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Austria gave Raussia a free hand with Prince Alexander, approving her
virtual seizure of the very heart of the Balkan Peninsula * We have littde
doubt that, on the contrary, this futile conp, which Lias fallen out so ludi-
crously contrary to Russian expectations, may have the immediate etfeet of
driving the two Empires yot farther apart from the third, and probubly
of cementing the good understanding between Germany and  England, set
on foot by Lord Salisbury last year, and forwarded with so much judgment
by Lord Rosebery.

THERE may be some ground for the report that in consequence of the

infraction of the Treaty of Berlin by Russia, in closing Butoum, Lord Salis-
bury immediately on assuming office took the important step of notifying
Russia of the withdrawal of the Afghan Boundary Commission. The Preter,
it is said, made it plain that he saw no advantage in prolonging negotian-
tions, while Russia claimed the right to repudiate agrecments s indi-
vidual convenience. Earl Dufferin, it is added, has been inforiacd of the
contents of this despatch, that he may be prepared for any attack that may
come from the North—a danger, however, which we think very remote, as
far as respects India at any rate, This action of Lord Salishury’s s a fittineg
rebuke to the dishonest diplomacy of Russia j it were mere folly to enter
into any further agreement with a Power seemingly with no higher aspira
tion than to swindleits way in the world.  The rebuft has doubtless caused

and perhaps the Czar, smarting under the

anger at St. Petersbury ;

reproach conveyed of bad faith, may further commit himself ; but it is nnot
England that should most shrink from war.  To war the debue between
the two countries must probably come, sooncr or luter ; unless asocial and
political upheaval in Russia should intervene, which would most effectually
remove this great menace to the peace of the world by destroying the
existing autocratic government. The great body of the Russian people are
eminently peacable; and perhaps u sharp conflict between Russia and
England would confer a blessing on the world, by shuking to wreck the
ausocratic system of government, and burying bheneath the ruins the cor
rupt, but smull, classes who cause all this disturbance, and whom the ontside

world erroncously takes to be all Russia.

Mi SmxLey Hisserp, of Kew, writes to the 77ues onasubject which
it is to he hoped may some day receive that attention at the hands of
Prohibitionists that its importance deserves. 1 those mistaken humanita-
rians, instead of teking the platform, would take to the kitchen, and hegin
a work there which would do more to banish drunkenness than half a
dozen legislatures tilled with Prohibitionisty, - the work, that is, of teaching
the working classes the common principles of cookery, -they would receive
the netive aid of many as good friends of temperance as themselves, who
now, however, are debarred from usefulness by the exclusive adoption of
methods which it is plain to see, used exclusively, can result in no lasting
good. A pregnant root of drunkenness is bad cookery it peaple’s diges-
tion are spoiled from childhood up, how ean they be expected, with the
resulting and continuous thirst, to be abstemious in the matter of drink?
And supposing it has not got to this pass, with tastes superior to the
brute's, is it not natural, with enticing drinks to hand, to crave for them !
But what is an unfortunate person of the poorer sort usually offered at
home when parched with thirst? Water or- -but let us hear our corres-
pondent on the subject of Cotlee (his subject) —-that cottiee which is usaally
supplie(l to working people,  “ What may be termed chandler’s cotfee,” he
says, ‘1880 bad that I strongly recommend a trial of it to respectable
people who love good living ; for they ought to know by a taste of real
agony how the poor are ronbed and poisoned, and have, as it appears, no
protection from law, gospel, or the customs of society.”

Havine broken a somewhat dificult bit of ground in this easy fashion,
we now beg to lay before our readers—DProhibitionist or otherwise --the
leading features of Mr. Hibberd’s suggestions for the procuring of what we
should administer to any unfortnnate incbriate instead of a temperance
lecture—a cup of hot, strong, delicious coffee. First, let us note that ay for
12d. to 20d. (25 to 42 cents) per pound, a good coffce in berry is always
obtainable, and 16d. (33 cents) may at the present time be considered a fair
family price. Mr. Hibberd, it scems, in the course of a series of experi-

ments, bought every kind of coffee he couid see or hear of, and tried every

possible (

therein of a dili
covery that all ready-ground cotfees sold in canisters, packets, and other

parcels are bad ; some very bad, a few infamously bad.
without noting one that was worth try-

and some impossible) way of making it, having the assistance
gent and clever cook ; and one striking result was the dis-

