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DAILY COMMUNION

iReiying more uPot'supernaturai
grace titan upoit hîîmîîîî ethods, our
spirituaily mindcd Pope bas iately ap-
provcd a decre cf the Sacred Congre-
gation cf the (Council recommending
and encouraging frequent and even
daily comnmunion The liIlv Father',s
great ebject, beîîîg, as b. said biîtîseif at
the beginning (f bis Pontificate, 'te
restore ail things in Christ," he takes
the best rucaus te attain that end.
Learned apologeties and abie contre-
versy have their place, but that place is,
after ail, a sccondirv Onue in the super-
human worlk of conversion and sancti-
fication. The great instruments'must
ever ise prayer and the sacraments, and
especially the great Sacrament of Love.
By this and the power cf affirmation
born cf' the experience cf the spirituail
life it ffives, svas the heathen world w'on
over te Christianity. From daiiy Com-
muniotn the early Christians drew the
strengtiî that madle them martyrs, and
saints cf everv land and age bave found
in daiiy Communion tise source cf heui-
sîess. Unifortunat ely, this eariy period
of ferver was fcilowed by another in
wbich the faitlsful w ithdrew more and
more fromn the Iloly Table. Even ini
the days cf St. John Chrysostom (end
cf fourth century) the charity cf Chris-
tians bad already grown cold and many
heard Mass witbout communicating.î
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teenth century there were whole par-
isiies where ail the laity received the
Holy Commtunion once a week,, and it
w as then commoniv taughit that o eekly
Communion shoîîld be aimied at asa
universal i)ractice.

This renew-al of deoetion to the B-less-
cd Sacrameut as the -vell-spring of Cath-
olic life bid fair te undo ail the evil
effects of the Protestanit Reformnation,
w hen the Jansenists, those secret here-
tics who resorted to tvery subterfuge
in order îlot to be excommunicated and
to reinain outwardly u nited to the
Church, while reaill undermining its
true spirit, began to ext.rt their baîieful
influence in France, and through Frenîch
ascendcncy, which was then universaiiy
ackntowiedged, throughout most parts
of the Catholie worid. Their antipathv
to frequent Conmmunion on the faise
pica that the Biessed Eticharist cvas a
rewar(i for extraordinary virtue taînted
the imaginations of a large and influ-
entiai portion of the French ciergy; so
that even when Jansenis4m had been
hunted down into its subltest recesses
hy repeated Papal condemna tiotc , the
Jansenistic vicw of Holy Communion
remained as a fatal icaven in the mids
of devout Cathoies both cierical antd
lay. This was a vcry comncon feature
of many Catholie countries at the cuti
of the eighiteenth century and far into
the nineteeDth. Against this Jansen-
istie view cf tise sacraments, which made
Confession a torture, and Communion

a rae rtethe theology of St. AI-
phonsus Liguori andi the propagation
by the Jesuits of Devotion to the Sacrcd
Henrt proved a graduai dissolvent.
But, even now, when saner views pre-
vail es erywbcre, there lingers stili in
many sincereiy Catholîc minds an un-
conscicus residue of Jansenism. Some
confessors require that the faithful
shouid have very perfect dispositions,
such as frcedom from any attachmient
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te atsy s enuiil sin, bcforc thev cao be
alwdte communicate evýery day.

Tbcy scecîn to foîget that, accordiîsg te
the Coucil cf Trent, tise Blessed Eu-
cbajrist is 'aî" antidote b)v shich sce are
ticlivereti from daily fanîlts aîsd pre-
servcd frolit mortai sias.'' Oti-er con-
fessors tcach that tbe Chtrch's law
presci-ibes "0 more perfect dispositions
for a daily than for a w eekly or
montbly Communion, anti that thel
fruits cf tlaily Comisunioni are far
greater.

il, enter te settle this domestie
coîtreversy', bisheps froni aIl parts cf
the worid, anvicus us these days cf
coldîsess ansd unbelief te lsring back

1 tppeaied te the Ioy Father te in-
*struet tise Faithfîsi as te wýhat dis-
ipositionîs are reqtîired by tise Cburcb
1for frequent neception cf the Blessed

