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By Euex Huss
S1aff Reperier af Tus Wart STREET JOURNAL
VENICE, Itaty—White House officlals
bad high hopes that Pregident Resgan
would be seen at the economic summit as

1ast week, Mr. Reagan's advisers b‘e‘ﬁ:‘m
that he brought two cards with him,
{zsues on which the other lesders would ex-
press their solidarity or at least thelr ap-
preciation: arms control and the Persizn
Gulf. But he never had a real rtunity
10 play either card, When the final commu-

N‘Y| m. mw dﬂ'
sm out for praise wasn't the v.l.-g;lg
cnf:tnnke befors the summit, with it big-

" ger-than-expected stimulus package.
aceoug Mr,

And instead of winning
Reagan heard an earful about the U.S,
budget deficlt and what some [eit was a
!éelll::erem U.S. stance in the Perslan

u 1]

Dven before the sunuull beyuy Munday,
U.S. officials had determined that the al-
Mes wouldn't agres to a datailed joint plan
for protecting the Persian Gulf. Mr. Rea:
gan had expected to raise the iszue 4t the
Monday dinner, but wis sidetracked by the
allles’ animated specuistion about Soviet
leader Mikhall Gorbachev and their con.
cerns about arms control. Instead of boost-
ing Mp, Resgan by praising hisleedership
on arms control, the leaders debated with
him past midnight about whether & new
North Atlantic Treaty Organization de-
fense policy must be developed.

White House Hope

.’ A the Iaders discitssd Third World
dabt yesterday, Mr. Reagan was handly

.mote effective in leading the debate,

AFrench officin) claimed with some as-
ton{shment that Mr. Reagan “did not open
Ma mouth” at the twohour session. He
sald that ingtesd, the U.S. case was pre-
sented by Secretary of State George Shults
during & contentious two-hour debate over

. how to messure nations' forelgn aid contri-

butions, Allan Wallls, undersecretary of
state for economic affairs, disputed this
aceount. “Inany csse,” he concluded, “the
three (Mr, Reagan, M. Shults and Treas-
ury Secretary Junas Baker) were coafer

throughout,'* ...
The president wasn't confronted about
sccording’

trade messures at home.
But White House officialy insisted vigor-
last night that this waen't the case.
“The president i3 still strong .. .. We're
£t 1ooked 10 for lesdership. And, i I mey
sty 80, the president has provided that
leadership bere at the summit,” Tressury
Secretsry Baker sald in an interview on
Cable News Network.