« convenient ”’
After trying innumerable samples
e concluded that canister coffec is an unmitigated cheat, con-

a mere shadow of the real thing, with a great bulk of
egs of what is termed ¢ colour,” this being simply

ing again, h
sisting usually of
chicory and more or 1
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burnt sugar to give factitious strength. It is not good policy, he says, to
purchase cotfee ready ground, but if it must be done the supplies should
be small and frequent. Any one may test the purity of ground coffee by
shaking a little over a tumbler of elear, bright, cold water, and leaving it
for an hour or so. Pure colfee communicates its colour to cold water
slowly, and when the eolour has heen tmparted  the infusion is still Lright
aned clear and the colour is never deep. But chicory and other adulterants
quickly produee an opague and dark infusion. The difference is so striking
[t is best to

roast and wrind as wanted, but the grinding is the one important point,

that for ordinary purposes nobetter test is not required.

Lecanse ground cotlee quickly parts with its aroma, and there is a great
charm in having it made immediately from the mill. In some houses the
troubleof wrinding is thought much of, but, as a matrer of fict, 1t is almost
nothing and o mill costing only a few shillings will last a lifetime. Cotlee
should never e botled ;5 it should he made with soft water at boiling heat,
but if hard water must be used, 16 shouald not be made to boil until wanted,
for boiling augments its hardness. A common tall cotfee-pot will make as
wood colfee as any patented invention, but wea/elics is a convenient thing,
as it produces bright coffec in a few minutes, and thus enaoles us to svuul;(s
a meerimonne of the aroma and dispense with the use of any rubbish called
“Hinings,”  BEvery one to his taste, we will say, but as carcless people
muke the colfee too strong one day and too weak the next, the ground
coftee and the boiling water should be both measured, and it will ilways take
as much as four cups of water to ke three cups of collee. For the break
fast table the addition of about one-cighth of chicory is an improvement,
but for the dinner table coflee should be made without chicory, because it

dulls the piquant flavour of the genuine article.

It is said in well-informed civcles that the Czar’s perpetual fear of

bombs has developed in him a temper bordering on insanity,  He has
taken the control of the foreign atiairs of the Empire into his own hands
entirely, and this is really the explanation of the clumsy and bungling way
in which the Batoum affauir was conducted, so ditferently from the usu;;l

His

Ministers fear to remonstrate, and the whole outlook for Kastern diplomacy

Russian policy of concealing the iron hand within a velvet glove,

is decidedly gloomy.

Evinexces of a post-glacial forest have been discovered on the western
outskirts of Hull, England, about a mile from the Humber, and one mile
and a half from the river Hull. - Workimen engaged in a brickyard in the
locality named, on cutting through the clean warp clay about twelve feet,
have come across a forest bed on an irregular surface of the drift, on the
The roots
of the trees are standing where they grew, and from their closeness repre-
the
A stone implement has been found on the surfuce

top of which is a greenish sandy clay, with pebbles und stones,

\ .
The forest bed 18 now at low

sent the remains of o dense forest,
water level of the sea,

of the drift.

A reLecray from Lyons announcing that some Austrian pilgrims to
Lourdes had been insulted by a French mob has caused great indignation
among the Roman Catholies in Vienna.  One of the clerical journals,
recalling the insults offered in Paris to the late Czar, the late King of Spain,
and on many oceasions to the German flag, exclaims :—* Nation of ill-bred
Meanwhile, what friends
have you in the world1 And

truly, what fricnds have the French in the whole world, except a class in

gamins, you want a smart rod to correct you.
What people can take you aw sericis??”

lussia, who hope to profit by French hatred of Germany in any war
between the two Empires?

Tur London Spectator, reviewing Mr. Sydney E. Williams's Party and
Patriotism, points out that many advocates of Mr. Gladstone’s Irish Bills
are so, purely in virtue of some general principle of the inherent right of
nation to self-government.  The whole practical question as to the char-
acter of the representatives of the National League; the practical possi-
bilities of a stable Government ; the poverty of Ireland, and the radieal
injustice of its having alike the support of English money and the ﬂdvan:
tages of independence ; the practical look-out under the proposed measures
for the Ulster Protestants; all such questions vanish before o principle as
little self-evident as, or rather less nearly self-evident than, the principle that
every State hags a right to actual independence.  Such modes of argument
admit of no direct answer, but are best 1 salli
Dr. Johnson to Goldsmit}’x. ¢ Surely Sn::t” )za;fgglh]ng t}-le reply made by

) OIr, oldsmith, “you cannot
deny that ¢ who rules a free people should himself be free.’” * Zounds!
Sir,” replied Johnson,” * you might as well say ¢ who drives fat oxen should
himself be fat.’ "



