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Under current circumstances, none of the political parties has thepotential to win an absolute majority of the vote in the next pauliamentso that it MI be critical to find coalition partners with whom ta govem.Here, SDSM can work much better with the ethnic Aibanians partiesand has experience in negotiating a goveming coalition. If VMVRO-DPMNE wants ta govem, the party MI need ta negotiate fairly with theethnic Aibanian parties. Otherwise, it will have ta remain in opposition.
Given that no political party is in a position ta dominate the politicalsoene in the way that SDSM has for the past six years, coalition-building is the order of the day. The 1996 local elections demonstratedthat the opposition parties fared better in coalitions than atone. Theseelectoral coalitions, however, have no moorings ta the traditional left,night or centre. The electorate, in retum, has very tenuous loyalties tathe parties. Opinion polils indicate that the recorded electoral supportof a party changes constantly and there is always a high number ofMundecided" voters. Constant internai struggles within partyleaderships also contribute ta shifting party loyalties.


