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A LAD) O' lPAIRTS.

RTLiFU LLY we deilicate the irst e<itorial ini the

fis sue of the new year to the one wbo gnided
TieVARSITY so fearlessly aiid safely througli the

wîl I storr is of the îlays that seemi but as yesterday. Hie

wl o did so ii mcli for this papier, and wlbo sacrificed s0

mnucb iii bis b)rave attemipt to better this [University, is

<loubiy entitiecl to a tribute of affection and admiration,

whicb shall give expression, however faintly, to tbe feeling

whicb is universal in tbe liearts of those wlîo are left to

carry oni the good work that bie began.

lames A. Tucker xvas a mai after our own beart ; a

man worthy to be bield up as an example. Fie was a

1rilliaut strident, yet ever took a keen interest and active

part in ail college institutions andI customs. fle was a

boon companion, a kind-bearted gentleman and a stea(lfast

friend. There was riot an uîidergraduate but was bis

frîend and admirer. lIe wielded over tbem an influence

for good, ami cailed forth from tbem au affectionate de-

votion wbicli be could neyer bave suspected. Few men

iii college life bave pussessed so powerful an influence

over tbecir fellow-students ; and none ever strived nmore

couscientiously to exercise it« evur for good.

The life of the receut editor of TuE VARSITY previotis

to hast year xvas quite uneventful :ble having taken tbe

usual course tbrougli the Puiblic Scliool anid Collegiate

Instituite into the Ulniversity. Lt is said tbat the child is

father to the inan ; and we sureiy have a notable in-

stance of it biere ; for, while " Jim " was as yet uninitiated

into the mysteries of letters, we find biîr issuing a littie

weekly, whose columns used to be filled with large and

sniall dots to represent the printing. If the key to those

bierogiypbics could be discovered, tbe little jouru ais would

doubtless prove interesting and profitable reading. During

his schooldays lie wvas always conducting sorne littie paper,
and at the Coliegiate Institute was the editor-in-chief of
the Aiîdiltýriiiin, the organ of the Literary Society. From
thcnce lie rose to a position on the staff of the Owen Sournd
Timies, wbicbi lie lias beld for the iast four years, devoting
bis holidays to newspaper work. lus latest appointmcent
was to the chair of editor-ini-chief of this paper, a position

wbich owing to peculiar cil cumnstances, lie held for the

entire year, witli the exception of but one issue. Mr.

Tueker bias a1lvays been a lover of bîooks and a ceaseless
reader, taking special deliglit in the poets. As is well-

knowî, lie lias written quite extensively, his contributions
in verse liaving beeri pnblislied in Englisbi, Amierican and

Canadian muagauines. He bias also shown ability with bis

pencil, contril)Iting several cartoons and comtec sketches
to Grip. lu religion lie is a Presbyterian, biaving united

with the Churcli when about seventeen vears of age. In

tis city bie wvas a communicant and regular attendant at

Old St. Andrews.
The ciays of last spring are still fresbi in our miuds, and

ail know the part Mr. Tucker took, iii those sad, but stir-

ring eveîîts. By nature nioue moo strong, lie devoted bis

energies and timie so entirely and untiringly to the work

in hand, that at the iast lie was on the verge of physical

coliapse. Day after day, for montbs, lie worked unceas-

ingly to bring to comipletiori the task lie ha<l set bimst-lf to

performn. Niglit after ni-ht, far on into the morning, with

aclîing becad, weary brain aîîd discouraged becart, that man

toiled incessantly. On bîtui, as editor of the colleg,ý jour-
nal, lay the responsibility of the actions of those who

received their incentive fromn bis peu-a burden not ligbtly

borne. Besieged with visitors, lie welcomed ahl with a

bri.gbt sm-ile and. warmn pressure of the hand. No man

couIld talk with him without being encouraged to persevere

and go forward. He was at bis very best wlien entertain-

ing in bis own roomi ; but lie will not soon be forgotten as

bie stoocl on the platformn, addressing bis fellow stridents.
His moderation of speech and earnestness of delivery bad

irresistible force ; while bis modesty and retiring
nature, tliat shunried undue publicity, won for bim the re-

spect of ail. The greatest plîysical and mental trial bie

hiad to endure was the work and anxiety of tie days im-
nmediately preceding and during the sitting of the com-

mission. The severity of tlîat prolonged strain ou his
systemn can be appreciated by himself alone ; yet flot a
minute was lost, not a murmur was beard. Tben came

expulsion and banisbment. The dark curtain has failen,
andlibe will appear no more upon tbis stage for ever. Only
a fond recollection remains to be cherished-the recollec-
tion of a ruan wbo did ail tbings witb an eye single to the
glory of bis university; a man wbo nmade up his mind

wbat wvas right and did it, regardless of consequences.
Oh, for a tbousand sncb men as hie in this university of

ours !
In tbe name of aIl who knew birn, THE VARSITY wishes

for Mr. Tucker every encouragement and the lîigbest
degree of success in bis new field of labour; and hopes

that bie will ever consider as bis sincerest frieuds those
witb wbomn be came in contact during bis undergraduate
days at the University of Toronto.


