
ïFÉË wÀTËR QUEST[ON.

pressure on the lower levels and notwithstanding
frequent cleaning of mains, which has been going on

now for about eight years, the conditions were so

unfavorable at the beginning of the present vear that

the Fire Underwriters took the bull by the horns and

increased the fire insurance rates practicallY 40 per

cent. on ail commercial riskS, 25 per cent. of which

remains operative until a suficient fire pressure is

obtainable.
Tlhis action, which is much in the nature of a

" hiold up"hadIthie desired effect. The Council which

lias been dodging the main1 issue of the wvater question

for nearly a quarter of a century were conripelled to

alct. In tlîe meantime the%- had ncglected to obtain

the wvater rights of the Nlse. These were iii the

h"arket for y'cars and wcre fiuially î>urchlae by the

St. John stilphite coinpaUV\ for 5X.(fcusti

wvas but one right, yet tlie cit\ $1 ~15,0(x) to'get it

the other da\, îîc>w tliat the stîlpite Comnpany lIs

ban krup t.
Ilnstead of a"ceptinlg tlle report of MrC. Murdoch

wvhiclî tliorouIliv Covers the rou Lndl thîe Co ulci I

engagcd Mes~srs Soow & arurof Boston to rceport

on the ProPosed extenlsionl. rBabrprcii

end>rses ail that xvas said by 1)e eng nîers and

gives tle Council Inuei \,ahiable informationl whiclî

fortunately is to bc actedl on.

But in the vears intcrveflifg bet~ywl, 1882 andl 190(4

the city lias spent uj>wards of A, 00o,00 tinkering with

the water supply. Haif as mnuch mo1re \\vOuld l' an
carried the works to Lake Lattinmer and built a

intertnediat', reservior 115 feet higher- than at iîttle

River -whichi wOuldl have acc<mPlished ail that the

present large expenditure wiIl accomnplish. The

difference in spending the money in this wvay is that


