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West. Mr. Bell, the secretary of the Winnipeg
Board of Trade and also of the grain exchangec at
that place, came downi here a short time ago askinîg
on behalf of those boards for this special grading.
I do not profess to understand the question myself,
but, as the leader of the Opposition lias said,
I suppose the boards of traude are hest qualified to
deal with it.

Mr. MLLS (Bothwell). I suppose the object of
fixing standards for grain is to obtain a st4nldar(l
by which you can compare the grain of the North-
West wit.h grain all over the world, where it is
grown for the market. If you fix a special grade,
then it seens to me it does not inean anything. I
cannot see what puripose it is intended to serve. If,
for inatance, the wheat is unripe. or frozen, or
affected ini one particular way so tlhat you cannot
classify it as under first, or second, or any other
grale, I suppose it wouhl be sufficiently designated
by nentioning its defect, but I do not see how you
are going to classify it so that it will be to any ad- i
vaitage to the agriculturist or to auy other in-
terested in it as an article of merchandise.

Mr. COSTI(. AN. I nav say that I an influenced
specially in this mnatter by the opfinions of those
who oughit to kmow about. the requirements of that
country, the hoards of trade. We have our grades
established so high, that in special years a very j
large proportion of the crop wouldl be vejected
accor(ling to those grades. We have either to make
an exception andi leave the high stanidards un-
touched and permaient, imakig this exceptional
ruling for a special crop, or we have to lower the
genecr-al grades which Parliamuent lias estaoaiz. ..:d,
whiclh would have a very had effect.

MIîr. MILLS (Bothwell). You woild not have I
to coie down iii the stanîdard.

11r. COSTIGAN. Yes :because these grades
are fixe(d at the request of the North-Vest people
themselves in order to meet the average crop of
that country, which is an excellent crop, as lion.
gentlemen know. in quality, in weight, in colour, and 
everythinîg of that. kind. Parlinament has matde the
grades hiigher in the i North-West than they are in
Chicago. Now, if we lo nîot agree to the sugges-
tion in this respect, not to give the official charaLcter
of inspection to this kinid of grain, but to make
this a coninnsercial gradefor a special purpose and
only for that one season, you will have to abandon
the high grades under all circumstances.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). Why should you touch
the grades if you fix the standard aceording to the
quality of the cirop? If this does not coue up to
that standard it is not the less an article of mer-
chandise, but is of an inferior quality, which the
purchaser is able to judge for himself. You do not
help him in theleast 1)y undertaking to fix an arti-
ficial grade which lie cannot compare with any-
thing else. Hie mîust see the grain itself before lie
Can judge.

Mr. CHARLTON. We are not likelv to have
the grading of wheat in the great markets of the
world affected by the views of the boards of trade
of Winnipeg and the little towns in the North-
West. Wheat is graded in Chicago, in New York,
in Liverpool and the other markets of the world,
and the grading is established there, and it is
absurd to suppose that you can establish a stan-
dard wvhich is fluctuating ain goes Up and down

according to circuînstauces. If you have a crop
of frosted wheat mie year and very little No. 1
liard, you are proposing to iuake special stanîdards
for thiat year. That·is a perfect absurdity. The
wheat lhas to be sold in the markets of the world
on the established grade in those markets, anti
iyou cannot make any grading in the North-West
which will muitigate flue results of not lhaving your
wlheat up to the standards of the corn markets of
the world.. You may adopt the ordiniary standards
of grading, and I tlhink the adoption of any other
rule will beget misclievoîus consequences.

-Mr. TROW. I think any ruile adopted by
Parlianment for the grading of wheat in the North-
West has a tendency to an imposition onthe
settlers and is altogether in favour of the buyers,
wlio take advantage of those whîo sell on -account
of the grading.

Mr. CHARLTON. It is like a scheme to make
a fiat dollar serve the pu-pose of a coin. I think
thé Minister of InlInd Revenue hlad better let the
usages of the worlId apply to the North-West, and
I believe lie will find it will be to the advantage of
thiat counitry.

Mr. DAVIN. I think mv hon. friends aire en'-
tirely nistakeni as to the way in whici thfis clause
would operate. Last year we had a good crop in
the North-West, and we had a large amunît :f
very peculiar wleat. It had not filled out in con-
sequence of the absence of une rains, and soaume of
the buyers ut first graded it as if it.wais frosted
whieat. They graded it low. Ry-ad-.ye, it went
over to England, anîd there it. was found to ble of
the very first quality, but it was only late iii the
season that anythiug like a proper price was given
for this wheat. If we hat hîad this legislation
theu, that wlieat could have been gi-aded sjecially
iii the way provided for in this clause. Nearly
every year we have wheat in the North-West that
should be thuîs specially g-aded, anud I know that

î in my constituency there is a strong desire to have
such legislation as this passed.

Mr. Mc.MULLEN. I think this is very danger-
ous legislation. I woult like to know if the Hoards
of Trade of Toronuto and Montra and othier places
througliout this DIominion have been conîsulted in
relation to this matter. We a-e not lhere to legis-
late simply in the interests of Manitoba and the
North-West or what they iay coniceive to be their
interests. but we are legislating here iii the interests
of the whiole Dominion. l'his grain which mnay lbe
marked No. 1 of this Dominion under ai enact-
ment passed liere, muuay grade very nmuchu lower
wlen it is placed oi the commercial boards in
Toronto, Montreal and other points, and I think it
is going to militate against the success of the North-
West rather than in its favour to pass this provis-
ion. I agree with the member for Perth (M-r. Trow)
that the mnembers of the boards of trade alid those
who dealu in wheat in the North-West will take the
advantages whici this Bill will give theum in secur-
ing fromt the produicers thieir wheat at perhiaps a less
price than they otherwise would do.

Mr. COSTIGAN. He did not. saay that.
Mr. MACDONALD (Winnipeg). It will operate

the other way.
Mr. McMULLEN. I cannot see how that carn

be. Whuy should we introduce legislation affecting
only the North-Weast ? I should like to know if
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