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Russia for baving thrawn their tremendous
weight an aur side. However, let us remember
also that Canada was amýong tha first ýcountries
ta j oin England and France in the defence of
the valiant Poliah people and ta appose brutal
totalitarianism. In .truth, Canada was one af
the first cauntriee of the globe ta, visualize
t~he far-reaching significance of the present
canflict. Acting in accardance, aur peaple
went ail out inta .th-e struggle, because Canada's
survîval was in jeopardy, and they foresaw
that an Axis victory would inevitably result
in the darkest future and -the lowering af all
moral and social standards.

Canada devoted herself unreservediy ta, the
cause she cherishes above all else. Thanks
ta wise guidance, she has given a splendid
effort, which even the most wonderful. accom-
plishments of our Allies fail ta dim. fier
conduct in this matter has not impairad na-
tional unity, althaugh questions reiating ta
peace and war had aiready given rise ta, a
certain amount of dissension in the country.
After four and a haîf years of war, harmony
reigns in Canada because the Govarnment
pursued a sound policy and took into con-
sidaration the various ethnical elements of
aur population.

The preservation of national unity was a
tremendous task. It was aiso necessary ta
safeguard the future and ta keep a balanced
economy. It can be said that, in spite of the
changes wrought in our ecanomy, its founda-
tions remain sound and intact. Our finances
are in gaod shape. The numerous bodies set
up ta insure the full measure of aur war effort
will still be useful after the war. We have
every reason ta believe that the variaus con-
trais appointad ta maintain the financiai,
ecanomic and social stability of aur nation
have fulfilied their purpose. Is it not true,
for instance, that inflation was the warst evil
threatening the home front? Is it nat equaliy
true that, thus far, the Goverument has suc-
ceeded in warding off even the siightest
symptams, of such a oalamity? We ourseives
have paid the expense involved by aur share
in the struggie; and when this drama of
bioodshed cames ta an end, we shail be
debtors ta, no one else. Moreover, a number
of boards, set up for the purpose of regulating
production, exebange and consumptian, wil
remain in existence, enriched by the preciaus
knowledge tbey have acquired and fuily ex-
perienced in the complex branches of indus-
trial and commercial relations. After the
war, when it is necessaýry for us ta adjust aur
national snd international trade according ta
aur means, aur aspirations and a decent
standard of living, these bodlies will suppiy us
witb guiding-posts and methods which will

ease ta, an appreciable extent the transition
from war to peace. Thus wili many shocks
and errors be avoided.

Agriculture, which is of such importance
to Canada, especially in the West, will *be
in a much better position than after the war
of 1914-1918. In -those days, our farmers had
tried to ihoost their incomes by adding more
land to, thedr estates. During the present
war, hawever, they have attempted ta free
themselves from debt and ta, pay off the mort-
gages with which they were burdened; in
other words, they have tried ta, cansolidate
their position. This effort was nat made
without sacrifice, but it came wiilingiy from
the heart. Honaurable senators, the directars
af a numnber af mortgage campanies have
given me confirmation of rthe statements I
have just made.

Wit-hout dou'bt, the Canadian farmer in sal-
ing bis products d.id not net the enormous
profit-s prevaient during the first world war,
but this timne he made 'better use of his income.
W-hen restrictions on the production of agridul-
tural machinery are lifted, aur farmers will be
in a position ta renew their equipment with
the most modern implements. If it is then
necessary ta feed part of Europe and Asia,
they will be able ta do their share nably. The
measures mentioned in the Speech from the
Thrane which are intended ta benefit agricul-
ture snd ta insure its stability may be new,
but they are inspired by principles which
Lîberals have always recognized.

I should lîke ta say how pleasedi I am -with
the social legialation which has 'beau farecast.
Whatever happens, it is a world transformed
that will came out of this great trial. Indivi-
duals will be braadcened; restrictions and priva-
tions will have instilled in ail of us a deeper
sense of solidarity. The people thirst after a
distributive justice mare in keeping with their
conception of simple justice. The Govern-
ment deserves praise for having understood
tliat the new tendencies of public opinion coin-
cide with needs which bave always beau felt,

but which, until Dow, have always bcen met
only a littie at a time.

It is truly comforting ta hear that aur sol-
diers, wben they return, will be able ta count
on oYbtaining stable and remunerative amploy-
ment; that the womnen of the auxiliary services
will not be neglected; that we shaîl smooth out
the kinks in the transition from war industries
ta peacetime enterprises. for aur working men
and wamen. The married women who helped
their family with a second salary and who will
return home after the war, will fiuid that family
allowances diminish ta an appreciable extent
the feeling of privation caused by the bass of