Sacramnst, and by the Hoiy Fatber's
order the. Congregatioî5 cf the Councilli

ihave fuiiy disclîssed the question and
-,have drawnîsup the decree which we

print Iselosu.
1 Ils teaching is based on the express
wisb cf the Council of Trent that every-
osc W-be is present at Mass sbouid also
approach tise Holy Communion. Our
Lord Who fed the Israelites in the
desert wtb the daîly manna, bas left
this Bread cf Angels for the daily food
cf mna, who are by HIm bidden to pray
eacb day, "GCive us Ibis day or daily
bread;" andI as the Fathers cf the
Churcb assure us, these words refer
far more te daiiy Communion than te
our cartbiy food. Daily Communion is
ne reward Of 5irtie, but bbe moat
powerful meatis cf acqoîring virtue.
Its strength saves us frcm faiiing intoi
mortai sins, and in it w'e flnd loving
serrew for even those lesser fauits mIet
which the best Of mon daiiy faîl. Con-
sequenîiy, this decree indirectly cen-
demxss those W-be weuid forbid daily
Communion te great numbers cf Cath-
euies, inciuding ail Manried people and
business men), and Wouid restrict it te
the very few who show those wcnder'ul-
iy perfect dispositions which tbey con-
s der reqoisite, as tbough daiiy Com-
munion were meant only for saints, and
net for the dagiiy food and remedy cf
sinful, struggling mon. And altbough
the decree considers freedonifrom de-
liherate veniai 5055 and from any affec-
tion for sucb sins as bighly desirabie,
yet il lays down the principle that free-
dom fnom mertal sin, with the firmn de-
termaination never te sin again, is qute
sufficient fer those who rece vo daily.

Il w.l ho observed that the only ne-
qoisites for daily Communion are the
state of grace and a righî intention,
which is explained as cônsisting in a
wish to please God. One cf or es-
teemed Catbolitt (ontemporaries, per-
haps througb the unCenscieus influence
of past training, interpotates the word
"lsolely," making the deeree say that
one shouid communicate "solely in
order te please Almighty God;" but
the decee dees not use any such word,,
which would impiy tee great perfection.

It may h as weil here te explain thse
tecbnicalexpression "ex opene operato,"I
on which thse decree laye considerable
stress, and we cannot do se btter than
in the _worda of thse great Cardinal
'Bettarmine: "When we say thse sac-
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Afterwards, it was found necessary t Y
oblige the faithful to communicate
thrce times in the year. Finally, the
Fourth Lateran Counicil (1215) intro-
duced the present ruie of communi-l
cating once at ieast in the year, and that
about Easter time.

Then came another period of renewed
fervor through frequent Commnînion;
but Iter on, the Rlenaissance brought
in heathen Iaxity of morais and conse-
quent negiect of the Bread of Life tili
in the beginning of the sixteenth cen-
tury in many parts of Europe even-
cierîcai students did flot communicate OSEDYU M NYMore than once or twice a year. This TOSEDYU M NY
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1 most extent in cierical semînaries,
1 whose pupils are leoking forward
1 longingly te their future service at the

altar, and aise in other Catbolic cdu-
cational establishments of eve ry ciass.
(8) If Communions on certain davs
are ordered in the rules, constitutions
or calendars cf particular religicus
institutes o)f solemn or simple vows,
these arrangements are te be taken
as a mere direction ansd not as a com-
mand. If a certain number cf Com-
munions is prescribed, this must lie
taken according to the piety cf the
religions as a minimum, aînd they
must be lcft quite free te go frequeatly
or even daily te Holy Communsion,
as already explained in this decree.
Te give te ail religicus, botb masle and
female, the oppertnnity cf knowing
what this decree appoints, the super-
ior cf every religious hotîse wiii take
care te have this decree read ini com-
mon in the vernacular tengue within
the ctlave cf Corpus Christi every
year. (9) After the promulgation
cf this decree, all ecclesiastical writers
must abstain fromn contentions dis-
cussions as te the dispositions requin-
cd for frequent and daliy Communion.

In an audience cf December 17, 1905,
the Heiy Father appreved and cen-
firmed tbis decee and ordered it te bo
published. The publication was made
early in March.

CURRENT COMMENT

(Continued from. page 1.)
While we believe that or esteemed

contemporary "La Venite" heids
rather extreme vicws on the subjeet
cf Freemasonry and its influence upon
those cfor public men who belong
te its lower degrees, we share its sus-
picions that these who beleng te the
higher degrees have some sert cf con-
nectien with the atheistie Grand
Orient cf France. Fer instance, the
Supreme Council cf the 33rd Degree
for Canada sends fratersial greetings
te the Supreme Council cf France,
through Senator John V. Ellis, cf St.
John. Now,' the Supreme Council
cf France holda fratennai relations
witb the Grand Orient, as the follow-
ing extract from the latten's officiai
Bulletin for 1892 elearly shows. At
the banquet cf the Convention cf
1892,\ Brother BMatin, President of
the Convention, gave the toast: "To,
t~he Masons who have the same ideas,
the same loves and the samne bates,
and who are represented on my tight
by Brother Gonnard, representing the
Supremne Council cf tbe Scottish Rite.
Whenever it is necessary te march
against or eternal enemny, clericalism,
ail French Freemnasons wiil bo found
united." If these ho the fmaternal
relations between the Supreme Coun-
cil of France and the Grand Orient,
we have centainly gootl reasen te look
with suspicion upen the fraternal re-
lations hetween the Supremne Council
cf Canada and the Supremne Council
of France.

