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Tho higi duties are required ta enabie thern ta obtain prices oniy a little
below those of foreiga goods witi the duties added. And permanent
camtpetition of the domestic manufacturers among theinseivcs must be con-tined ta this limit; they enter on a race frorn which their mast formidablecompetitars are either excluded or only permitted ta run with a bail ontheir feet. This is the competition which Sir Leonard boasts hie hascreated, and which, ta do hum justice, hie seems ta have persuadcd irseif
lias brought cheapness out of high duties ai-d local disadvantages in pro-
duction.

In the absence of expianations, wii the inamning papers did notreport, it is impassible ta teil whether the increase of the tariff on"icostume clatis, serges and winceys " imnplies a need for more revenue, orlias protection for its motive. Possibiy bath these abjects are aimied at.Certain it is that the margin of revenue over expenditure lias becorne verynarrow ; and we cannot forever go on increasiiîg the debt without danger
of disaster. How far the tariff cani be raised without producing a decrease
of revenue Sir Leonard mnay be nxiaus by tentative etforts ta discaver;
and it is nlot impossible tint lie rnay fiad the liniiit of the revenue-pro-
ducing power saine day when lie Ieast expects the uawelcome revelation.

_________TiioRPE MAI3LE.

ENGLISII LEITE?.

CHIESTERL, Jarîuary 22, 1885.
SiNCE tie tidings froin Zulu of the catastrophe at Isandana, andi the isola-tion of Pearson and his gailant littie force at Ekowe, no sucli anxious Loews

lias reachied Engiand as that of the end of hast wveek. llappily the strainwill flot last s0 long. It was iiome thian a inonth, befoî-e any tidincgwhatever
came froin Zuluhand of the Buils and tiîeir Il bull dog" coloniel, and to-<lay
we are in daily télégraphie comminunication witlî Lord Wolsciley and ]lislieutenants ; but 1 begin ta qluestion wiietier the chiange is ta la- reckoîîed
ýmucli of an advantage. At any rate thoen, if wc got lia news, wve got mio
lies. Now yesterday, in tic morniîig, caîjue down a telegraîn titat Geneî-al
BuIlcrs force lîad met with a disaster at Abu Kiea Wells, or on the 'tua-cIita Korti. For tic wiohe day this was believed and miot contradictc.d tiltlate la tic evening, whexî a vague notice was put up timat the Goverumient
had icard nothing ta justify suci a ruinour. Probably to-day thiere wilibe a positive contradiction, and to-nmurrow auiaUjer sc;îrc. [t 18 said, Iknow nlot with wliat trutiu, thuat tîmese r-eports are -spread for Stock Exciiaiige
put-poses. But wIîothicr thiat i>e so, or tlîey are oniy devices of journalists
or the trade-mngers of new.4papers, the nisohief and cruelty of tien, istic saine. liere are micar relatives of oflicei-s aîid ii of the Rtoyal Irish
in tus place, wio were kept iii an agony of suspense ail Sunday about
fathers, and iusbands and brothers. It wili 50011 becoimue a serious qlues-
tion whether tuis kind of reckhcssnless siould not ho mxade a criîîuiîîaî
oil'ence.

Apart froin lying telegramns, iowever, the position is for the nonbctt
as anxious as can well be. Buller's own despateli showvs that hus sînahl
force of 1,800 is practicalhy surrouiided at Abu Kîca Wells, uiot iner(iy
by Arabs, but by troops -probably tic negro regineîts wlio wero, in
Khartoumn with Gordon-who kîuow tic use of rifles anid are already
harassing his camp by a droopimîg fire fraîn long ranîges at a distance mît
whicli he can scarcely hope ta strike thieni efficientîy witi huis scanty
cavairy and nîouiited infantry. Tie enenîny iiuust bu la Possessioni of aîmpie
stores of ammiunition and armus of précision f -arn the plumuier î>f Khiartoumn,and Buhler liait a miarci of anc iundred and tif ty nmiles across tic desert
befare he cati rejoimi Woleshey, white is retreat wili no doubt encourage
the Arab spearmen ta try a r-ush once more on the squares, if alîy apeniîîg
is givenl. It wiil ho as brihhiant a feat of arns as we hlave hucard of inthese tiiues if thc mardhis1 successfully accoinpiislied ; but thé troops4 arepicked men, the genéral as daring a captain as can be fonnd ia any ariny.Sa we may hope for tic best. Long before this letter i-cachesi you themarch wili be one of histary, 50 I wilh waste no,further space in sPeculation,
though it is difflcult ta turn one's thouglits ta anything else.

