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The one question for this Society, at present, is the commercial
relations the Dominion holds, and ought to hold to the United States.
We are just commencing housekeeping, and everything has to, bend to
the stern law of ways and means. The Political Economy Society is

ledged to discuss this as the main item on its programme, and it is to
be hoped that it will be considered in a calm, fair, dispassionate, and
conclusive manner. One thing let me say with authority : menmber-
ship will compromise no one. A member inay hold to his opinions
and to bis party, and yet attend the debates. The society aims at
the free discussion of ail questions which can come within the very
broad limits of political economy. Every man who has a concern for
the future of the Dominion shouid join the society, and it is to be
hoped that other cities and towns will follaw the good example set by
the City of Montreal. Whatever may hc of interest ought to be dis-
cussed, and no important question should be shirked or shelved with-
out exainination. We have tried to exist on sentiment and party, but
it i high time that xve put away ail chîldish things.

Cui 130N0?

Advent sermons have been preached in great abundance during
the last four weeks, and 1 should like to put a question or two to those
who are so constantly talking of the second coming of Christ. First
of al; What i the real and practical value of this new gospel ? How
is it going to influence men's thoughts and lives? What will it do for

Sus in the approaching foercer conflict between thoology and science ?

Second : Suppose the coming of Christ shahl not be after the pre-
conceived ideas of the Second Adventists, will they recognise the
Lord ? Because it is on record that the men among the Jews who
had studied the sacred writings profoundly, and had formulated thoir
theories as ta the kind of man thc Messiah should be, and lookod every
day for his corniing, said of Christ-,, This fellow, wo know not whence
He is." As Canon Baldwin puts it:

Il t was prophesied that Fie should be born of the seed of the woman. In
Bethlehem He{ wvas born, of the Virgîn Mary. Lt was prophesied that He
should corne of the seed of Abrahamn, and tînt propheey was literaI in its
fulfilment. Hie waOo be born of the House of David, and Fie was the root
and offspring of David. Ho was to ho the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and He
became the Lion of the Tribe of judah. Fie wvas ta be the despised and re-
jected of men, and Ho was spit upon, and buffèted, and when His people wore
asked whether they would have Himn or Barrabbas, the murderer, they pre-
ferred Barrabbas. It was prophesied that He should speak unto them in
parables, and Fie spoko unto them in parablos. It was prophesied that He
should heal the sick, and He wvent about boaling the sick. Lt was prophesied
that Fie should ride into Jorusalemt in meek triumph, riding upon an ass, and
that toa was fulfi lied. It ivas prophesiod that He should be betrayed for thirty
pieces of silyer, and for thirty pieces of silwer Fie was sold. Lt was prophesied
that the money should go for the purchase of the pottor's field, and it was
literally fulfilled. It was prophesiod that the soldiers chould cast lots for His
raiment, and they cast lots for His raiment. It was prophesied that Hie should
be crucified and rise on the third day, and on the third day Fie rose. It was
prophesied that the Spirit should descend on the day of Pentocost, and on the
day of Pentecost was witnessed the descent of the Fioly Spirit."

But it must have occurred to the Canon that the Jews had ail
those evidences before their eyes, and yot they rojected the Christ.
He did flot answer to ail, not even to most of their notions. And
suppose our Second Advontists shouid be misroading prophecy ; and
suppose the second corning shahl not be after the notions they have
formed, will they be likely to acknowledge the blunder and accept the
truth as it shahl be rovealed ? In ail probability a groat revolution is
at hand-new forces are breaking in upon life everywhere-but it is
more than probable-j udging from history-that our earnest Second
Adventists, and their successors, wilh be looking up for a thousand
years to corne.

THE COTEAU BRIDGE AGAIN.
SIR,-In last Saturday's issue I see that you have invitod a gentleman to

give you a fair judicial opinion, uninfluenced by any local consideration, on
this Bridge and Railroad. Now, Sir, I have taken a very lively interest in this
railway from its inception ta the present finie, and I might allow your corres-
pondent's remarks ta pass unnoticed were it flot for one sentence ilÇ bis
closing rernarks-namely, IlWould flot Canada lose more than Glengarry