Here is another example fromn the
same issue of the samne paper, of a similar
kid o! Pharisaismn supported by the
same secret influences which poison ail

rament confers grace ex opere operato,
otir meaning is that grace is conferred
by virtue cf tihe sacramental act itself
instituted by Cod for this end, flot by
the menit cf the minister or the reci-
pient.''

Most opportonely are we enabled te
publs this decee on Thursday in
Hely week. the annivcrsary cf the in-
stitutions of the. Sacrament cf 'Love.
Our paper, which is geîseraliy issued on
Friday, appears this week, on Holy
Thursday, cwing te the public holiday
on Good Friday.

DECIZEE ON DAILY COMMUNION1

(1) Frequent and daiiy Communion
is a tbing most ferventiy desired by
Christ Our Lord and the Catbciic
Church, ansd therefore must bo ieft
fre te ail Christians cf every rank
and condition, so that ne one can be
forbidden to approach the Hoiy
Table if lie does so in a state of glace
and witli a right ând pious intention,
(2) A right intention consists in ap-
prcaching the Hely Table net from
custom or frcm vanity, or from mcreiy
human reasons, but in order to
please Almighty God, te dling dloser
te Himn in love, and by this divine
renîedy te heai, cur faults and weak-
ness. (3) Freedom from veniai sins
-at least those that are fuily deliber-
ate-and from any affection for such
sins, is bighiy desirabie in these wbo
go te Holy Communion frequently
or daily, but freedem from mertal
sin with the firm determination neyer
te sin again, is quite sufficient; for
by this flrm resolution daily Com-
municants cannot failtot free them-
selves littie by littie fromn even venial
sîns and ail affection for them. (4)
The Sacraments of the New Law pro-
duce their effect ex opere operato,
yet greater effects are produced if
there are greater dispositions in the
receiver. flence, each one, according
te bis strength, position, and doties,
should strive te make a carefui pre-
paratien before 1101Y Communion and
a fitting thanksgiving afterwards.
(5) To show greater Prudence and
obtain more menit fromn frequent and
daily Communion, a confessor's ad-
vice should be taken. But Con-
fessors must beware of dissuading
anyone fromn frequent or daily Com-
munion if tbey are in a state cf grace
and go with a rigbt intention. (6)
By frequent or daiiy Communion it
is clear that we become more closely
united with Christ, our spiritual life
receives more abondant nourishment,
or seul is more filled with virtues,
and a stronger pledge cf etemnal
happiness is given te the receiver.
Hence, parish priesta, confessors, and
preachers according te the approved
doctrine cf the Roman Catechism
(Part IL., chapter 63) sbould by fre-
quent and most earnest exhortations
lead the Christian people te this most
piôaus and meet salutary custom.
(7) Frequent and daily Communion
sho uld bc especiaily promoted in re-
ligious institutes of overy clasa (the
decree "Quemadmoduin" passed by
the Congregation of Bishope and
Regulars on Docember 17, 1890, re- si
maining in force for them), and it k~
should also be encouraged to the ut- am
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WE SEND OUR LATEST CATALOGUE
ON REQUEST

If you have flot received a copy of our Spring and Summer
catalogue write for it at once. The time has corne to order your
Spring and Bummer Goods and every day you delay you are allowing
others to get their orders in ahead of you.

Our latest catalogue is an improvement on our first. [t is
larger and more complete and contains goods that we believe are
better suited to the needs of the West. Our service, too,, is better
than it was'six months ago. Since establishing in Winnipeg we
have iearned much through the co-operation of our patrons, and,
with assistance, we hope to make further advance towards the goal
of perfection.

For the benefit of new arrivais ln the country who have neyer
dealt with us and who know nothing of our system of doing business,
we want to say that we take ail the risk. All orders received by
mail aredHiied with the greatest ef tare and shipped with the utmost
dispatch, and if the goods are not entirely satisfactory they tan be
returned to us and we will prâmptly refund the money. Every
dollar's worth we sel l backed by our guarantee "Money refunded
if not satisfied." If the goods we oel were nat thoroughiy reliable
w. could not aford to give any such guarantee.

The goods described lu aur catalogue are the smre as the gooda
we sell over our counters; and our prices are the smre, whether
you buy by mail or persoalaly. In the one case you make a personal
selection; ln the other you trust ta our buyers, who have the assis-
tance of the most experlsnced, sales people in aur employ. But
;n order that our out-of-towu patrons may better judge the kind of
values w. give, ln order that they m4y actuaily see the gooda they
buy, we send samples on reqflest. This applies ta dress goods,
sîlkls, prints, qottons, linenà, cairPets and walI papers. In any of
these lUnes we have the largest and inost complets assortment that
has ever been assmxbled in Western Canada.

Our catalogue tels a al about theni and ou% catalogue is yours
for thse asklng.

<qT. EATON, CORTE
WINNIPEGo CANADA
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