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FEBRUARY FIRE LOSSES.

Several Large Fires——Sasl;:z)on Fire Rate Reduced— |
Some Interesting Fire Notes.

The Monetary Times’ estimate of Canada’s fire losses |
for the month of February is $041,045, as compared with |
$756,625 for the corresponding period last year and $1,263,-
005 in February, 1909.

There were nineteen fires during the month at which |
the damage was $10,000 and over. Montreal had two large |
fires towards the close of the month; the automobile garage, |
etc., where 45 automobiles were destroyed; and Ives Modern |
Bedstead Company, Limited, whose four storey warehouse |
and stock of about 15,000 iron bedsteads were a total loss.i
The loss in each case is estimated at $150,000. |

|

The following is an estimate of the February losses:
8o Fires exceeding $10,000 ... ivvoosnsansaisie $741,000
Small Ty R eSS AL A et SRl TRy o, 77,300
Fifteen per cent. for unreported fires..... 122,745 |
i) eSS T N R e L $041,045 ‘

The following are the monthly totals compared with |
1909 and 1910:— : |

19009. 1910. 1Q11.
Januvary, . oieie.. $1,500,000 $1,275,246 $2,250,550 |
BebTUary | «..«siseess: 1,203,005 756,625 041,045 |
R I i 851,600 T e L SR e |
B G s 720,650 B T o A et S TR
SR G 3,358,276 R s e
e v Lo 1,360,275 LT e Rl o ‘
Iply cooveiiinnno 1,075,600 ARG O AL A ean ‘
BRUGUSE . oo ooneeniil 2,582,015 B0 2T 05 " o s rivival
September  ........ 1,615,405 804,125 Er S|
i i R G 2,208,718 - 08 (1B 8 W e R RN |
ovember ...... — 035,101 1,043,708 P ansnamse]
BIRCeInber. o, s s 1,433,813 1,444,860 - < itaiiyeataes]
Total ........ $18,005,538  $23,503,315 $3,191,505 |

The fires at which damage to the extent of $10,000 and
over occurred were as follows :—

|

Estimated |
' Town. What were burned. damage. |
herbrooke, Que. ...Business Block +ivcvivenn.... $15,000 |
Bl b N S e nT e R SR B RS . 15,000 |
Montreal, Que. ...... SLOre ol G 285,000 |
RAGLEE L G s Resfdence . for sl e 10,000 |
do. +e-+..Convent School ............. 70,000 |
dnewaBIC s Bdmber Ml s s a sk i 20,000 \
rarnham, Que. ...... Business Block ............. 40,000 |
LT PG e o o ¥ RS e R R B LR 10,000 |
Elk Lake, Ont. ...... Opera House, ‘etc.' ......i... 12,000 |
R onyver B.Coo o CRUECh i i i x5 14,000
Millbrook, Ont. ..... Iloure NS e s o i o N 20,000
Mirden,: Man. @ .00,  do. A S A %5,
lﬁensall, 80| B Business Section & wivia o 55,000
ontreal, Que. .......Grocery Warehouse ......... 75,000
B SO SR < Twelve” BIaty il oo vaiii iy 116,00
3 o IR R Automobile Garage, etc. .... 150,000
2 do. v+. s Bedstead Factory ...... «vs'vs ‘150,080
Macoun, Sask. ...... Business ' Section %4 . v.e.e. 10,000
New Dublin, Ont.' ... General :Store .....idv.sus <.+ 10,000
Total s Soviias s sy O $741,ooo'

structures Which Were Destroyed.

The following  structures were destroyed:—37 stores,
36'residences, 6 business sections, 7 factories, 7 barns and
stables, 3 hotels, 2 carpenter shops, 2 hospitals, 2 flour
mills, 2 lumber mills, and one each of the following:—
moving picture show, opera house, lunch counter, tannery,
garage, cafe, distillery, generating plant, undertaking estab-
lishment, street car, foundry, church, lock-up, convent,
lighthouse tower, farm, station, post office, schooner, freight
sheds, charge house, also 45 automobiles, 21 horses and
2 GCOWS.

Causes of Fires.

.. Of the presumed causes to which fires were attributed,
defective furnaces were responsible for 6; overheated pipes,
33 upset lamps, 3; defective chimneys, 2; overheated stoves,
2 cigar stubs carelessly thrown, 2; while the following
were responsible for one fire each:—oakum, lighted paper,
kerosine, lamp explosion, lighted match carelessly thrown,
playing ~with matches, incendlarisxp, spontaneous combus-
tion, frozen pipe, upset stove, tapping barrel of japan, de-
fective wiring, feathers, tar, spark from engine. A large
- number of fires were of unknown origin.

