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me, that five-tenths of a cent is the lowest rate at
which heavy goods can be conveyed on the Inter
colonial Railway. The consequence is, and the
House, which is now asked to vore $300,000 addi-
tional for the Intercolonial Railwsy, may make a
note of it that acconling to the st
last night, and according to the stzioment given us
to-day, whereas it costs five-tenths of & cent per
ton per wile to convey such goods, the conmtry is

conveying this coal for three-tenths of a cent or}
about one-half : or, in other words, on every single |

ton of coal which is hauled we sustain a loss of
about one-fitth of & cent per ton per mile. I do
not think, Sir, if that is a specimen of the way in
which a good many of these charges are regulated,
it is at all a matter to be wondered at. that there
is now a deficit of over half a willion dollars per
year on the working of the Intercolonial Railway.

So long as this system goes on, so long the whole |
to be taxed for the purposes |

of the country is going
of conveying coal to oéixlige the proprietors of a par-
ticular railroad.

Mr. FRASER. I think there ave other reasons
why there is a deficit on the Intevcolonial Railway,
and I ean very well understand why it is necessary
that this 300,000 was not included in the Esti-
mates, and has to be voted new,

leased with the speech made by the hon. member
or Albert (Mr. Weldon) a few days ago when he
referved to the Intercolonial Railway.  Itis becom-
ing a very serious matter, and while T van conveive
that the country is very wmuch benefited by a
Government railway camying goods at a cheaper
rate, still if we can find other reasons than that
why a deficit occurs I think we shonld engquire into
them. Now, Sir, I think that all thoughtful wen
ought to move in the divection indicated by the
member for Albert (Mr. Welden), and for this
reason : 1 take it that the Intercolonial Railway is
badly managed perforce. I think perhaps that
even a stronger Government, a Gavernment of
stronger woral back-hone than the present Govern-
ment, wonld make a mistake in rvunning that read
because there are so many people who look upon
that Government road as something made for them-
selves and their friends, that the Govermment put
anybody and everybody into office upon that voad.
During the last election we hada very fine example
of the system under which the Intercolonial Railway
is ran. In every town there was a book of passes

ready to be filled up with the names of voters, |

and these names were filled in and given to every
man who wanted to go anywhere over the province

to vote. I will give you one example of this, as I

happen to have the evidence of it right in my haund.
For example, the secretary of the Conservative
Association for the County of Pictou is an official
of the Nominion Government, he is keeper of the
Savings Bank in the town of New Glasgow, and a
very worthy man, and he was secretary of the
Assoclation in New Glasgaw. A letterisaddvessed
to a gentleman in New Glasgow, and is sent with
the inseription °* please have this delivered at
once,” and the name of Mr. Cameron, secretary
of the Conservatives for the County, is put upon
it to deliver it to the voter, and he does deliver it.
The voter who lived in New Glasgow, but who had
a vote in-the County of Halifax, opens the letter
and he finds that it contains two passes. The man
has no idea of voting, but his name is found on the

I was very much !

siewent given us |

- A B for it

fin order to bring him back from Halifax.
the statement here, andd 1 take the responsibility of

' Intercolonial Railway ?

 list in Halifax, and it is discovered that he lives in

the town of New Glasgow, and so advoitly is the
work done that he gets a pass as an employé of
the railway department. The pass veads as fol
lows :—

N

¢ Intercolonial Railway—For employés only.”

L Of course, every man that votes is an employ¢ of
the Government, and this pass is for employés
ouly-——

“ Pass—A B—From New (lasgow to Dartmouth.”
I do not give his name, but I substitute the letters
He did not live in Dartmouth, ner
did he need to go to Dartmouth at all, but so
adveitly is the business managed, that in order to
,imt the people off the scent, he is given a pass to
Jartmouth. The pass says:

“ Why granted > ——
And there is a stroke after the wonds “why
granted,” because it conld not be granted to him

 as an employé,  The pass is good up to Sth March,
and it s signed by DL Pottinger and was counter-

signed by P. 8 Archibald, The pass was just
handed to the man and he could go on that to
Halifax to vote, but he did not go and did not
vote. There was a veturn pass for this man, and
the return pass is of & like character. It says:
“ Pass—A B—From Halifax to Barney's River.”

Barney's River is 20 miles beyond New Glasgow,
where the man lives: they make it appear that he
- did not Hve in New Glasgow, and so they give
hiwm a pass to Barney's River, 20 miles beyond that,
1 make

the statement, that, if the books of the Inter-
colonial Railway are searched, during the time of
the last election, it will be found that hundreds of
voters were granted passes in the same way. Now,
that is not fair to the other voters. 1f the Inter-
colonial Railway is to be used for election pur-
poses, they should give passes all round. Why
should unsanctitied Grits be compelled to pay,
when they go to vote, while these loyal Conserca-
tives can get passes anywhere they like along the
You will uotice, of conrse,
that the passes Jdo not come from Ottawa at all:
it is all done down below. The acting Miuister of
Railways knew nothing about it, er else he wonld
 frown upen it, and the chief engineer—whom I
 am glad to see on the tloor of the House, instruct-
ing the Minister, and who conducts so well the
business of the Intercolenial Railway—would not
do it, of course ; everyone knows that.  You see,
it is Jdome at Monecton, and these books of passes
were in the hands of the agents of the Conservative
party : the book was handed to the Conservative
agent, and he counid fill it wp with any name he
liked. The Govermment found it was necessary to
use $0 many niore engines, and so much more eoal,
and to keep so many more men at work, that they.
of course, found the money voted last year was
not suflicient, and that is one of the reasons why
this $30¢,000 had te be drawn on a Governer Gen-
eral’s warrant.
Mr. FOSTER. To carry your hundred voters.

Mr, FRASER. I submit that it is high tiwme the
Geovernment should take this matter into their
serious consideration, I tell you, that the fact that
' the people know thiat a Government road—and the
Government are the trustees for the people-—is



