
DOMINION MEDICAL MirONTH-LY

I believe it ry duty to add a fewv clinical and exper-imental
investigations. They concern abovc ail the determination as to,
liov far tic elini nation of the products of tissue metarnorphosis in
the contractcd kidney is independent of the injection of water, if
percliance it should be found that urca, uric acid and urinary saits
are less freely and less perfectly excreted upon the small allovance
of water tlian after flooding of the systcmn witli wvater, theiî that
slîould serve as a wvarning. since wc do not dare to favor the accu-
mulation of tiiese products ini the bcý3y. Iiî fact, the custom of
prescribing for sucli patients rnîlk and ivatei- and sending themn to
regular drink cures and renowned springss, lias resulted frorn the
notion tlîat a large use of %vater favors the elimination of the
proclucts of tissue changes in every formn of nephritis.

1 have liere to conîrnunicate as thîe entirely justified conclusion,
tlîat in the cases of patients witlî contracted kidneys, neitiier in the
stagre of relative euphioria nor in the stage of beginning cardiac
%veakness, nor indeed in clîronic uremic plienoinena, is the elimina-
tion of the most import, products of tissue metamorphosis, ever
impaired tlîroughi lessening of the liquids to one and one-quarter
quarts daily. Not in a. single observation w~as this the case, though
iii a fev instances tiiere wvas the contrary result, that is, the elimin-
ation of nitroglen anci urinary saits increased wvith lessening of Uie
fluids.

As concerns the excretion of aibumin, the absolute daily
arnount wvas not essentially influenced tlîrough diminishing the
a11owvatice of wvater. The percentage of aibumin increased only
when, %vith a smaller injection of fluids, the an-ount of urine feul
off, since in practice the proportion of aibumin is exclusively and
erroneously considered. It is important to know this fact, other-
wvise one might be led, through a lessening of the liquids, to the
ivrong opinion that tue aibumin had been greatly increased.


