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e4DINGS FROM CURRENT LITERA TUBE.

MY LOVE.
NOT as ail other women are
la she that to my soul is dear
lier glorious fancies corne from far,
Beneath the silver evening star,
And yet lier heart is ever near.

Great feelings bath eue of ber own,
Which lesser souls may neyer know
God giveth them to lier alone,
And sweet they are as any tone
Wherewith the wind may choose to blow.

Yet in herseif aie dwelletb net,
Aithougli no home were haif so fair
No simplest duty is forgot,
Life bath no dim and lowly spot
That doti flot in lier sunehine share.

She doeth littie kindnesses,
Which most leave undone or despise
For naughlt that sets one heart at ease,
And giveth happiness and peace,
le iow-esteemed in ber eyes.

She bath no scorn of common things,
And, though she seeem of other birtb,
Round us ber heart entwines and ciings,
And patientiy she folde lier wings
To tread the humble paths of earth.

Blessing ehe ie: God made lier en,
And deeds of week-day holiness
Pall fromn ber noiseless as the snow,
Nor bath she ever chaned to know
That auglit were easier than to bless.

She ie most fair, and thereunto
lier life doth rightly barmonize
Peeling nor thouglit that was not true
Ne'er made less beautiful the bine,
Unciouded heaven of lier eyc-s.

She je a woman : one in wliom
The springtime of lier childieli years
Ilath neyer lost its freeli perfume,
Thougli knowing weli that life bath room
For many blights and many tears.

1 love lier with a love as still
As a broad river's peacef ni miglit,
Whicli, by bigli tower and lowly miii,
Goes wandering at its own sweet will,
And yet dotb ever flow arigbt.

And on its fuil, deep breast serene,
Like quiet isies my duties lie;
It flows around themn and between,
And makes them freali, and fair, and green,
Sweet homes wherein to live and die.

-James Russell1 Lowell.

'rDRAGON OF MYTHOLOGY, LEGEND AND ART.
x the irtb-time of the dragon-myth, the primitive

% "' 1Suforngunder the manifold ille of life, attributed
1%b411)liwe cannot doubt, to the operation of a malevo-

~lot unlike to bis own, and souglit a sbape-mon-
1 40orrendum, informe ingen-in wbicb they sliould

%bhOrred, and, it miglit be, siain. He projected bis
4it , rsonality into the operations of nature, of wbîch be

refto.lie the plaything; and gave, as Shelley
itI"a buman lieart to what we cannot know." In

týtCbOUdy strongboid of darkness bis enemy was sbeltered,

4iO116trous 8 shape, Ilif sbape it miglit le called that shape
'th 11011," from whose terrors lie euffered most cruelly

,,the drouglit came, and famine and pestilence were
~l'abroad tlirougb the plains. This je no mere poeti-

'l*Of the matter, for in the Veda the earliest presen-
Of the enemy of Aryan man je Vritra or Ahi, the

I tling snake, wbo je not only tbe universal enemy, but
4doi a epecial mnanner the thief, and the black with-

Ib. Of the ran; and, conversely, Indra himself, the
Oer o0 the universe, the wonder worker and the oid

La1~an, je in special degree the liglit-maker and ramn-
~e~Everywliere in the Veda the elemental conflict

%dW'1these two goes on. Indra, youthfui, agile, ruddy

4' 8rOng, goee forth in his chariot, the thunderbolt
. 9db Tahr n bihndhis steede snorting and

%'11,to battle with Ahi or Vritra, the enemy. Hi j

14 hrotl5lied by clouds of Maruts, and the wbole artillery
%v4is discharged ; the earth and the sky crasb with

thU11derbolt, the cloud-castles of the monster are abat-
and broken, the celestial fountains are loosed and

S flows Plenteously on the earth below. . . To
%hieeandeJapanese belonge tbe credit of having

t~ . te dragon in the moat terrifie ehape that has
ýbje 'eGniven to it; and it would proliably lie impos-

itexrens in animal form greater fiercenees and mal-
t dttanaeepicted in the emblemn of Ohinese royalty.