‘Many Children Burned to Death.

4 Twelve ‘deaths were caused byl‘ﬁre during last month,

a decrease of three, as compared with the corresponding

period last year and an increase of four over February, 1900.

There were ten fires at which loss of life occurred.
Unfortunately, several children are included in last

month’s total. At Montreal, two children were burned to

| death while their mother was attending a moving picture
| show.

At Toronto a three-year old baby died from burns
received as a result of playing with matches. At St. Thomas
an Assyrian family had a remarkable escape from death by

burning. Had it not been for the barking of a fox terrier
‘vl;l'og which awakened the family they might have lost their
ives,
The particulars of the February fatalities were as
follows :—
Alexandria, Ont. ...... Clothes caught fire = .05 voiivivns I
Chatham, Ont, ....... VDSEt BlOvEe - o s o eh e 1
Toronto,  Oat. - o0l Upset lamp ‘v oivinndnianos 1
Montreal, Que. ....... Burning ‘building: . v it snesi 2
Smith’s Falls, Ont. .. do. o aTete s By o' wo m gle 0 R
Ruehec:: PO s e QS o hed e 2
| Dauphin, Man, ....... A o e SN P e ey I
| Montreal, Que. ....... Clothes caught fire; .. ot vivs 1
Toronto: Ot o Playing with matches ........... 1
t New - Germany, N Sa s Burning  cavs s osuuirbe. vbsdvmae 1

12

The following are the monthly totals compared with the

| two previous years:—

1909. 1910. 1911,
JANMALY et dlees die d somnls 16 29 27
February ....eecicean 8 15 12
March + oudi devmemsisien s 16 20 et
BOETh - onin SaR A & vaoniEies 18 37
May. . oeivssasiescensss 21 15 .
617 R R S e e hwie oo 52 ok
JUly o s h Y e e 4 15 i
ADEUBE ' Sl ainimaswiviis 17 11 .o
SEDtemBRL.  iiiaivs e 10 10
DCLODLE i s visie i Wassien 20 16
November i ivessiss s 34 10
DeCBmbRY v iulnsin s s 33 19

219 2560 30

Saskatoon Fire Rate Reduced.

The lighthouse tower at Grindstone Island, N.B., was
completely destroyed. The fire occurred through the ex-
plosion of one of the four big lamps. The island is about

' a hundred miles up the Bay of Fundy from St. John, and
| the light is an important aid to navigation, especially in
| the summer season.

Messrs. Beddome & Brown have been awarded the con-

| tract for accident insurance on the London, Ont., firemen

for the sum of $15.95 per man, :

The key rate of the fire insurance of the city af Saska-
toon is to be reduced. Notices to this effect are being 'sent
out by the Western Canada board of fire underwriters. The
reduction is one of sc. on the rate, which is now reduced
from 75c. to 7oc. on the $1,000, and it will make a very
material difference on the insurance premiums of property
owners throughout the city.

That the fire originated in a chimney, was the conclu-
sion come to at the inquiry by the Montreal Fire Commis-
sioners regarding the fire which occurred in a block of flats
on Hutchinson street recently, The chimney was used by
three households and had not been cleaned for several
months,

Mr. Adrien Hudon, 79 Edward avenue, Ottawa, charged
with arson, has been committed for trial. He pleaded not
guilty and elected to be tried by a jury. It is alleged that
he set fire to a tailor shop of his brother, Mr. Silvia Hudon,
at 278 Dalhousie street, Ottawa. The evidence showed that
Hudon was seen in the shop, that the shop was saturated
with coal oil and a fire had been started in the cellar and

attic. When arrested, Hudon was found to have oil on his

hands and boots. 7
Rev. Z. B. Grass, a minister, was arraigned

in the Dorchester, N.B. Supreme Court recently,

charged with setting fire to his residence at Moncton, while
the members of the household were attending church. The
fire was discovered in the attic, where kindlings, partly
burned paper and a torch were found. Mr. Grass has not
had any settled pastorate of late. The grand jury found no
indictment and he was discharged.

Mr. G. W. Vaux, general passenger agent for the Grand
Trunk Railway, has resigned owing, it is said, to ill-health.
This will necessitate several changes on the Grand Trunk
Railway system. Mr. H. G. Elliott, assistant general pas-
senger agent of the company, at Chicago, becomes general
passenger agent, with headquarters in Montreal. Mr. James
D. McDonald, district passenger agent of the Grand Trunk
Railway; has been promoted to be assistant general passenger
agent of the system, with headquarters at Chicago. Mr. A.
E. Duff, general agent for the company at Winnipeg, will go
to Toronto in place of Mr. McDonald.



