
an.l onr triJBty and well beloved George
Shlpton. Ksq. Greeting.
Whereiva wo hii\ o decmod if. expedient that

a coininiMsion should forthwith iasuo to

eiKiuiio iii!.() the worUinff of the Klemcntary
Kihiiyitioii acta in Kniiland and Wules.
Now. know )-e, tliat we, rcposinR Kreat trust

and conlldonco in your knowledge and
ability, have authorized and appointed, and do
by iirenenta iiuthorizo anrl appoint you the
wiid "-^ir llichard Aaslieton (-'ross, Henry Ed-
ward MjiiininK, I'tirdinal Arohbiflhop: Dudlcv
Friineia Sluart, Earl of Harrowby; Fred-
eric Eiiil Ik-fuirhanip; Froderi.?, Bishop
of I-ondfin: Charles Howycr, Uaron Norton,
Anthony Jcihn Mundella, Sir Francin Kichard
Hundford. Sir John Lubhoeli, Sir Bernhard
.SiinmelHon, .lames Harrison Rigpr. llobert
VVilliiini Dale Hohert UreRory. Henjaniin
Frednrick Smith, Thomas Daniel Cox Morse,
Clmrle.s Henry Alderson. .John Gilbert Talbot,
Sydney I'lmr'.na Burton, Thomas Edmund Hol-
ler, Honiard CIsarles Mol.oy, Samuel Rath-
bone, Henry lliehard and (Jeorprc Shipton, to
beoun ommiHsionera for the ourpose afore-
said. And for the better clf'ecting the purpose
of thin our e(Hnn\isi=ion, wo do, by these
presents, give and K' ant unto you, or any six
or more of you, full power to eall h.ifore
you Hueh pc sons as you shall judge
lil<ely to afford yen anj information upon
the flubjeet of this our comi rfsion; and also to
eall for, have aceoss to and examine all such
books, doeumcnta. registera and records, as
may allbrd-you the fullest information on the
subject, and to imiuire of and eoncorning the
premises by all other lawful ways and means
whatsoever.
And we do further, by theae presents, au-

thorize and empower you, or any six or more
of y'Mi, to visit and personally inspect such
places in our United Ki' gdom as you may
deem ex)j,!dienr for the more etl'eetual carrying
out of the purpose aforesaid.
And wi; do, b.\ these presents, will and or-

dain that thi'j our commission shall continue in
fnll force and virtue, and that yau. our said
coinmissioaers, or any six or more of you, may
from time lo time proceed in tho execution
liiereof and of evcsry mattiir and thing thortln
containeo, all hough the same be not continued
from time to time by adjournment.
And we do further ordain that you, or any

six or more of you, have liberty to report your
proceedings under this ou»' commission j.rom
tim<' to time if you shall judj-fc it expedient so
cdo.
And our further will and pleasure is that

you do, witli as little delay as possible, report
to us undi.'r your hands or si-als, or under the
liands and seals of any six or more of you
your opinion upon the several matters herein
tiubmiltrd for your consideration.
Given at our Court at Saini James, the fif-

teenth day of January, one thousand eight
hundred and eighty six, in the forty-ninth year
of our reign.

By Her Majesty's command.
RiniAiti) AssiiKTON Cross.

On the 10th of March, 1886, Her Majesty
appointed the Honorable R. Lyulph Stan-
ley as Hub.stitute to the Right Honorable
H. J. Mundella, who had resigned his seat
upon the commission.
At a later period Mr. Bernard C. Molloy

withdrew from the '^omniinsion. His place
was filled by the Duke of Norfolk, who
was appointed a commisHiorier on the 15th
of June, 1H87.

There is no doubt that the ccmmission
is purely Enf^lish, it enienates from our
beloved <.^ueen, and is addressed to sonae

of her most distinguished subjects, select-
ed on account of their known ability, as
well as their love for their country. These
twenty five commissioners have for the
field of their labor, England and W^les;
there is nothing of foreign proclivities in
theae men. Most of them are Protestants
and belonging to different denominations;
their social position identifies them with
all that is honorable and fair: their loyalty
to the Crown does not admit of doubt; the
trust of their Sovereign imposes to them
tlte duty to meet her views as fully as pos-
sible; so we can l>e assured that such a
commission commands respect and atten-
tion, not only in England and Wales, but
through all the immense domains of Her
Majesty.
Lot us review what has been accom-

plishsd by this commission of Royal ap-
pointment, composed of men of distinc-
tion and ability, and entrusted with a
sacred cause.

2. TUB WORK OF THE COMMISSION,

The work of the commission is im-
mense, and will give just cause of sur-
pri*" to those wlio believe that the ques-
tion of education can be fairly and suMi-
ciently discussed in a political speech, or a
careless letter to the press, or by a fanatic
who thinks it is only necessary to appeal
to passions.

I invite those who are not acquainted
with the eflbrts of the said commission to
pay some attention to the short analysis I

take the liberty of publishing, and which
sufHces to give a striking proof of the con-
sciousness with which a matter of snch
great moment as the cause of education is

approached in thci very heart of the
British Empire.
The Royal Commissioners immediately

after tiheir appointment set to work with
a zeal worthj' of thernseWes and of the
trust with which they had been honored
by their beloved Sovereign. Tho inquiry
began on the 20th of January, 188(1, and
lasted until .July, 1S88. Tlie commission-
ers themselves state in their reports to
Her Majesty, the sources from which they
gather their information avid say : "After
considering the numerous applications re-

ceived from persons desiring to give evi-

dence before us, we determined to sum-
mon representatives of all public bodies
who were in any way concerned with the
administrative and working of the ele-

mentary education actn, and of all classes
of persons whom these acts most immed-
iately affect, in addition to such other
witnesses as, eitlier from their special
knowledge, or from their experience, we
thought likely to furnish valuable inform-
ation. No representative witness, so far
as we know, has been precluded from
giving evidence before us."
"Mr. Pat;rick Cumin, Secretary to Your

Majesty's Education Department, was the
first witness called, whom we hoard at
great length. "We next examined several
of Your Majesty's Chief Inspectors of
schools; and these witnesses were fpUow.