1. hina that the dragon reachea its highest pin-
%j 0 .ject of reverence, for not only is it embua-

t ~011 imperial standards and figured in aimaost every
't' Iut position as a decoration, but it je maarkedly au
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object of propitiation, and festivals are heid in its honour.
Yet its connection with the root ideas of the Hindoos je
neyer lost, for it je a monster of miste and waters, and ie
painted isening from cloude. Ling Wong, the dragon
king, bas in his keeping the fountains of the deepe, and
from him are the raine derived. There je evidence aiso of
human sacrifice to the monster, for Hiouen-Thsang (the
Chinese Buddhist pi]grim to India, seventh Century, A.D.)
relates ow that one Wat Yuen, on the failure of a river,
irnmolated himself in propitiation of its dragon ; and, at
the dragon boat festivals, it je now believed that the boats
intimidate the moneter. Such ideas were probably carried
to China and Japan with Buddhism (and perliaps there
engyrafted on national mythe>, for Buddha himeelf was a
dragon elayer, and there je much in Hiouen-Tbsang throw-
îng light upon the subject. lIt is possible very clearly to
trace the dragon of Japan as a creature of mareli and
elime, to which propitiation was made ; and it may lie of
intereet to mention that a fairy story je now being sold in
Tokio, entitled "lYamata no Orochi," in which an eight-
headed monster je appeased, mucli as in the chivairic mytb,
by the sacrifice of maidens. -Magazine of Art.

BRONTE AND THIACKERAY : A CONTRAST.

POSTrnUMOUS correspondence generally tbrows a etrange
light on the character of celebrated people. r'here have
just been pulilished some lettere fromn Charlotte Brontë to
a friend, and in tliem elie writes of Thackeray. Which
does one suppose would be the more generous of the two-
the tender-hearted authorese of IlJane Eyre," or the
satirist of Il Vanity Fair " 1 Hear, first, what Charlotte
Bronté eaye: Il Mr. Thackeray je a keen, ruthlese satirist.
1 had neyer perueed bis writinge but with feelings of
blended admiration and indignation. Critics, it appears
ta me, do not know what an intellectual boa-constrictor he
is; they caîl him ' humorous,' 1 brilliant ;' bis je a most
scalping humour, a moet deadly brilliancy-lie does not
play witli hie prey, he coile round it and cruebes it in hie
rings. I wonder what the world thinke of him. I ehouid
think the faulte of sucli a man wonld be dietruet of any-
tbing good in human nature; galling suspicion of bad
motives iurking behind good actions. Are these hie fail-
inge I They are, at any rate, the failinge of hie written
sentiments, for lie cannot find in hie heart to represent
eitlier man or woman as at once good and wise." Now
listen to Thackeray's monody on Charlotte. Brontë:
Il Which of lier readere lias not become lier friend ? As
one thinke of that life so noble, so lonely-of that paseion
for trutli-of those niglite and nighte of eager study,
swarming fancies, invention, depreasion, elation, prayer ;
as one reade the neceeearily incomplets, thougli most
tonching and admirable hietory of the beart that throbbed
in thia one littie frame-of thie one ainonget the, myriade
of souis that bave iived and died on this great earth-tbie
great earth ?-this little speck of the infinite universe of
God-with wbat wonder do we think of to-day, witb
what awe await to-morrow, when tbat which je now but
darkly seen shahli e clear 1

PRINCE BISMÂRCK'S MEMOIRS.

PRINCE BismARtcK (the Times' Paris correspondent
underetande) bas partly written five cliaptera of hie intended
book. Theee relate ta bis embassy in France, hie mission
in IRussia in 1866, the, Berlin Congrees, and hie retirement.
11e is said to have asked Professor Geffcken to write from
bis dictation, a request whicb wae quite unexpected. But
it muet be remembered tbat lie las no longer M. Lothar
Bucher, that M. Scbweinberg je connected with the Berlin
cenejorehip, and that lie feare M. Pindter is not a sufficiently
practiced writer. Hence bis application ta Professor
Gefféken, who in the Emperor Frederick's fragmentary
memoire ebowed munch skill. The work, so far as can lie
judged from ite present shape, je hietoricai and aneodotal,
and diecusses politice only when tbey relate ta events in
whicb lie wae directly concerned. The anecdotes are
reiated with bis cbaracterietjc livelinese. Thue of the war
of 1866 lie gives the following curions detaile, which may
lie collated with the, firet interview between Wiliiam I.
and Francis Josephi after the Treaty of Prague, when
William in teare tbrew himself into the, arme of the, Aus-
trian Emperor. Before Prussia bad declared war againet
Austria she wae anxious ta ascertain tbe temper of Saxony,
and sounded ber. The King of Saxony, a close friend of
the Anatrian Emperor, not venturing on opposition ta bis
aggreeeive neighbour, yet not willing ta turn againet
Austria, and accnrately gueseing, moreover, tbat lie wonld
sooner or laer lie the eniferer if ho furniebed Pruesia the
meane of expelling Austria from the German Confedera-
tion, had declared that lie wauld be neutrai. Tbis, bow-
ever, wae not enougli for Prussia. Saxony miglit at any
moment ofler a band to Austria and ta Ba 7aria, which was
quite inclined ta join the latter. Saxony'e neutrality mnade
Prussia besitate. William and hie already powerful Min-
ister did not ventuire on uttering the deciaive word, thongli
the declaration of war wae already drawn up. Couat
Benat and Francis Josephi knew this, and Count Benet
wae etrongly encouraging hie master ta, resiet. IlYour
Majesty," lie said ta the King of Saxony, Ilcannot go
furtier. The Austrian Emperor, may already blame aur
neutrality as weak and selfiali, but ta go further wouid lie
woree. I scarcely dare ta say, but everyliady else would
eay it in my place: it wauld lie treason." IlVery gaod,"
repiied the, King of Saxony, 14I will yieid only ta force."
Prince Bismarck thon telle how William J., 1y a painful
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effort, and on being sliown that thq very existence of hie
dynasty and country was at etake, was induced ta send the
King of Saxony an ultimatum ta the eflect that Prussia
couid nat lie content witli hie nentrality, and that the
importance and geographical situation of bis kingdomi
would make sncb neutraiity resemble liostility, for the,
nncertainty it would have would hamper Pruseia's mova-
mente and the independence of her action. IlThe King,"
says Prince Bismarck, - when we had drawn np and sent
tbe ultimatum, wept at the~ thought of the chagrin it wonld
cause the King of Saxony and of the pain whicb would be
feit by Francis Joseph, who could flot fail ta be immnedi-
ateiy apprised of it. The King wept, and 1, feeling tears
escaping from nîy eyes, bent over my master's halld' and
kiesed it, wetting it with my tears." Comnîenting upon
this incident, M. de Blowitz adds the following caution:
lioweyer trnstwortliy the source of my information, if
Prince Bismarck chooses ta dispute it 1 cannot stand by
it. There are diplomatiete concerning whom, even when
you tell the absolute trnth about them, it je prudent not
ta bc too positive, sa that yau can witbdraw without being
wanting in respect ta yourseef or yonr readere.

