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and as all fuch rifl<8 arc over clliinatcd, we iliall probably pay tea

times over, for the jjaltry and wicked fatisfac^tioii of robbing her

private citizens, who have tnifted their property to ours.

Such were the enlightened views of Mr. Jay and Prefident

Wafhington, and few men had better opportunities of judging of

the effects of confifcation. Mr. Jay was dinfted, and did accord-

ingly agree to an article, which is a permanent one, and Hill in

force, ftipulating, *' that in all future wars between us and Clreat-

Britain, no confifcation of private debts fliould be made."—Can

it then be contended, that in the only cafe in which the article was

to operate, it becomes void ? And will it be pretended that nations

can make no regulations to foften the rigors, and lefl'cn the calam-

ities of war ?

Without fuch an article, Great-Britain never would make peace

with any nation whom flie fupplies, without ftipulating for the

payment of debts due to her citizens, and with fuch an article in her

hand, what could any honell American commiflloners for making

peace, fay to her negotiators ? The man mull be hardened indeed,

who will contend, tliat we ought to exercife a power, malum iu fe,

debafing, corrupting, difgraceful, and iu face of a pofitive, humane,

and honourable ilipulation.

But fecondly, we are to ruin the manufatlurers of Great-Britain,

at the very profpeft of a war they were to rife in rebellion ; the

prophecy on tliis fubjeft, has turned out already to be partially falfc.

Inllead of that terror, that violent oppofition to war from the

manufacturers, we hear of no dillurbance, and very little uneafinefs.

The great manufaduring towns in England, have taken no ileps to

prevent a war or to cxprefs their anxiety about it ; on the con-

trary, we learn from peifons who have arrived from England, that

a war with us is at Icajl nut unpopular, and efpecially in Birming-

ham, which is the greateft tvork Jhop for thi- country. I might

reft the argument here, for it will be admitted, that no people are

better judges of their intereft, than the manufacturers of England ;

and if a war would be fo ruinous to them, they certainly would

not be quiet as we Lnoiv they were, though a war was expcAed.

But I will give a very brief fummary, to ftiew that a war would

not be very injurious to thefe manufacturers.

M

;**,,T«ii«*l^K«W»...


