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ON Age Penusions

Mr. MeQUARRIE: I remamber a faw
evenings ago the Minister of Railways when
asked about bis province statad that it would
be very wrong for any lagisiatura to bring
in such a bill hefore parliament enacted this
leguisiation. I understand from tha ministar
that the government anticipatas this bill will
be adopted by ail the provinces. The minister
nods lus head in approvai. If that is so, it
is quita clear that the govarnmant expects
to pay 50 par cent of the cost of oid aga pen-
sions, and if wa pass this bill we admit our
rasponsibiiity te that extent, wbich will mean
about $12,000,000 annualiy. It may be tbat
ai] the provinces will not corne into the sceme,
in wbich avent the Dominion governmant
xvii] be contributing to some of the provinces
towards oid age pensions wbiie to others it
will not pay anything. Now, wbile I am
entireiy in faveur of the Dominion assurning
the wbole rcsponsibility,-

Mr. ARTIIURS: Hear. hear.

Mr. MeQUARRIE: -that is, paying 100
per cent, as suggasted by rny hon, leader,
I feel that in any event xve s-hould live up
te our responsibilities and in this bill, in-
stead of stipulating for the rnaking of agree-
ments with thpe provinces, we sbouid provida
for the payment of 50 par cent. I regret
very much that the ministar bas intirnated
tbat be xviii not consider any amandrnants to
the present bill. I tbink tbe minister birn-
,self admits that tbe bill is flot perfect.

Mr. HEENAN: That is rigbt.

Mr. MeQUARRIE: Well, bow can it be
iinproved if ha will not, accept suggestions,
even frorn bis own supporters? As I say, 1
arni in faveur of tba Dominion governmant
.paying 1M0 per cent of tbe cost of the old
aga pensions; but if tbat is not done, Jet us
provide in tbis bill for the payment of 50
par cent to ail tbe provinces so that the old
people tbroughout the country wili at least
receive ten dollars a month.

Mr. McGIBBON: Mr. Cbairman, I wish te
say, as I bave said before, that I am in favour
of tbe principle of paying proper oid age pen-
sions, I wisb to say aiso tbat I am flot in
favour of this bill, I neyer was and I do not
ever expect to be, as long as it remains in its
piesant f orm, for the foliowing reasons: In
the first place, I dlaim tbat in tbis or any
othar country thosa wbo are responsible for
collecting tbe revenue are responsible for
spending it; in the second place, I dlaim that
we bave no rigbt to pass on obligations to
tbe provinces witbout consulting tham; in the
tbird place, I say we have no rigbt to enact
legishi ion whtirhi we know heforeband. and

whicb it is quite evident on the face of it,
is going to be a great disappointrnant to the
people of Canada. There is no question
about that. Under this bill some old people
will get nothing unless their province cornes
into the schama-that is inevitable; others
possibiy may gat 320 a montb, which of itseif
is insufficient. Then there will ba that great
disparity ail thé way from. twenty to nothing,
or fromn nothing to twenty. This is bound to
creata dissatisfaction and animosity batween
people living in tbe sarne province.

I think, Sir, we are to-day paying daariy
for the Jack of forasight on the part of this
gevernnuient ini net caliing the prov incial
premiers togetbar and agreeing on soute
scbeme before introducing this bill. It is
quita evident te any man who reads the
newspapars that tbe provinces are holding
back, and wili continue to hold back, laaving
the full rcsponsibility on this parliament and
tbe country ganeraliy. In vîew of the
Solicitor Ganeral!s statemant a wbilie ago
tbat this proposai is flot baing forcad on tbe
provinces, I wouid ask tha minister how he is
going to appiy sections 10, il and 12. This
dafeet in tbe bill of itsalf wiil put unaqual
obligations on the provinces. I tbink thbe
bill bas been ilI concaivad and il] drafted, and
if it goes into effect its application will be
unfair.

I wouid say te tbe ministar that as ha bas
pa-ssad througb an elaction, and proýbably
iiihere ta net atnu thler in 4ight fer. t hree or fi nr
yaars, tbis bill should ba withdrawn in ordar
that it rnay ha raconsidared and radrafted,
and that in the meantime ha should get in
touch wvitb tha provincial premiers witb a view
te coming te soma cemmon agreement wbaraby
this parliamant and the provincial legîslaturas
could pass legisiation whicb at laast would
ha workable. I look upon this measure, Sir,
witb considarable anxiaty. The old people
of tbis country are undoubtedly iooking te
tbis parliament for radrass, and I arn just as
certain as I arn standing hara that tbey are
geoing te ha bittarly disap'pointad in practically
every aspect of this bill. It is essantial that
an old aga pensions sceame sbouid ha uni-
formly workabla in evary province. Undar
this measura you will have soe people get-
ting nothing whila others ara getting iv,
tan and fifteen dollars par montb. That con-
dition of affairs pravailing from tha Atlantic te
the Pacific is beuind te stir up dissatisfaction
with this legisiation. I arn in faveur of pro-
par lagisiation, but this is botb iii considarad
and badiy draftad. Hew wiii tha minister
mraka sections 10, il and 12 applicabla in viaw
of the Solicitor Ganarai's statamant a few
minutes ago?


