. It wHI be suAcieut loaay, that, whatever impremlona may be BMila
b!» tUa practice ia eaaatllea where bathing ia a Maadlag enatam ; ber»,tliey era
•fa very anfortnnate natura^nd sucta are directly oppoaed to every reiigioHa

facling. 1 speak firam Atota^aud aol opiaioaa ; and fram faeia, repeated through
•c«utnry, nnd therefore oparalinK, pot by their novelty, but by ibeir natarc.(p)

Bat thirdly; both the prophet Joel, and JoImi the Baptist, in foretalhug tha

daaeant ofthe HolvObosi iund the apoatia Peter, and St. Lnke.ia tha Acta of
the AposiloB, Oiraisb aa with almost indiaputabia evidence, that tbe ditciploa

•n the day af Penleeoat,dld not conaidor baptlam and immprsion aa ineeparabla.

Joel aaya, ** HeihalijHNrr out of biaapirit upon all tfeab." Ht. Peter uHotiNg
Ihia pro|;liecy, nmkea nap of the aame words, John the Baptist foretellilig ibia

glorloaa avenl, saya—** He shall baptise yon wilh the Holy Qbott anil with ir« ;'*

and St Luke umkaa aao of Iba mroo cxpriaslou.f<0 What. I would ask ia tha
legiiimata ipfereuea fiow tlw iudlserimiuate iiaeof no worda pour and bapiUa
by leaebota «4iO wero all inapirad by one apirit, but tha poariag la baptium i

Uader tbcaa eireumaiances, I poodnd^ that,** |t aaama dqioat a tlpng of eonrso

in Sept. and * the latter." iu March. Aa thr Jewish month Niaan answered to

p part of twoof oar's—March atd AprH, and tbo pasaover waa held on tba 14th
day of ibia montbfihc Iptiar raipa would be fblliug abpqt tha tinM ot tba pa«sover.

I^rom Ibia to tbe fcatt of iteatacaii, ibey rtckoned aeven waek8,^v.M, lS,l'tt >
%ir1ilch brinca naluat ta tlie timaol' tbetr wheat harvest,'on aeeaanl^fwhich ihiit

f^t waa called alia, ^ the day af tbe-firat fruits"; whereas tha latter rains tnU

pt the time the rara were ^iug, and '* it wa« principally ftom them that tbey
derived iheir hopes of a fruitful year."
. (n)!frc Crqirlhtr'a i}erip. Qas. Articles ^erpialem and VJdroa. (o)8ae Ulatl,

f. M. and 1 lliaJk C. tt. (p)Owight'a Sys. Tbcol,v. «. p p,Wh Ml. (a)V»m*
ptif4oti9.9p,4mi.|TiMidll,s,Mfttt.MI. '


