
DOMINION MEDICAL MONTIILY

to deliver with forceps, should give a practieally negligible fetal
mortality, and a mnatern.a] mortality of 2 or 3 per cent. The
performance of the.operation after one tentative application of
the instrument, provided this and ail previons manipulations have
been donc with aseptie precautions, gives almost equal]y good
results.

The conclusion is inevitable týhat in those cases \vhere the dis-proportion is sliglit, the best results for mother and child will
be obtained by allowing labor to continue iuntil spontaneous de-
livery occurs, or 1lntil the head has entered the pelvie cavit.y when-
forceps inay safe]y be applied. Where the dispropor~tion is
greater Cesarean section, pcrformcd as early as possible, will
give the bcst resuits. If spontaneous delivery does fl*ot ocPur,and the head does not enter the brim, one attempt at forceps de-
liverýy may lie made, but extreme force must not be used. Failure
of the hiead to corne thr-oug,,h should he followed 'by Cesarean
section, pubiotoiny or craniotomv, according to the cireumstances
of the case.

It oilglit to lie recogn,,iized that those are formidable cases to
deal with, and the best resuits cani le obtained onlv if the patient
is in a well-equiipped hospital, where the praetitioner's hand isflot forccd by the wvell mieant, but uinwise, demands of the patient's
friends for him to intervene wvith the ob ' eet of cnitting short ber
suffering; where he can conduet everv manipulation with the,
strictest asepss and where he has facilities for perforn-ing in-stantly any one of the major operations mentioned. Among major
operations hizh forceps ougbt to be includfed. Obstetries is a
branch of suirger , an d the saine care avid skill are demnanded ofthe obstetrician as of the suirgeon if the best resuits are to beobtained. If this were more fully reeognized bvy the puiblic and
the profession there would resilt an enormous saving of infant
life, a greatly lo-%Nered maternai mrortglity. and a vast diminution
in the number of lesions demanding operafive treatment at a later
stage, and so often resulting in permanent impairment of bealtb
and u'-sefulness.


