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the different ranges, or as to which of the several ranges
shall be fived first.

Last year's avrangements as to telegraphing are expected
to hold good, with the possible exception of some of the
more remote localities. for which whiever arrangements
are found to be necessmry will be duly made,

The matters of entrance fees and of prizes and badges ve-
main unsettled, but there seems to be a general feeling that,
it 15 not ad isable to spend wuch money on trophies to be
contested for under condit:ons at the best very wneven 5 and
that the funds yealized from entries shonld be applied main-
ly in the enconragement of the attendance of vhe toams at
the Dominion Rifle Meeting, there to contest on common
ground for the main trophy of the competition.

The dates proposed arve the 16th aud 30th of May, the
11th aud 26th July, and the 8th Angust—tive matches in

all,
one proposition heing 200, 400 and H0O yards, 7 shots, tor

There is still a wide diffevence of opinion as to ranges,

all five matches, and another, strongly advocated, being the
above ranges for the first, sccond and fowrth matebes, 200,
500 and 600 yards for the third: and 2000 400, 500 and
GO0 vards for the fifth wateh, with only tive shots at each
of the four ranges of the st matel,  Towil! be noticed that
one of these schemes drops 600 vards altogether, whilst e
other gives but twelve shots at that distanee,

Lt is expected that the {riends of the League will again
be to the fore with special prizes to add interest to the
shooting.  Sir Adolphe Caron, Minister ot Militia, an.
nounced ab last vear’s presentation that he wonld offer a
trophy ; aud Lt.-Col. the Hon. J. M. Gibson has promised
a President’s prize, so that the list is well starvted. A sug-
gestion which met with much fivour at the Ontario Exeen
tive meeting was that the Caron trophy shonla be competed
for at the Domiunion Ritle Meeting, to be awarded o the
League competitcr Lighest in the aggregate of the Snider
matches exclusive of the Sunding wmaich 5 and wso that 1n
this match ai entemee foe should he chaveed by the League,
the proceeds to o towards providing other prizs than ihe
Cavon trophys

The Government’s liberal wrant of free ammunition made
last vear standing good for this season also, communding
otlicers all over the commtry should mike an effort (o have
their corps well vepresented by Leagne temms, Last vear's
experience in connection with the Leagne natehes, where
all the aimunition was froe, and also with vespeet o the
wereased grant for chssdiving purposes, showed vather a
lack of appreciation of the efforts wade vy those in ithort-
ty to assist in the development of vifle practice.  Possibly
there was not time to make proper preparation for availing
of these grants of simmunition, bt there can be no excuse
for not making use this year of the opportuanities afoided,

Throngh the conrtesy of the publishers of Guting, we are
permitted to print the intevesting if brief story of the Mon-
veal corps told by Capt. Thoso S0 Blackwell (54th)y in that

enterprisiog publieation.  [o the Jannary number, ther
appeared the opening chapter of a series he is to contribute
on the Cimudinn Militia 5 snd Febwwary brousht w generous
sceond instalment, cven more fateresting than the fivst,
The matter is hawdsomely illustrated with portraits of com-
wanding officers past and present, of other noted men of the
force, and of buildivgs, trophies and military seones, the
pictures aloue making ic well worth  while for anv mili-
tary man to possess himself of the numbers of Outing
The

magazine well maintains its widespread veputation for gen-

through which Capt. Blackwell's aticle will vun.

erad excellener, and deserves from the reading public geu-
~rally the hearty support and encouragement  which the
wilitary features of the curvent nuners should elicit from
the friends of our wilitia,

Wi have been favowred with a copy of the wenu and
mvitation eards for the tirst annual dinner of the Sergeants’
Mess of the Wales Own Rifles

Kingston, and have groat pleasure in off ring congratula’

Fourteenth  Princess of

tions to the Mess upon the hapny design and skilful exceu

tton of the cards, "They are the handsomest we have seen

for-a good while, and the poetival sentiments accom panving

the toasts have heen very happily chosen. By all accoun s

the Nevgeants” Mess of the PW O Bds o dively dnstit-
tion, and we Liope the comnespontent who has kindly report-
ed the dinner proceedinegs will be heard from often in the

furure.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

{'This paper duex not necessarily share the views expressed in correspondence
published te s columns, the use of which is treely granted to writers on topica
of interest to the Mikiia.]

THIS TRAINING OF OFFICERS.

Eorror Munrria Gazerre,—1 have jnst vead C. B (s
levter, and it made e feela hivde asaf 1 were on a jury
and listening to counsel tor the proseeation, who was deter-
moed o seenve o convietion at all costs,

Lo is of comrse very deplovable that there should be over
SO0 ungaadified oflicers in the militia : but © what are yeu
f,’”i““.{ to (l() abaonr il.’? \\YII:H I\ lll" N‘lllt‘(l\'l »\'U‘ik‘illﬁ
them ail ofl secms too deastie. Neither is scq»lZIinng likelv to
mmprove matters, T’ better, as Major Mavine sis in
his lecture, to “make the best nse of the material von
have” I, must be vemembered that the faet tha: they have
not vet taker ont certiivates is only prowa focie evidepee
that they are not qualifiecd. Mauy of them, 1 have no
doubt, arve, as oflicers shoul ! be, Taeders of their wmen in the
best sense of the word,

in the sone WAy possession of o
certiieate does ot prove that o mae is gualified o lead. 1
merely proves that he has pagsed aeertam examinaiion, A
few oflicers faney the possesston of e certificate vives them
th right (o assame the aivs of an imperial ofti er, and to
enforce the cnstoms el diseiptine of s imperi sl army i
what is practieally o vepuidi an militiag but we are nof
troubled with them long: they soon resign,

The pomt [ wish (o maks, however, is, how does (4 1. ('
propose to il the vacaneies for ofticers {0 There isn't @ bat-
talion that T know of with its full complement of oflicers.
Sweely an uncertiticated officer 1s hettor than nothing wt (!},
As L know him, insread of being o jay in peacock feathers,
etes heds usnadly o popuibos man, and alway = to be depend



