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MUSIC AND THE DA MA.

MODERN CIIURCE MUSIC.

THE era of the Reformation gave rise ta a variety of seets. The flrst great
divisions were thie Episcopal Church of Engiand, the Lutheman Chumch of
GJermsny, and the Presbytemians or Cal vinists, of France and Scothand. The
former gave birtlî ta the Choral Service as stîll presemved in the cathedrais
Of England ; thie Lutherans developed a plain thongh impressive stylo of
church music ; while tbo Calvinists farbade ail attempts at an artistic
Musical service, even ta the extent of excluding part singing of any descrip-
tion From these three great divisions again spmang a number of sects
known under the general naine of Dissenters, each of whom adopted in
Borne form, or discarded altogether, the art of music in their services.
Thus in the Episcopal Chumch, when some intelligent rector, acting in con-
fommity with the Rubric of the Church ta which hoe belongs, makes the
landable endeavour ta place the musical service on a footing worthy its
Position in the ceremony of the Church, a cry of Il no Popery " is at once
raised by a number of the coxîgregatiôn, w-ho, if they werc not entirely
ignorant of the fact, would sec that the Choral Service of the Church of
Engiand liad its birth in, sud is a direct out-growth of, the Refarmation, as
cantradistinct ta, Romanism.

But there is another thing much more ta be megretted on the part of

Inany of the ciergy, sud that is their total ignorance of music as an art.
They may possibly have mead sarnething of the grand aid services of the
Roman Cliurch befome they became vitiated, or of the noble cathedral ser-
vices of the Church of England, as stiil inaintainied in Landau, Exeter,
Winchester, Canterbury, sud other cathedral cities sud tawus of Eng-

ad.Desirous of emula tin, them, they incoutiinently get together a uum-
ber of boys, undisciplined, and mnsically untrained, put them in sumplices,
aud attompt a choral service. 0f course the effect is absurd ta evemy anc
who has ever heard a full choral service pmoperiy performed, whîile ta
those wbo havenot, the wboie performance bas the appearance of a farce.
There can ho no doubt that the choral service, when properly performed,

f is most solern sud impressivo, but it must be remembered that the ser-

f vice had its origin in thoroughiy traiued sud gifted inusicians, men versed

f in the traditions sud practices of thoir art ; tbat these services cail into
play executive ability of a highly trained order, and that, therefore, the
baker's assistant, or the grocer's clerk who as amateurs bave amnused tlîer-
selves in the leisure of their evenings on the melodeon, are not fltted ta
instruct and lead a choir, auy more than is a chair so, instrncted sud led
fltted to, perforai the beautiful choral service of the Chumchi of England.
Iu olden titues mon of ability were songhit ta fill the positions of inmport-
suce in the churcli, but now it not iîîfreque-ntly happons that a manî's
abilitSr is a har ta bis preferonce. Churchwardens of narrow sud pro-

sumptuous minds, ignorant of ail musical traditions of the Chumch, know

full well that such men wili not debase either themnselves or their art at
dictation, so pass them by and appoint more pliant tools. Thus saine
amibitions amateur rushes in -1whemc angels fear ta trcad," and the resuits
we well kuow. The rector, if hoe ho ahle, niay render sonie valuable assist-
ance as a check ta extravagance, iin which case lie becomes virtuaiiy the choir-
mnaster; but, if hoe have not the executive ahility or the requisite knowledge
ta train an(l instruct thie choir, hoe'lacs ac of two things : hoe either ignor-
autly meddles, or cisc hoe takes not the slighitest interest at ail, liolding the
musical part of the service as soînethiug hoe is obiiged to tolerate, but not
regard with favour-ither of which is oqualhy ruinous ta ail liopes of good
results from thie choir.

The cry of the mnany is il congregTational siuging." By ail nieans con-
gregational ; but if music ho an (Iri-, if theme is gaod sud bad mîusic, solemun
and sacred, gi(ldy sud frivolous, lot us at iesst chocs(- the goad, thie solemui
sud sacred, sud esciew the trashy sud f rivolous. Thoere can 1)0 no question
as to, the relative monits for sacmed purposes, for instance, of the noble
hymu known as Il Martin Luther's Hymu" and Il Hbid the Fort." The
anc is quite as casily learîit as the other ;wlîy then chîoose the trssh ?h
The study of grammar, rhetoric, sud logic, are cousidered necessary ta
prepare mon for the ministry. The art of architecture sud church decora-
tion is considered of importance in places of worsbip. The churches
are not built as play-houses, nor decorated as circuses. Why, thon, shouid
Music, alone of ahl the arts which are emnployed ini the service of God, ho so
neghected sud ahused as to, have the mules of lier art ignored ? Ah !says
the advocate of congreo'gational singing, IlWe do not xvaut aur chumch music
like tlîat of a concert or a play-houso." Alas 1 that is just what thoy are
getting. Tunes of the Moody and Sankey type have îîot the first elernent
of sacredness in thora. They bear about the same relation ta the art of
sacred music as a sermon in doggrel rhîyme would ta seridus prose. The
difficuit art of music was not given ta man ta romain uncultivated, nom is
it proper ta offer to God the gleaning of the vineyard, but the flmst, full,
ripe fruit thereof. As early as the foumth century St. Ambrose found
it iiecesssry ta cuil out the weeds whiclî evon thon thmeatened ta choke ta
death the true sacmed music of the Church. Two hundred years later St.
G4regory found it necessamy ta repeat the operation. Again at the Council
of Trent (1562) Church music underwent s refarm. The Ileformation, as
we bave seen, affectcd Chîirch mnusic in variaus -ways for good sud for cvii.
On account of the number of sects, sud the great diversity of opinion which
is cutertained by themn as ta what constitutes sacred music, it is not prob-
able that there will evor again be any niamked reformn in Churcb music.
We have the models always before us as standards, sud aur approach ta,
or recedence from, themn wiil, iu a measure, depend upon the musical
advancement of the nation at large and the individual congregations in
particular. To a large number, anything with souud or tune is music, just
as with a great man "a picture is is a pcue whether it ho a pitoff

