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will come in time. I'm almost sure I'll see
Charlie yet. Perhaps they will come to-
8ether,”
That rebort had been going in town,
Ore than one had asked me if it were true
M3t Will had gone to find Charlie and
2'Ing him home: for every person was
INterested in the somewhat melancholy fate
0‘: the boy and girl, and, remembering the
f"'ehdship of the “triplets,” I suppose some
°ne had put that construction on Will's
Continued absence. I wondered if anyone
ould have been foolish enough to mention
tto her; but they told me she had seen no
St_range,.s’ 80 it was just her own fancy
after all, Ang avery troublesome one it
‘ame as the end drew near. Her im-
Patience 1o see Charlie, and fear lest he
*hould not know where to find her, were
Almost dangerous at times. Three or four
.'Mes a day she would send for me to know
¥ Thag been at the station when the trains
Came in, or i I had written to hurry Will.
Soon satisfied her about Will, for he
2 written saying he would be home in a
W days, angd partly to please her, but
more because I could not settle down to
0y kind of work myself, I watched every
"3in that came in east or west, sometimes
w'“hing as they went out again—for I felt
"Y€ enough in those days—that I could
Jamp op one and be carried anywhere,any-
th °Te to escape the general wretchedness
thi‘:;cemed to-have settled down onevery

retone evening I dropped in here, on my

Urn from the station, where I had been
w"ﬁ"g for the last train, and found what

%k to be aletter from Will. But the
a lCe Was almost dark, and when I lighted
Ifi:mp I discovered it was a telegram.
not had come from the other world I could
can ave been more stunned. But you
it. - Tead it for yourself, [I've always kept

't seemed Jike g message from the dead.

“ Wm be home on last train Thursday.
"k it to Annie.

‘¢ CHARLIE.”

z?“ldn’t believe my eyes. After reading
de‘k" and over again, I locked it in my
to . *nd when half way home came back
ke sure I had not been dreaming.

h

But there it was all right. And where
had he come from ? Immediately I thought
of the advertisement or had Will found
him ? If not how did he know there was
need to break news to Annie ? It was all
a mystery to me, as every thing had been
for the last year and a half,

The next day was Thursday. It was very
evident that Annie was sinking fast, in fact
the doctor said she might die any moment.
So T took my mother's advice, who was
afraid of exciting Annie, and said nothing
to her of the telegram. Besides she felt so
confident of seeing Charlie that, come when
he liked, there could be no great surprise.

Of course the train was late that evening,
but it did crawl up to the platform at last.
While I was looking eagerly among the
passengers who alighted for a familiar face
orform,Ifelt an arm slipped through mine.

““All right Phil.” Then stooping down
to my ear, ¢ How is she?”

The voice seemed strange, but I knew it
was Charlie’s. Poor Charlie! What a
coming home. I hadn’t the courage to tell
him she was dying, so I merely said Annie
was expecting him : and then poured out a
volley of questions concerning himself.
Where he had been ? Why he had been
silent 50 long? and if he had seen Will?

““Don’t ask me, Phil; don’t ask me. I'm
mad, crazy, or will be soon.”

Thus silenced, and wondering when the
mystery would end, I walked, or rather
ran, with Charlie through the old familiar
streets. They seemed to have grown two
miles idnger that night; but at last we
reached home, and Charlie caught his
breath and muttered something to himself
as he stood for a moment looking at the
lighted window of an upstairs room. We
met the doctor, who was just leaving in
thehall. T was pulling off Charlie’s overcoat
and urging upon him the necessity of being
very calm when he saw Annie at first.
Coming up to Charlie, he turned his face
around to the light. ¢ Oh, why didn’t you
come five months ago? Why didn’t you
come five months sooner?’ and went out
wiping his eyes. Charlie had no time to
reply, for my mother appeared just then to
take him up to Annie. And I went outside
again; the house seemed to suffocate me.



