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MINISTER LALOWDE: ' It is a“very serious illusion.
I have Tittle doubt in my mind abolt that™ The P.His
are gierstating their case very, very considerably in this
respect. Quebec is much more dependent on the rest of
the Canadian market#than the rest of the Canadian economy
is dependent on Quebec!

Quebec is much more dependent on the Ontario
market than Ontario is dependent on Quebec.

The basic manufacturing industries in Quebec
benefit from high Canadian tariffs, or have, traditionally,
benefitted from high Canadian tariffs on shoes, furniture;
and that tariff has benefitted Quebec-where those industries

are concentrated. So it is really questionable whether

the rest of Canada would want to continue such tariffs--

“Which, in effect, ape protecting mainly Quebec at the

present time, in those fields--assuming there is a wish
for independence--and notential economic association,
subsequently.

So the ideasthat Quebec holds very strong cards
in terms of neqotiation for an economic association
again --is a dangerous illusion. Quebec would be
negotiating from a position of weaknesss-not from a
position of strength-<in such a situation.

And this is our argument with our Separatists:

that, really, Quebec has much more leverage inside the




