that at the back of all was the intent of world domination. I said, too, ab
the very outset that the nations of Europe, by placing their faith in
neutrality, would find, as a consequence of their blindness and aloofness,
that their own national existence might disappear.

In official pronouncements this house and the Canadian people have
been told repeatedly that supremacy in the air was necessary for effective
defence, and for the final offence which alone can gain victory. They
have been told with equal emphasis that effective blockade, through the
maintenance of British sea power, was essential, not only to victory but
to survival. Above all, month in and month out, I have said with all
the force at my command that freedom on this continent was inseparable
from the preservation of British freedom; also that the preservation of
British freedom was inseparable from the restoration of human freedom
wherever it has been destroyed. I might add that the corollary is equally
true. The restoration of human freedom depends upon the preservation of
British freedom until the day comes when the forces of freedom, under
the leadership of Britain, having mobilized their full strength, march
forward to victory.

When France signed the armistice she believed, and most of the neutral
European countries with her, that all was over with Britain as well as with
herself. The great tragedy is that France did not know the truth.
Believing that the enemy was invincible, she preferred surrender to the
prospect of annihilation. In the United States, majority opinion was
swayed for a time by the fear that Britain would be powerless to withstand
so formidable a foe. It doubted her power to resist. The America?
people were asking themselves whether it might not be more prudent 10
retain the weapons of war, even though they were so desperately needed by
Britain, in order that they might defend themselves against a peril which
would become irresistible once the peoples of the British Isles were
vanquished.

All that has changed, and changed completely. During the last threé
months, unsurpassed in the history of Britain, it has become increasingly
clear that German mentality has never really understood the British peOP‘I.e'
Once again the men and women of the British Isles have revealed their
dauntless courage and their ability to fight, and to endure, when their freedom
is endangered. Like Cromwell’s Ironsides, “ They know for what they
fight.”

When we reflect upon the improved position in the Mediterraneab
almost unbelievable three months ago; when we recall the transfer of the
American destroyers; the enormous increase in war materials which arfe
flowing from the United States and Canada to the island fortress; when 1#
addition to witnessing the fruits of Canadian planning we have also the
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