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Tae great battle in Montreal East has been lost and won. Unfortun-
ely it can hardly be said that either the losing or the winning reflects
uch honour upon the party concerned, or much credit upon Montreal, not
Oaay Dominion, politics. The issues involved in the contest were so many
fud complicated that the election of Mr. Lepine must be regarded as the
"8ultant of a number of converging forces rather than as the trinmph of
%y one principle or party. It can be counted a Government victory only
0 the ground that the successful candidate was endorsed, though not
l:minﬂ-ted, by the Conservative Managers, and that he was vehemently

Pported by the Quebec members of the Ministry, especially by the Secre-
“}‘y of State. On the other hand, the large reduction of the majority that
lg.h*' have been expected for a Conser vative candidate in a constituency
@ ich hag repeatedly returned unopposed a supporter of the Govez:nment
si:n% be fairly claimed as a proof of the growing strength of t‘:he leeral_s,
8 the defeated candidate did not take his stand on the chief plank in
Me Liberal platform, by declaring in favour of unrestricted reciprocity.
1. Feover, Mr, Lepine, both before and after his election, claimed to be an
. ®pendent, It might be devoutly wished that the election of Mr.
*Pine coulq be accepted, as Mr. Chapleau and some of the Conservative
ef:ers’clailn, as a distinct condemnation of the resuscitat.ed “race and re-
eege ’ agitation, but, unhappily for this view, Mr. T'Jepme seems to have
oy ;re(_l his adhesion to the Nationalist programme in terms sc'arcely less
licp atl(f than those of his opponent, and so on througl.lout; the list of pub-
i[;l:esclons involved, As a matter of fact, the electlor} can .scarcely be
) 0 have gettled anything unless it be that the combined m'ﬂuence of
8 Protectionigt principle, the labour party, the prohibition Alliance, and
thy, cretary of State, is stronger in the constituency of Montreal East
the combined influence of the Opposition leader, the Quebec Premier,

™
. the anti-veto agitation.

THE

Y uences which, there is too
Uch -

character and strength of the sinister infl
800 to' fear, were vigorously used by both parties in th.e M.ontreg.l
Yo lcontest will probably be matter for inquiry in a court of justice. It

8 hard to find terms too strong in which to condemn the appeal

.dom of speech and of the press.

which was so unblushingly and persistently made by the defeated candi-
date and his supporters, and even by Mr. Mercier himself, to the narrowest
and most violent prejudices of the French race. That Mr. Laurier him-
self, whose speeches have generally been dignified and dispassionate, stooped
to the low level of such a mode of argument, we are extremely loath to
believe. If on the other hand it be true, as stated in the Opposition papers,
that Hon. Mr. Chapleau engaged personally in a house to house canvass, it
may well be queried whether, and to what extent, such a course comported
with the official dignity to be expected in a Canadian Secretary of State.
Viewed in the light of the previous well-known relations of the two parties,
guch unwonted zeal lent too much colour to the charge that the election
was regarded by many more as a personal struggle between the Minister
and the dismissed Parliamentary translator, than as a contest in which
great political principles were at stake.

OnE incident in conmection with the Montreal election was at the
game time so reprehensible in itself and so characteristic of one of the
most demoralizing and dangerous tendencies in Canadian politics that it
would be wrong to leave it unnoticed in any dispassionate review of the
event. We have it on the authority of the Montreal 1Vitness, which, see-
ing that it supported Mr. Lepine’s candidature, must be accepted as a com-
petent witness in this case, that an open bribe of a post-oftice was held out
by the chairman of a meeting in the east division in favour of the Govern-
ment candidate. ¢ This bribe,” says the Witness, ““ was offered in the
presence of Sir John Thompson, the Minister of Justice, and lately the
recipient of the honour of knighthood, who had no word of protest to
offer, who had, so far as can be judged, no feeling of personal shame at
being made a party to a bribe.” From other sources it appears that the
offer was conveyed in a telegram from Sir Hector Langevin, the Minister
of Public Works, stating that he had decided to establish a branch post-
office on Mignonne Street, in the eastern part of the city. Now, a post-
office may or may not be needed in that particular locality. But whether
needed or not, such an announcement at the time and under the circum-
stances was an outrage on all political propriety. Had those present at the
meeting been moved by the proper gpirit of *free and independent electors,”
they would have resented the announcement as an insult. Amongst the many
disquieting influences which now threaten the life of the Confederation,
there is none more deserving of denunciation by every true Canadian, than
the wholesale purchase of constituencies by the promise of expenditures of
public funds which is unblushingly carried on.  The representation of a
Nova Scotia constituency was the other day declared vacant by the courts,
in consequence of some petty briberies by agents. No oneacquainted with
the facts would, it is believed, deny that the promise of Government
expenditures by, and on behalf of, the candidate thus unseated had more to
do with securing his return than all the personal bribery that could be
accomplished by a dozen agents. In most cases it is open to members of
the Government to disclaim all responsibility for such promises made by
eager candidates and their unscrupulous supporters. But in the case in
question the use of the opportune telegram from one minister, and the
tacit assent of another to its production, connect the Government so
directly with the transaction that no such defence is possible. If there is
such a thing as a genuine Canadian patriotism, here is surely a field for its
operation. Let all its energies be summoned for a crusade against an evil
which, if permitted to grow, as it certainly will if unchecked by public
gentiment, will most surely sap the foundations of the union.

WHATEVER weaknesses or defects may exist in the Canadian political
system, it certainly secures to its citizens privileges and indulgences which
are in some respects unique. Foremost among these may be placed free-
Though it is yet one of Great Britain’s
most important colonies those residents who please feel at perfect liberty to
advocate independence, or even amalgamation with a foreign power, or
any other conceivable change. Members of Parliament and ex-members
may freely advocate annexation to the United States. Leading political
newspapers throw open their columns to the advocates of various forms of
revolution, inviting those who desire change to express themselves as fear-
lessly in favour of independence or annexation as may the loyalists in



