
COMMONS
Redistribution

North America Act. In fart, since the very
beginning of the struggle of our forefathers
for the establishment of a responsible govern-
ment in this country, it has been contended
that the representation of the country in par-
liament shouid be based on territorial divisions
known as provinces.

Even under the union government of 1840
the representation in the parliament estab-
lishied for the two Canadas ýtogether was based
on the two previous provinces, that is, Upper
Canada and Lower Canada. At that time, in
spite of the protest fromn Lower Canada, the
same number of representatives was allotted to
the two provinces; notwithstanding the fact
that the population of Upper Canada was
much less than the one in Lower Canada.

The period of 1847 to 1867 is remarkable
for the struggles of Papineau, Lafontaine,
William Lyon Mackenzie, Baldwin and Howe,
in favour of the establishment of responsible
government.

1 wish to cite here a page of' that most
remarkable book of the joint law clerk of the
bouse, Doctor Maurice Ollivier, entitied
"Probiems of Canadian Sovereignty", page 7
of the introduction:

Irons 1840 util iimss Canada ani the othur
possessions have strssggled %vithut cease in
favour ot autonoiny. The inauguration ot the
period ot respuns ibie governsent in i S48 a t
the touie ut the reurganization ot the Baldwin-
Lafoataine ininistry, the putting utf tarif-t
harri ers on Bri t ish mu sh an di i n 18.59 iw
Sir John A. Macdonald, the struggies and
successes of Cartier, Macdonsald anti Blake. at
the nmonment ut contcderatims andi diing the
years 's lach foiiow cd, ail tise questiouns relat ing
to thae right ot the dominion tu govecm itself
witbout the intervention of the motiser umintry
ai e highiights, at the enl ot the second îseriod,
of aur progress tuw ards indepesidence.

train 1867 to the present d153 thcre ust
bu noted also the series ut events either relating
to the puwers ut the gos ernur gencrai or to our
right tu negotiate our own treaties, or ta adopt,
witlîout externai interv ention, tise legisiation
reqnired in this country. The prugress accin-
plishcd is reflucted and rcognized iii the courise
ut the diverse colonial conterences f-toms 1907
ta 1930.

A fcw years betore confederation, namely,
around 1862, f-be people of Upper Canada,
desiring more and more thbe full uni oyment
of respon.sible gos'ernment, started to make
representations to the effeet that thbe mode of
representation in parliansent, which had been
established by the Union Act of 1840, shuuld be
cbanged on account ot the continuous increase
of population in that part ut the country;
tbey bad come to thbe point where the popu-
lation of Upper Canada outnumbered that of
Lower Canada. Then they conceived the idea
of another constitution, and in 1864 a conven-
tion was held in Charlottetown for the purpose
of studying the projeet ut a new constitution.

[Mr. Dorion.]

This convention was soon tollowed by another
onu in Quebec, where seventy-two resolutions
were adopted to be used as a basis for the
future constitution. It is noticeable that at
each of f-buse conventions every decision
reacied was on the basis of territorial divisions
known as provinces.

Out- ut the seventy-two Quebec resolutions,
onu may notice that six ut themn had reference
f-o the representation in f-be Huse et Comn-
mons, and it neyer was in anyone's mind that
f-bis representation sbould be established on
another basis than the provincial. Therefore
we mus- admit that at tihe very beginning of
tiae discussions relevant f-o tihe rupresentation
in f-be House ot Commons, notbing but a
prov incial representation was considered. This
gives tise people of this country the right te,
see to, if- that, in f-bis parliament, eacb province
is represented in proportion to its population
as enacted in tihe British North America Act.

Two vears Inter, in 1866, thbe representatives
ut tihe Canadian provinces gaf-bered in London,
svhere new rcaolutions were draff-ed based on
tise Quebe resoietions. There again onu may
notice that special consideratiun was given by
ail tise representatives to the representation in
tIse bouse of Commons by provinces, and
again sve do nat obserse tîsat there was any
diiscussion un tisis matter. Everyonu knows
ilsat f-buse L.ondon resolutions svere used, as
tise basis ot tise Brit-ishs Norf-h America Att.

If- is wurth wile isere to draw attention te
the pruambles ofthf-b Quebue and tise London
resoitîrson- wbich read as follows. Quebue
resulutions:

Report ut resoutions adopted at a conferesîce
ut (iciegutes fron the provinces ot Canada. Nova
Scotia, and New Brniissswici,. .and tise colonies
ot New'toundland and Prinîce Edwarid Islands.
lised at tise eitv ut Qîsebet. October 10. 1864.
as tise basis ut a prupused cuatederatioi ut those
proviînces and colonies.

ILondon resolutions:
Resoluius atiupted at a cosîterence ot elele-

gates friun tise provinces oft Cansada, Nuva
Scotia, anti New Brnwick, lieid at the XVeqt-
usinster Palace hotel. Londion, Du<cenilher 4. 1866l.

Tis gons tu pros e that tise statemen svho
dratted fhsec resýoiniions svere usentiaiiv
reprusuntatives ut the suvurai provinces ut
Canada anad nlot the reprusunruf-ivus ut Can-
ada as a wisuie.

Afier liaving finall ag-rued on f-ho terns
ut tise ncsv constitution, the British North
Ansurira Aeî ut 1867 svas adupted by tise Brit-
isis Huse of Communs un tise 29th ut Match,
1867. Hure again if- is very important te, look
at tise preansie ut this acf-, wlsich reads as
followss:

Whereas tIse prov~inces ut Canada, Nova
Seutia, and Newv Brunswick have expressed their
desire te, bu federally united isato one dominion


