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VENICE, Italy—White Howe officials 
had high hopes that President Reagan 
would be seen at the economic summit u 
a formidable •vorld leader, proving bY 
word and deed that  ha  hasn't been weak-
ened by the Iran-Contra Kendal. 

But when the summit ended here yell-
tetdaY, the•e wu little evidente they had 
succeeded. 'Me leaders' joint =nuniqt» 
and private comments failed to offer dux 
support  for Mr. Reagurs specific policy' 
got> on foreign and •conomic fronts. 

As they arrived hen for the tummit 
lut week, Mr. Rtzgan's advisers believed 
that he brought two trump  carda  with hint 
issues on which the other leaders would ex-
preu their solidarity or at leut their ap-
predation: arrns =trol and the Persian 
Gulf. But hi never had a real opportunity 
to play either card. When the final commu. 
nique wu reul yeeterday, the country  sin. 
lied  out for praise Wain% th. U.S.—It wu 
Japan. which Caged a preemptive politi-
cal strike be(ore the stunmit, with lis big-
ger-than-expected stimulus package. 

And instead of winning accolade ldr. 
Reagsn heard an earful about the U.S. 
budget deficit and what some felt wu a 
belligerent U.S. stance in the Persian 
Gulf. 

:Fe« before the *tumult brow fieumbey, 
U.S. officials had determined that the al-
lies wouldn't agree to a detailed joint plan 
for protecting the Persian Cult ?dr. Rek 
gin had expected to raise the issue at the 
Monday dinner, but wu sidetricked by the 
allies' animated 'peculation about Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev and their cons
cens about gnu control. Ingtead of bac-
illi Reagan by praising hie Ietdetship 
on arma  control, the leaders debated with 
him put midnight &act whether a nro 
North Atlantic Treaty Orperation  de-
fente  policy must te developed. 

1 

- Al  the leaders Meuse& Third World 
debt yesterday,  MT.  Rum wu hardly 

.mare  effective In leading the debate. 
A Trench official claimed with some u-

tonishment that Mr. Reagan "did notepen 
his !no-1th" at the two-hour session. He 
said that instead, the U.S. cue wu We 
ante bY Secretary of State George Shuns 
during a contentious two-hour debate over 
bow to mime nations' foreign aid cœr
butt= Allan Wallis, undersecretary of 
state for •conomic affairs, disputed this 
=ant. "tn any cue," lie concluded, "the 
three Mr. Reagan, Xr. Shultz and Treas-
ury Secretary Junes Hiker) were =hr. 
ring throiighout." 

The president Tun% contronted about 

to 	. But he didn't 	it en•
the han 	e 1. according' 

tire' either. Tho enrage:I 	1:1 
piped 121t0 many hotel rooms vt.he 

 wo ng quarters of the press here via — 
tie ews Network. The scandal and 
Be 's diminished influence at 
ciudin 	lose of GOP control of 	Sen- 
ate, clea 	 expect& 
time for hie e 	votes, particularly on 
trade meutuet at home. 

But White Roue official* !misted vigor-
ously lut night that this wun't the eue. 

 "The president Ls still strong .... Were 
still looked to for lesdership. And, if I may 
say so. the president hu provided that 
leadership here at the summit.• Treasury 
Secretary Baker said in an interview on 
cible News Nebtork. 
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