
ASEAN Dialogue Keyto Building Transpacific Community
~4I V jbroader international agenda with which

we are ail charged.
f In this regard, 1 want to commnend Sing-

apore for holding the first ASEAN PMC
A Senior Officiais Meeting ini May. Not only

will the SOM lay the groundwork for our
annual discussions, but it will also feed
into the growing network of complemen-
tary opportunities for dialogue on security
in the region. These consultations should
become a regular feature of our prepara-
tdons, and we should offer a clear politicai
endorsement of this process.

We are also very pleased that our hosis
took the initiative to organize last night's
informai dinner, which brought together
the foreign ministers participating in both
the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting and the
PMC. We hope that thîs dinner wiIl be the
first step towards a substantive ASEAN
Regional Forum that produces greater

The Canadian délegation ta the ASEAN PMC held in Singapore in July. In the front row, transparency, increased understanding and
from leit ta right: Mr. Howard Balloch, Assistant Depuly Minister, Asia-Pacific Branch, a better guarantee of regional security.
EAITC; External A ffairs Minister Perrin Beatty; and Mr. Gavîn Stewart, Canada's High
Commissioner ta Singapore. Political

Following are excerptsfrom the ad-
dress by External Affairs Minister Perrin
Beatty to the ASEAN PMC on July 26.

To determine the importance of Asia to
Canada, we need only look at the trade fig-
ures. But the relationship, and the bonds
between us, go much further. Trade lias
created economic bonds, immigration bas
created bonds of family and culture, and
the increasing movement of our citizens
across the Pacific has created a strong and
lasting bond of friendship....

Canada is an active, committed player
in the transpacific community. Our rote in
the world enables us to bring issues that af-
fect this region to the table in international
fora such as the G7, and to carry the re-
sults of such consultations back to meet-
ings like this one. We equally value the
opportunity to discuss the relevance of
global issues in the regional context, par-
ticularly at this formative time and in this
spectacular setting....

Security

on this week's agenda, and that ASEAN's
partniers and friends in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion have been invited to join the discus-
sions at the ministerial level.

Canada agrees that an effective ap-
proacli ta security dialogue should be in-
clusive in its membership, engaging al
relevant players. It also must be compre-
hensive in its agenda, reflecting the di-
verse challenges ta security - some tradi-
tional, some flot.

White we are at a critical and formative
stage in this ASEAN process, it lias been

In our global and regional foreign pol-
icy, Canada gives high priority to human
rights, democratic development and the
rule of law. Canadians have upheld these
values even when it was flot in our imîne-
diate economic interests to do so.

There is no question, as we see from
the shining example of Singapore, that sta-
bility is essential for economic advance-
ment. However, we aiso believe that eco-
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