a tes chest or a Turner. An intelligent understanding of art of any kind
can only be acquired by education, and whilc self-su fficient and ignorant
amateurs are appointed to the positions of organists and choir-masters, and
while the education of young men for the ministry of a il sects provides no
nicans of acquiring the necessary musical knowledge, we carnat hope for a
botter state of things. WTater will not risc higher than its source. Nor
will the music as performed in sa many of our modemn churchies ever rise
above the intelligence of the congregation which. appoints and *permits the
services of the untrained amateur. J. IDAVENPORT KR.RIîsoN.

BOOK NOTICES.

WAIFS IN VERSE. By G. W. Wicksteed, Q.C., Law Clerk, Huse of
Commons of Canada.

The author of this collection bas pleasantly relieved the dryness of lis
officiai work as Law Clerk of the 1-luse of Couinons by the occasional
composition of poctry, inainly social or playf ai. H1e is eighty-four yoars
old, and in the course of bis long life lias seen file before lîim a long train
of public characters, whose naines and the events connected with tbem are
often recalled in these pages. The following liues, for example, fromn a
New Year's Address for 1849, revive many memories of the past

The Session that's coming shall ever be blest,
As the iongest, the wiseet, the greatest, the best:
Mr. Baldwin shall make ail aur Coileges fiouris,-
LaFontaine shall justice and equity nourish,-
Mr. Drummoud ai crimes shall detect and repress,-
Mr. Biake ail abuses expose and redress,-
Mr. Morin shall cbarmi us with eloquent words,-
Mr. Caron shall do the saine thing in the Lords,-
Mr. Leslie shall snswer ail questions and cals,-
Mr. Merritt shall give ail kinds of canavlx,-
Messrs. Cameron aud Taché maire bridges and roadls,
Iu ahl sorts of places, and ail sorts of modes,-
Mr. Viger sball lessen our national debt-
A thing that no Tory bas ever dune yet,-
Mr. Hincks shahl maire perfect ur Iteprosentation,
Shahl get us Free Trade, too, and Free Navigation,-
Shahl the duties impose lu s0 cbarming a way,
'Twill be blies to receive thema and pleasure to psy,-
With sucb exquisite tact hie the tariff shal fli,
It shall gladden John Glass aud please Peter M'Gil;-
He shahl issue Dehentures (a marveIhous thing)
That shahl psy themseives off with the profit they bring ;-
Libel iaw shall amend that the Press may be free,-
And that muen nlay write trnthi without fear of Giugee:-
He shall nake us ail rîch :-but, if thus we mn on
In lortelling bis deeds, we shall never bave doue.
If yon kuow what i good for aur country, you know
What he'll thiuk, ssy, and do, and-Amon, be it sol1

AN JNLAND VOYAGE. By Rlobert Louis Stevenson. Boston:. Roherts
Bros. Toronto: William Briggas.

A clîarrningly-written account of what two canoeists saw in a paddle
fromi Antwerp dowu the Ouîse to Havre. Mr. Stevenson is possessed of
a conversations1 stylo whicli is irîfinitely rc.freshing when applied to an
interesting jauînt such as is descrihed in "Au liand Voyage." The book
is adinirably calculatcd for holiday rcadiug.

LITERA RY G OSSIE

J. B. ArLîEN lias now ready for delivory complote sets of Guizot's
France," in eight volumes.

Mit. SwiNBuIINE lias writteu an essay on Charles Reado's novels, wlîich.
will appear in one of the magazines. Mr. Swinburne's wide knowledge of
English and Frenchi fiction oughit to, nake the esssy specially interesting.

TuE use of the editorial "we " stili largely provails in the Southern
States of Aniorica, as will ho seen by a remark in a Tennessee papor : If
wc escape the hog choiera this year, there wiIl ho a large surplus of pork

MR. MILLAIS iS engaged upon a uew portrait of Mr. Gladstone, this
tiie painting himi in bis robes. It is said ta be an excellent likoness,
even botter than that in the possession of tbe Duke of Westminster, froui
whicb. the well known engraving is takien.

A PAPER descriptive of a cooking scbool for young girls in New York
City bas been prepared by Charles Barnard for the Septoînher St. Nichao-
las. It is written in the formi of a story aud is fully illustmated from
designs hy Mrs. Jessie Curtis Shepherd.

THE iREv. NFwIIÂN SMITII will contribute an article to the forthcom-
igetryo"TeLate Dr. Domner and the 1 New Tbeology.' " It will

«g.ve a sketch of his if e and of bis theological method, and will contain
some personal reminiscences by the writor.

A CONVENTION of the St. Gleorges' Societies of the United States and
Canada is being held at Chicago. The Toronto Society is represented hy
the President, Mr. R. W. Elliot, sud a deputation including Mr. Goldwin
Smith, wbo, after thec convention, goos on to tbe North-West.

"lTuE ARNOLD BIRTHDAN BooK" is announced by D. Lothrop & Co. It
is to, consist of excerpts from. the verses of Edwin Arnold, edited by bis
daughter, tagother with new introductory poems for each mouth. The
samne bouse advertises the flrst account of the rescue of the Greely party.
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