
THE FUNCTIONS 0F A PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL. 5

the niost part they receive committed or certified cases of what
might term "judge-made" insanity, since not the medical pro-,

'sion atone but the judge of probate (or his equivalent) lias the
mual decision in his mind and hand concerning the institutional
;e of these patients. The mai ority of them eventually die in the
;triet institutions or return thence after various periods of ex-
imural life.
The picture should not be painted too black as several (or shall
say many?) of these district institutions contain modern labor-

)ries for diagnostic and therapeutic work, proper occupational
ýrapy, and staff members who are stiniulated by teadhing in-
mes and students, and the like. The 'receiving wards of these
;trict hospitals are sometimes adapted to demands upon the higli-

level; and their differentiated per capita (that is, if budgets
ýre so constructed that one could tell in detail how mudli these
,eiving wards comparatively cost) would make a very respectable
:)wing alongside the per capita cost of good general hospitals.
short, there is evidently a striving on the part of district institu-
,ns to keep up with the times and treat their insane wards upon
Sbest medical lines.
Pari passu with these idealized receiving ward developments,

e finds that more and more patients resort to these district hos-
;als under the voluntary relation (for by this time in comniuni-
s of so high a degree of civilization, the laws governing the
;ort of voluntary patients to the state institutions have bècome re-
mped and Iiberalized, perhaps even so devised as to permit indi-


