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says to us: You are only the represontatives
of the people; hand over the treaisury to my
care.

It is a peculiar coincidence, Mr. Speaker,
that we shouid just be passing the Ides of
March. Caesar xvas a man of exceptional
brain powcr, perhaps the brainiest man in
Europe. So large xvas bis brain that natural
birth xvas impossible. He became dictater of
Rome, and the politiciaus, suspccting that ho
would acquire complote control of the gov-
erncnt, bnd bim put to death on the 15th
of March. The Roman governors were afraid
that Caesar weuld get absolute cectrol of
the treasury, but Caesar perbaps liad qualities
te recomrnd bimi for sucb a iiigb position.
The temples wcre filled witb bis statues;
ex eryw bore laureis were beaped upon bim.
He had wvon victory after x ictory. Ail nations
were at bis feet. He wvas put to death by bais
best political friends, not that they loved
Caesar less, but tbey loved Riome more. But
I do net tbink tho prcsent Prime Min-
ister hias won se many lanrels. He xvas
banded tbe gift of an election by the
people, but tbat was semething passive,
net active. Thiere is a vast contrast between
Caesar and tbe present Prime Minister. Tbis
attempt to take centrel of tbe expenditure
, w-ay freru file people bias been rmade time
and a-ain in British bistory. Tbe Stuart
severeigrus w -isbed te bave control of tbe
B3ritish treasury, and in censequence ef the
strugg le it e nsied 0110 ef the Stuart kings
lest bis life. W e find the same tbing coming
up in connectien xvitb tbe family compact.
\V 0 ail reineiber tbe inisery wbicb it caused
te tbe poorer classes ef tbe people in tbis
country, but after a Ion, struggle tbe people
in Canada, witb tbe aid of tbe British gev-
ernmeut, get centrol cf tbe treasury. We say,
Mr. Speaker. tbat baving gene tbrougb tbat

siu he istory sbould net be repeated bore
te-dlay, but we are being asked new te band
contre[ cf tbe treasurv over te eue individual.
Ne; we firly believe in tbe principle tbat
tbe people wbo pay the taxes sbould bave
absolitte centrel. People sbould vote for tbeir
ewn peekets.

Speaking of the meney tbat was appro-
priated fer unempîcyment relief last session,
1 wender if bon, gentlemen observed tbat eut
of every $100 spent, only $30 went te the
labeuring mon. Tbat just sbows bow leaks
can eccur in publie expenditures. It would
be interesting te know wbere tbe otber seventy
per cent xvent. The bon, gentleman wbe bais
juat sat doxvn (Mr. Bevnon) spoke as if some
of it went te suuie of the Liberais wbe bad
-barge of administrating tbese funds in different

[Mr. Blair.]

parts cf the country. Certainly it did nlot
look good te some cf us tbat seventy per
cent cf tbe money sbould go te tbe wbite
collars and eniy tbirty per cent te tbe labeur-
ing- mon.

Mr. TURNBULL: Is it net a fact that
seventy per cent xvas spont iargely for matorials
xvbicb in turn were the produets cf tbe labeur-
ing man?

Mr. BLAIR: I am net sure tbat seventy
per cent xvent into materials, but ne doubt a
censiderabie part cf it did. I understand tbat
in Britisb Celumbia many cf tbe materials
and supplies are lying around and bave nover
been used. 1 bave it on good autbority tbat
a great many of the tools, for instance, were
never used, but xvere given over te individuais.
But ne doubt some cf the seventy per cent
went into tbe purobase cf supplies.

Speaking about wages, I weuid refer te tbe
eut that was under discussion bore in tbis
benise tbe other day. Tbe general principie
was not altogetber rigbt. Tbe first suggestion
was tbat tbere sbould be a berizontal cut
cf ton per cent in ail civil service salaries.
Tben at tbe request cf some hon. members
that proposai was cbangcd se that tbe smailer
salaries were ent eniy fivo per cent. That
principle sbenid bave been carried stili furtber,
se that those receiving salaries cf flfteen or
twenty tbeusand dollars sbould be subjected
te a greater percentage cf reduction than tbese
drawing salaries or indemnities cf four
tbeusand dollars. I aise believe that the
mounted police and the naval and militia
staffs sbouid bave received tbe same ent as
the rest cf tbe service, and that judges sbould
have bad their salaries cnt just as mucb as
members cf parliament.

Tbe Prime Minister in bis attitude tewards
labour sbows plainly tbat be doos net under-
stand the peerer classes. It may net be bis
fauit. Perbaps be bas net bad any experience
with tbem. Te understand people yeu bave
te sit wbere tbey sat; yen have te have bad
similar experiences. The Prime Minister and
tbis gevernment bave a tendency te band te
the peer a bowi of soup or some food. Tbore is
tee mucb of tbe attitude cf "take tbxt and go."
What tbe gevernment is doing te-day makes
ne provision fer tbe future. It is an im-
prevident way cf ieoking after the unemploy-
ment situation. We de net think Canada can
keep up this incessant giving. 0f course we
must necessarily feed those whe are in need,
but we sbould loek te the future and take
stops te obviate as mucb as we can a repetitien
of present cenditions. In this country we
are blessed with vast reseurces, and sureiy