And there is littie that is pleasant ta tura ta. Tic meeting of Parlia-ment lias disciosed as yet notiing but tiireatenings of bitter party figits in
the nations time of sore trial. This anc couid endure with more patience
if thc part>' figlit were ment as a real trial for power; but it is scarccly
possible ta believe this. Tic motion la tic Hbuse of Commons ils stîîdi-
ously vague, and intended obviously as a ineans of discreditiîig and embar-rassing the Governinent without any idea or hope of displacin'g or succeeding
it. And the press, as a whoie, is as bad as tic politicians: loud-mouthed
about the nation's honour white usine ever>' effort to humiliate and dis-crédit those who have that honour in keepirug for tic turne being. In aword, the oni>' reali>' briglit spot in the whoie business is tic part the

great colonies have taken in this crisis. 0f the Dominion I need not
speak, as we have known of their readiness, rîay eagerness, ta corne ta th
heip of the Mother Country in past years. But on the part of the An*
traiias it is a new departure, and has been taken at a time and in a inannel
which is in itself inspiriting for the moment, and prophetic of even greatel'
things in the near future. It is in spite, be it noted, of the curb which
has been Put upon their wishes and action in the South pacifie within the
last year-in spite, in the case of Victoria, of the preposterous blufldering
of aur Adiniraity in teieg-raphing their ships of war ta haut dowvnithe White
flag, which miost of us think they had good right ta carry,wthnheit
six manths-that New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia &rs
vieing with ecd other in oflèrs of miiitary heip in the Soudan. And 'lot
only are they rcady ta send ships and men, but ta bear the cost of eqCliP
ment and transit, and 1 believe ail other costs, thernselves. I c&flîît
remnîber the arrivai of more gratifying news ini this cuiiitry, and 1 WaO
a man whcn we heard of the storiig of the hieiglits of the Alima.

We are probably on the cve of a tonu and tryiu war, whicli mJaY Well
spred t Euope nd siabefore we see the end of it. But whereCri

spreads and however we fare in it, 1 for anc have no doubt but that at the
end we shall corne out of it an united empire in a sensé ivhichi few Of tho
most sanguine o f us wouid have dared ta dreant of a ycar ago. Bt i
accept, Sir, your warning conveyed in a note ta miy iast letter, that further
discussion of this great question xviii at préesent be premnature inYu
coiuînns.

Returning ta the point raised above, the rnelancholy détérioratian f
governiinent by party, in this country at any rate, if not everywhere One~is specialiy struck juist now by ane of the resuits at which we have arrived
At this marnent there are at any rate four men of Cabinet rank, and, 1
think, more trusted in the country at large than ail but two of Mr. Glad-
stoue's colleagues, who are ouid tîi ocnnit n crely likelY, "
far as we can see, ta return ta office in. a Liberal Party MinistrY. dnot speak of Mr. Briglit, whio is a thorougli party inan, but of the Duiko
of Argyli and Lord Riponl iii the Lords, and Mr. Forster and Mr. GsI~
in the Coinmons. Now [ have îîot the least douiît that several if not l
of theso woulIl be iii the Goverumient even now if the best opinion ,nd
judgrent of the country couid be got at. *I have eqlu;aiy littie doui)t that
it is just wliat is iinost valuaijie iii theut as governingt persoiis-tbeir jade
pen(ienct of thouglît and speech on different questions, and their tirin grl'
of principles involved, which the average politician either cannot onot sce-that lias kept th)er or driven tieni out of this Cabinet, and tuakes
it iess likeiy every day that they, or such as they, shouid belong ta ay
future oîîe. Indecd l begin, thoughi withl surrow, ta thiink that 'Ie are
rapidiy nearing a time when oniy opportuinists wiil bc possible as ou,
rulers.

I rernembnr years ago liearing anc of Mr. Gladstone', Cabinet SaY
biuntiy in a discussion, Il My gond sir, in aur poiitics, in aur tinte, "0o rcati really do goo(i or liairn; s0 you had hetter play the gaine, and not
stand out on fads4," and I begin ta think that thiat peî-niu-ious sentimlent W'l
prevail more anil mor-e in high places iii the near future-witil wiiat resuItS
tirne wiil soon show. The pity of it is tint Party Gavera ment is not realY
evenl wiat it assumnes ta be ; it is founded no doubt on a cauntiiig a edof a kind, but not even on a trustworthy coutiaig of heads. For instance,ta take eitiier of the naines given above ; if Englisi Iieads cauid be reallY
counted ail roundi boeafîde 1 entertain 11o ghiost of doubt that eilier of thci'l
woid corne out above alinost eveî-y one of the present Cabinet. It '0because we can't count heads fairiy, but oniy the hcads of anc party, andthat 1 fear by a constantîy deterioî-ating process, that wc seemn ta be in~
imminent danger of' getting at the hélai in the future oniy those wia., likethe very able and agrecable Privy Councillor above refcrred ta, believe theycano i either good nor harm ia thc long run, and s0 wiil plaiy tic gamfle, Or
ind other words steer the course on wiich the wind seems likely best ta fil1their privateer sails. However, I arn consciaus of perhaps more exiisper*
ation just now-the fruit of Iying teleigrarns and bogus notices of nîot""--than ougit in fairniess ta be paured out upon innocent folks like yOUrreaders. Another maath 1 hope may brinig straighter news, and with itbetter temper. 

THOMAS HUaIIE

A FACETIOUS gentleman, who lias suffered, thinks the modern recip6

for a party is thc following: "'Take ahi the ladies and gentlemen YOU i cnget, put thein into a roorn with a sinail fire and stew thein wIll ; 'aveready a piano, a handful of priats and drawings, and throw then 'in fraitime ta turne as the mixture thickens ; sweeten cwith poîiteness, and seasafiwiti wit, if yau have any ; if flot, flattery wiii do as wel, and i8 vei'Ycheap ; when ail have stewed for an hour, add ices, jeilies, cakes, lkmOlides
and wines."
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