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I am perfectly willing to review the blues. If, indeed, I made a
mistake, as I will from time to time, because a lot of things
happen at once and I am trying to pay very strict attention to hon.
members when they speak. I will have a look at the blues and if,
indeed, I was in error then I will come back to the House.

Will the hon. member at least give me the time to review the
blues and we will take it from there. I will be happy to speak to
the hon. member in my chambers if he wishes to pursue this.

Mr. Stephen Harper (Calgary West, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, on
the same point of order. I would ask that when you review the
blues and this question, that you give us a little more guidance
on the interpretation of this rule. It seems to me there have been
numerous references during question period to votes that have
taken place in the House.

For instance, the minister of immigration regularly refers to
the vote on Bill C~44. Perhaps you could clarify your interpreta-
tion of that rule.

The Speaker: If it is necessary to come back to the House
with a ruling on this particular subject, your Speaker will take
into account all of the requests that are made to him here in the
House today.

I am going to proceed first to the regular Thursday question.
Then I want to give my ruling on a point of order raised by the
hon. member for Crowfoot.

[Translation)

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval, BQ): Mr. Speaker, as
incredible as it may sound, I rise to ask the traditional question
for a Thursday, even though today is the last time we meet for
two weeks. I still wish to ask the hon. Leader of the Government
in the House to tell us what is on the agenda for that period of
time.

[English]

Hon. Herb Gray (Leader of the Government in the House
of Commons and Solicitor General of Canada, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, the hon. member wants to know what we are going to
do during the next two weeks. I do not think that comes under the
purview of the House.

However, I will make a statement about what will happen
when the House returns on April 24. As I have said, I will leave
what is to be done by hon. members in the intervening period to
them and their own good judgment, if not their good taste.

Business of the House

When the House returns on April 24, we will be entering the
most intensive part of the parliamentary calendar. I believe,
therefore, it would be useful if I outlined briefly, not only the
business for the next few days we are back but also priorities for
the period between our resumption of sittings and the break in
the month of May.

The business of supply requires many opposition days in this
period, one or two a week. I should like to designate Thursday,
April 27 as one of those opposition days.

Our first priorities when we come back from the Easter break
will be to complete the third reading of Bill C-69 regarding
electoral boundaries, and second reading of Bill C-76 imple-
menting the budget, if these bills have not been completed, of
course, before we adjourn today.

We will then return to report stage of Bill C-43, respecting
lobbyists and to a motion to set up a special joint committee to
develop a code of conduct for members of both Houses of
Parliament.

Our next priority will be second readings of other important
and pressing bills, namely Bill C-75 regarding farm loans; Bill
C-70 regarding income tax; the bill respecting the Mint which
was introduced this morning, and a very limited number of
measures to be introduced later this month on which there are
some time constraints.

We will also give priority to the bills that have already been
considered by parliamentary committees and which have been
reported back to the House and which, therefore, are now in their
final stages of debate in the Chamber. These are Bill C-54
regarding old age security; Bill C-67 respecting veterans pen-
sions and Bill C-65 concerning government organization.
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There is also Bill C-41 regarding sentencing; Bill C-45
respecting conditional release; Bill C-58 regarding the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police; and Bill C-52 respecting the Depart-
ment of Public Works and Government Services.

We will then consider other items reported from committee
and any other items on which there is a consensus to move along.

By way of conclusion, I want to say I am providing this
information now so the House leaders of the other parties are
able to assess their positions in order to enable them to join with
me, when the House resumes, in planning a reasonable schedule
for the House in late April and early May which will in turn
make it possible for us to do similar planning for what will be a
very crowded agenda in June.

Having said all that, I wish all members of the House and their
families a happy Easter and a happy Passover.