%vould gain ?" 1 cannot see how Canada wvould lose more than Glengarry.
The Caunty of Glengarry is in Ontario, and Ontario is in the Dominion, and
after the raad was built they would be. stili part of the Dominion ; but, let me
tell your correspondent that the Railway Charter was nat granted ta Gien-
garry, noither was it ever intended ta be bnilt merely ta accommodate that
county, and that county neyer was or could be s0 se]fish as ta ask a charter
ta accommodate itself, but the charter was obtained for a larger and greater
seheme than merely being built for ane couinty. This road, when completed,
will accomm date the County of Fiuntingdon on the south side of the St.
Lawrence, and on the north, the Counties of' Soulangos, Glengarry, Russell, and
part of the County Carleton and the cîty of Ottawa. I really cannot under-
stand why the Province of Quebec generally have taken such a lively interest
in stopping the construction of a railway ivhich costs thom nothing, and costs
the Dominion nothing. Fias nat Ontario as much righit ta huild and maintain
her awn railways as the Province of Quehec ? Velt Ontario nover interfered
wvith that Province in the management of its railways; yet the Province of
Quehec wants the Dominion ta reliove hoer of the burden of lier railways. If
s0, the Province of Ontario wvill have something ta say on this question. Why
does the Narth Shore Railway seek connection with the citv of Ottawa? It is
ta increase its traffic. Fias Ontaria ohjected ta this ? She lias flot ; for when
the Toranto & Ottawa Rqilway is completed it will bc an important feeder ta
the North Shore Railway, also an important feeder ta the Canada & Atlantic
Railway, and will be a shorter route ta the sea-share than any now iii existence.
Why should the Province of Quehec (Montreal especially) ask the people of
this section of Ontario ta carry thema somowhere round by Mon troal instead
of a straight lino, saving a distance of nearly fifty miles? It is said this raad
and bridge will injure Montroal ; if so, is that a reason tint the people af the
Ottawa Valley shouild not build a road ta accommodate the trade of this sec-
tion of the country? I contend that what benefits the Ottawa Valley bonofits
Montreal ; for nino-tenths of the traders of the Ottawa Valley buy their goods in
Montreal; and when aur staple article, the lumber trade, can save money by a
direct communication with the American market, thon every one connected
with thomn saves rnoney. On the saine priniciple of entorpriso, the people of
Ottawa might oibject ta Brockville tapping aur trade at Arnpriar. The same
might ho said of the people of Kingston tapping the trade at Pembroke ; also
of the people of Toronto for tapping aur trade at Nipissing. Those people
had a perfect right ta build those railways without outside intorference, and sa
will the Canada & Atlantic Railway ho built, notwithstanding the opposition of a
large portion of Quoboc against it. Ono reason why Montreal ohjocted ta this
bridge wvas, that it would interfore with the navigation of the St. Lawrence.
Lt had been shown in evidence before tho Railway Committee that there was
only at the rate of anc and a haîf hoat per day passing doivnwards-none
ipwards-and that the bridge could hcoaponod by stearn-pawer in anc minute,

[and by hand-power in twa minutes, and that no boat passes downwards excopt
in daylight and dlean iveather. If this can ho called obstruction, compare it
with the Mississippi River, wvith its eleven bridges, and a boat passlng overy
hour in the day, yet no accident; and I am satisfiod that whien Col. Gzowski
makes his report on the bridge question, you will find that hoe will stato that no
objection can be raised against a propor low-levol swing bridge. Fis report
will bo mado, I expeet, at a very eanly date, and it is the opinion of ail
engineers who have givon an opinion on the bridge, that there is no dificulty
in building a bridge that wîhl not interfère with the navigation of the St.
Lawrence.

I romain yours, &c. Oitawa.

"Ottawa " has fallen into several blundors. First of ail, ho fails,
ta distînguish between the remarks of my correspondent in hast week's
issue of this journal and the comment I made on them. The letter
was put within inverted commas, and my remarks in answer followed.
Then "Ottawa" argues that as Ghengarry is in Ontario, and Ontario is
in the Dominion, no harm can came ta the Dominion or any part of it
by the building of the bridge at Coteau. IlOttawa" is not very nice

as ta logic. _____________

SIR,-I havh j* read in your papor of to-day, Dec. 2oth, an anecdote
which you credit ta Édmund Yates of the Warld, and I do flot know which.
inspires me with greater disgust, the stary itsehf, or your introduction of it. I
fear I arn inclined ta give Mr. Yates the benefit of the doubt ; for you, living
so much nearer ta Ainerica, know its people better. And you say, "lEdmund
Yates, of the World, is rosponsible for the follawing general remarks and par-
ticular star>', which deal with the manners of a certain and numerou> class of
Amoricans who stihh porsist in carrying their natural blunders inta civilized
so.iety- "

Now, I ask yau, Mr. Editor, as a believer in truthfulness, in and out of
jaurnalism, ta retract what is thus evidently a blunder of yours.

You know that pensons of the kind described in the Worla"s story are flot
oni>' not numerous, but so scarce that I doubt if you should search through the
great nation on your border, if you would find a native-bar,, citizen who would
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