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may well be obtained at a point well short of economic collapse. When Mr.
Smith’s followers realize that the growing economic dislocation resulting from
the UDI is not a temporary phenomenon but rather that their trade will
continue indefinitely and progressively to be damaged by sanctions and that
their economic prospects are distinctly bleak, they should realize their mistake in
backing his illegal action. It is therefore very important to keep up the
economic pressure on the illegal régime to make clear to its supporters that
there is to be no slackening but rather an increase in the efforts of countries
applying the sanctions. We attach importance to the general embargo on exports
to Rhodesia by the United States on March 18.

What action will be taken in the United Nations if the sanctions do not give
evidence of greater success remains to be seen. Action under Chapter VII of the
United Nations Charter could be confined to oil sanctions, or it could be confined
to other sanctions.

Speaking for the Canadian government and knowing what this means to
the Commonwealth as a whole, we cannot in any way relent in our conviction
and in our effort, within the limitations that we have prescribed for ourselves,
to see this matter through. Nothing less than the interests of the Commonwealth
is involved in this situation.

A major Canadian contribution, apart from the total embargoes on exports
and imports that we have authorized, has been the Canadian contribution to the
Zambia airlift. This airlift was necessitated by the action of the illegal regime
in cutting off the supply of oil products to Zambia in December of last year after
the embargo commenced against Rhodesia. Zambia was almost wholly depend-
ent on Rhodesia for oil products from the refinery inside Rhodesia.

® (12.20 p.m.)

Now, far from being ineffective, this airlift has enabled Zambia to maintain
and build up its oil stocks to the point where, with increased use of road
transportation, the airlift itself may be reduced or become unnecessary in a few
weeks time. This has been a useful undertaking and one most effectively carried
out by the Royal Canadian Air Force. Our participation was originally intended
for a period of one month, starting late in December. We subsequently agreed
at the request of the British and Zambian governments to continue the airlift
until the end of April. The position now is being reviewed. I might say that the
airlift has cost Canada up to March 31, $1,125,000. I have thought it desirable to
emphasize the effectiveness of this particular effort because of the criticisms that
have been made over the weekend about it.

We have to consider the question of Rhodesia alongside other questions that
require settlement at this particularly difficult period in our relations with other
countries in the Commonwealth, in the United Nations and outside. Our policies
in respect of all of these questions is a reflection of the responsibility of any
state in the interdependent world in which we live to make its contribution
toward removing international sources of friction and to the establishment of
peace in the world.

Mr. McINnTOosH: Mr. Martin, I intended to ask a question on orders of the
day but this was prior to the knowledge I had that this meeting was to take