Il Trovalore eaya: "There recently died at San Jase,
in California, Hlermann Kattingere, once a ceiebrated
profeesor and player of the violin. By bis long-continned
work and econamy he eaved 200,000 dollars in gold whicb
lie kept bidden in bis mattrese, on wbicb lie died in
mieery, witbout any medical assistance. Hoe neyer wauld
consent to call a doctor or cliemiet, not wishing ta pay
their fees. Besides hie money, lie aIea poseeseed a Stradi-
varine, for which immense anme bad been offered to him.
Aronnd hie death-bed stood a son, wliam ho had sent away
tagether witb hie mother and five other children, under
the pretence of being taa poor ta keop tliem al. The
dying man, afraid lest bis son sbould take the hidden
treasure, forbade hini to came near hie bcd. The b~ody of
the dead artist showed that tie cause of is deati was
simple starvation.

HOUCHTON, MIFFLIN & eos
NEW BOOKS.

Dr. Llolnes's Works.
New Riverside Edition, the Prose Works ini ten volumee,

Poeme in three, ahl carefully revieed by Dr. Holmes,
many of the prose volumes snpplied witb new pre-
faces and indexes, the poeme annotated. Witb
several portraits.

The Autocrat of the, Breakfast-Table. With a new steel
portrait.

The Professor at the Breakfast-Table.

Tbe Poet at the, Breakfast-Table.

Over the, Teacups. With an etcbed portrait.

Eacb crown 8vo, gilt top, $1. 50.

A brahiamnLincoi.
By CARL ScîîURZ. Witb a fine new portrait of Lincoln.

16mo, $1.00.

Mr. Schurz portrays lincoinm career and character witlx re1nark.
able fairness and wisdcm, sud justifies the ainîiring love with wbich
bis memory jse cberislied.

Y/osepA1h Hardy Neesirna.
By ARHUR SIIERBURNE HARDY, anthor of "lBut Vet a

Woman," Il Passe Rase," etc. Witb portraits of Mr.
Neesima and Hon. Aipliens Hardy. Crown 8va,
$2.00.

This account of one of the most famous Javanese of modern times
ie deeply interesting. His education in Amnerca, bis contribution to
the wonderful transformation of Japan, and the lighit tlrown on that
unique country by his letters, render the book peculiarly valuiable aud
engaging.

The House of Mar/ha.
A Nove]. By FRANK R. STOCKTON, anthor of IlRndder

Grange," etc. $1.25,

"The House cf Martha " je a sisterhood devoted tc celibacy,
religion and cbarity. A man fails desperately in love with one cf the
"'Sisters, " and proposes to have a " Brctberhocd." ' Those who bave
read Mr. Stccktcn's novels, cau guesse hcw iuteresting this is.

** or sale by ail Book8ellers. Sent, posipaid, on receipt
of price by Me publi8hers.

Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston@


