INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA,
1974

THE CONTRACTING GOVERNMENTS,

BEING DESIROUS of promoting safety of life at sea by establishing in common
agreement uniform principles and rules directed thereto,

CONSIDERING that this end may best be achieved by the conclusion of a Con-

vention to replace the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1960,
taking account of developments since that Convention was concluded,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

ARTICLE 1
General Obligations under the Convention

(a) The Contracting Governments undertake to give effect to the prov_isions of the
present Convention and the Annex thereto, which shall constitute an mtegral part
of the present Convention. Every reference to the present Convention constitutes at
the same time a reference to the Annex.

(b) The Contracting Governments undertake to promulgate all laws, c_lecrees, orders
and regulations and to take all other steps which may be necessary to give the present

Convention full and complete effect, so as to ensure that, f{om the point of view
of safety of life, a ship is fit for the service for which it is intended.

ARTICLE II
Application
The present Convention shall apply to ships entitled to fly the flag of States the
Governments of which are Contracting Governments.
ARTICLE III
Laws, Regulations
The Contracting Governments undertake to communicate to and deposit with

the Secretary-General of the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organiza-
tion (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘the Organization’’):



