
OPENIN0 OF PARLIAMENT.

The opening of the first Legisiative AsseMbly of the
new century and of the reign of His Majesty King
Edward VII. on Wednesday afternoon lasc, was one of
the most solemn and impressive spectacles that has ever
been witnessed in Toronto.

The magnificent legisiative chamber wbich formerly
on such occasions has been effulgent with the spiendor of
society arrayed in ail its glory, had doffed its butterfly
trappings, and purpie atone relieved the somber gloom, of
the universal black.

The shadow wbich so recently fell upon the tbrone
seems to have enveloped the politician who moved about
on the floor, as nowhere was seen that spirit of combat
which so eminently characterized the last opening of the
Century.

The appearance of His Excellency the Lt.-Governor
was a most dramatic incident. The venerable old mani
who had so long served and so recently represented bis
late sovereign lady Queen Victoria, with bowed head and
trembling step advanced to the throne to open the Legfis-
lattire in the r.ame of
King Edward VIL.
With spontaneous
reverence the vast
crowd arose. and neyer
was thedignityandima-
iestv of our svstem of

AN IMPORTANT EVENT.

On Friday evening next in the Conservatory of Music
Hall, representatives of Queen's and Varsity are to decide
the debating championshîp of the two Universities. The
students of. University College cannoe be impressed too
strongly witb the necessity of turning eut in large num-
bers to support their men. A bail fuît of enthusiastic
Varsity men will do far more to help Messrs. Burton and
Phipps to, win than ail the good wishes which can be
expressed for them by absent frieids. Two years ago
Q ueen s came up here, and in a very even conte4> suc-
ceeded in winning. This year it is hoped 'the tab>les will
be turned. The subject to be di4scussed-"1 Resolved that
the present immigration policy of Canada is in the best
interests of the country "-admits of interesting treat-
ment. In Mr. Burton, who is to lead the ns-gative,
Varsity possesses a forcible and on occasion a brîliant
speaker. Those wbo heard his address on convocation
day, when the cannon were presented to the University,
will remember the effective manner in which hie performed
his task. Mr. Phipps, his colleague, is. one of the most

promident mernbers of
the junior year. with
ne littie debating ex-
perience behind him.
As a Political Science
studt nt he will be
in a pusition te bandle
the theme of the de-
bate com prebensively.
In the recent debaie
between the third and
fourth years Mr.
Phipps demonstrated
bis abilities as a cool
and convincing speak-
er, and to him was
due no smaîl measure
of the sticcess of bis
side. With twe such
representa: ives, an d
with the needful sup-
port of the students,
Varsity should win
out.
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