ARCHITECTURAL EDUCATION

By W. S.

Before launching into this subjeet it is well to con-
sider just what the term architect should imply. The
Committee on Bducation of the American Institute of
Architects produced this definition, which covers the
ground comprehensively :

““ An architeet we defined as one ranking in the class
of men of culture, learning and refinement, differen-
tiated from the others of his class solely by his funection
as a creator of pure beauty, as an exponent through ma-
terial forms of the best secular, intellectual and religious
civilization of his time, and as an organizer and director
of manifold and varied industries and activities.”’

What are the favorable conditions and methods which
will develop the student until he can reasonably be con-
sidered an architeet? Many colleges in all parts of the
world are at work solving this problem, some apparently
achieving greater success than others. The most active
influence at work to-day is that which emanates from
the parent of modern schools, the Ecole des Beaux Arts
of Paris; consequently I wish to dwell somewhat in de-
tail on the principles and results of this training.

EcoLe pES BEAUX ARTS.

The Ecole des Beaux Arts is a government school, con-
ducted on the most noble of principles. There are no
fees for tuition, and its doors are open to any one, the
only condition of entrance being that one shall pass an
examination, the vacancies being filled by those who do
so most creditably. Students usually prepare for ent-
rance by studying in a preparatory atelier. The sub-
Jects for admission include a small problem in architec-
tural design, consequently students with no aptitude for
the profession rarely get into the school. There are no
fees paid for tuition, and a student may enter when he
is sixteen and continue to be a member until he is thirty
vears of age. Unless a student does successfully one pro-
gram in design in a year he ceases to be a member of
the school. These excellent regulations make it possible
for a man to support himself by working in an office,
his position as a student in the Ecole being maintained
by devoting a few months of the year to the problems
il.l design. A course is given which covers the mathem-
atical and constructional phases of education and which,
above all things, aims to thoroughly educate the student
in the artistic side of architecture. Planning and de-
sign are the subjeets to which most importance is attach-
ed. The process followed developes the creative and
imaginative powers and produces men who are able to
logically study problems of great magnitude as well as
those of a simple nature.

The school may be said to be separated into minor
schools, for the design and planning is carried out in
ateliers, which, with one exception, are outside of the
school group of buildings. These ateliers are under the
supervision and direction of a “‘Patron,”” who visits them
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at least twice a week and gives to each student eriticism
on the problem upon which he is working, and the warm-
est ties of affection bind these men to the teacher and
patron. 1In all cases the patrons are architects of the
highest standing, several heing members of the Institute
f’f France. The fact that they are practising architects
Is of great importance, as they bring to their work not
on.l,v the book learning and theory of a professor, but
minds which have matured by practical experience with
the very class of work which they are teaching. Tt

painted, as to study architec-
h.lI'(‘ un'der a man who never had a building erected from
his 'deslgns ar‘ld under his supervision. The programs in
design are given out at intervals to the students who
report at the school. They are placed ““en loge,”” as
they call it, that is to say, they are separated from one
another and are obliged to make a rough study within
a limited time. This rough study, drawn in elevation,
plan and section, is of the simplest indication and repre-
sents what the student considers as the most suitable
solution of the problem. The study is traced and the
original given to the guardian in charge. 1In the atelier
the student develops his conception and is obliged in a
broad sense not to depart therefrom, When the finished
drawings are exhibited the original sketeh is attached,
and if he has seriously altered his conception his draw-
ings are not eligible for an award. What would be the
results if this principle was not followed? The students
would proceed to examine examples of similar problems
and the result would be the production of an archaeo-
logical solution. The weak student would to a great
extent be influenced by those who are strong, and copy-
ing would be the result. The esquisse principle justifies
itself on the following grounds: First of all the student
uses his own powers and exercises his imagination, skill
and judgment, producing a conception of more or less
excellence. Secondly, he has a basis upon which to work.
he? is foreed to become a thinker and is at once concerned
with the principles of design, and in the development of
h'is idtfa within the broad limitations of his own 1mposi-
tion, is ()(‘(.',llpi(*d with a problem that developes those
powers which must become proficient before he can he
<'(>}1§1(}('r(*(1 an architect. 1In the atelier he receives the
('P.ITI('ISII‘I and direction of the patron as well as the
flrwndship and advice of older students. During the
first year he must do ““Noveau Service,”” which 11iv;ms
th;_lt i addition to his studies he must streteh paper,
grind ink, run messages, and so forth.
workable system—even ‘a genius should
stretch paper. :

In considering the advantages of ateljop life, there
must be .tako.n into account the comradeship which exists
and the inspiration received from observing the work of

I tal
th.e n]d‘vr men. The new student is not only concerned
with his own problems, but takes the keenest interest in
th():'\‘(‘ u.[’ the uld_m' men.  When the time approaches for
delivering drawings at the school, he makes himself use-
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