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CLOISTET""thésisterse f He
Beauclere ýareimentioned as beingaé
complishéd scholI.7 'Th ere is, perhape,-

- READ AT THE CATHOLIC CONORESS. no moretbeautifl bharacter recorded lu
history, says&tbe Protestant Skene, in
hie Celtic Scotland For purity of mo-

Woman InMedleV1Life asPltnred by tives, for an ernst desire to benefit the
Anna T sadler. people among whom ber lot was cast,

for a deep' sense of religion. and great
ýThéitrésting papier read by Mrs. peroial piety, for the unselflh perfor-

Hesly for Anna T. Sadier, picotured the mance of whatever duty lay before ber,
oloister and the home of the middle ages. and for. entire self-abnegation she is un-
Shgsaissurpased.'

Previens to thémédiévalyès:Cistian- The Frankslh dynasty furnishes us
iyrad raised womanhood fr01Crithé with such lovable types of women as
slough of paganism. Already an aston- Otilda, who obtaiued theomewhat
ishéd worldhad bégun tocry out «Yé dramati conversion of ber husband on
gode o! Gréece, vint w onen h avé thèse thé battlefiéld, and Bathildis, who labor-
Christians 1" Duriug the middle ages, éd for the abolition of slavery and the
from tn sixth torthé middle of thé fif spread of learning, who founded and
teenth century, woman attained, as it afterward bécame abbees of Chellee.
were, her full growth under the egis of The life of Matilda, wife of Henry I.
the Church, the Church which aerenely of Germany, reads like romance from
held sway over the maid chaotic world the moment lier royal lover beholds her,
strugling into civilization. It would be the pupil of Hereward convent, tbrough
an impossible task here to classify the long years when they were 'one in
médiéval woman by distinctions of race mmd and heart, prompt to every good
or epoch. Rather let us examine'hler work,' as through lier regency and ber
condition, personal qualities and the tone widowhood, passed so hoily.
of sbciety toward her on the broad lines Queen Elizabeth, of Portugal, who won
of cloistered, royal, saintly and learned by her unceasing efforts to promote
women. peace the title of Pacis et Patrie Mater

Thie nun played such a part in the and Saint Isabel de Pax, le only less in-
drama of medieval life as to raise woman terestimg than that, other Elizabeth,
to the climax of ber power. The nun whose marriage to ber beloved Land-
was a chief factor im procuring the grave Louis, her pathétie efforts to lead
emancipation of women and proclaiming a saint's life at a court, the cruel perse-
lher equality, in a Christian -sense, with cutions she endured and ber widowhood
man, be giving ber a separate, individual are so familiar to us. Of such a type
existence. Immured ni her cloister, the was Hedwiga, of Poland, who married
nun exercised a protective influence over against lier inclination to promote the
the wife and mother and caused them to pesce of christiandoin.
be reverenced on accoun t of the possibili- Bridget, Princess of Sweden, sanctified
ties of heroic virtue which ohe displayed. ber husband, eight children, and edified
To the rudest warrior she was " a thing a court before founding the Order of the
enskied and eneainted." In short, by ber Brigittines. Agnes of Bobemia, wife of
ideal of consecrated virginity, the Church Frederick Il., Canegonde of Bavaria,
secured the elevation of woman. good Queen Maud of England, Hilde-

.The Anglo Saxon cloisters Vere garde, Empress of Charlemagne, Agnes,
throng d with nuns of the blood royal ; wifé of the German Henry IIl., so suc-
Ethelburga, the firet royal widow to en- ceseful a regent, are anong those who
ter religion, Etheldreda, of the strange, led a life of nun-like austerity upon
romantic story, Elfieda, who aided Wil- thones. Many medieval queens belonged
frid in his struggle to fix the Roman dis- to the Third Order of St. Francis.1
cipline upon the Celte, Earcontha, Dom- The medieval households are, in the
neva,Eanpleda, Ermenburga,Hereswida, main, beautiful pictures of Catholic life.
Eadburga, Wereburga. Ermenilda and There, " at the fireside of the heart, feed-
Sexburga, were all nuns of royal birtb- ng its flame,1' woman's true place, the
.in one instance three generations, grand- mistress of the family shone. Wise, in-
mother, mother and daughter, met in telligent, loving and beloved, respecting
the cloister. Some were widows, some and respected, she was troubled by no
had; by permission, separated from their théories of female suffrage or equal
huabande, some had entered religion in rights or divided skirts. Her own righte,
early youth, being in the forcible Saxon thanks to the church, were too secure,
word, veritable "Godes-Bryd,"-"Brides ber duties too sacred. A helpful.wife, a
of God." consoientious mother. 'Happy the

In Ireland, land of-saints and scholare, ages," crie Digby, "when men had holy
where learning at the darkest periods mothers." She trained sons to fil high
found asylum, St. Bridget, of the royal places and daughters to vigorous prac-1
bouse of Leinster, exercised much the tical utility, and ohé gained the love of
saine patria.rchal sway over men and ber servants. Every womanin those-
wonen as Hildaat Whiiby. Many poetic days was made acquainted with every
legends cluster about that spot dedicated détail of household duty. With high-
tovirtue and learnîng, snd for a thousand born women the duties were simply
years after Bridget's death a lamp burnt wider and more onerous. She had to
at her tomb. "That bright lamp which know medicine and surgery and church
burned at Xildare's holy fane." music and embroidery, as she was fitted

The attainnents of the nune appear to to exercise the splendid hospitality of
have ben for thé' time, considérable. the times, with that exquisite courtesy
They stuuied philosophy and belles- to strangers, which was a rigid social
ettres, the scriptures and the fathers. law. Bnt she had to sew and spin and

Their correspondence was kept up in cook and keep a time apart for reading.
Latin, and sprinkled with quotations, Spinuig was a favorite occupation, by
proviig their acquaintance with the the way, of ail classes of médiéval
classics. Many of then knew Greek. women. Dante represents the women
They reached,'in fne, the highest degree of F'orence as spinunig while " they
of culture then possible. Like their con- listened to old tales of Troy, Fesole andE
temporaries, they were ignorant, no Rome."
doubt, of much that we know. Probably Charity toward the poor, the suffering, ]
they also.knew much that would surprise the afflicted was emnently character-
our "eweet girl graduates," and knew it istic of medieval women. Always mu-
thoroughly and well. Mauy nuns were nificent, their charity chose a thousand
proficient as copyists, adorning manu- tender and delicate modes of maniféet-
scripts with gold and gems. They were ing itself, seeing even in the mendicant F
-accomplished needlewomen, skilled lu the person of Jesus Christ. Mary, the
rare tapestries and embroideries. mother of God, was the first great cause t

Deaconesses were a recognized order of the elevation of women. Divinely A
in the Church till the ninth century, as fair and holy, ever present to the me-
weieéalso recluses, who inhabited caverne dieval mind, she taught man to rever-
and mountains. Such was Rosalie, of enc and wonen to deserve reverence.-
Pilermo, whose name lias remained in She appeared upon the pennons of B
veneration through the centuries. knights or in their war cries, particularly

Thé queens of the middle ages are a if the cause were holy. Upon lier they
numerous-and important clases.. Among framed their idéal. The maiden iu the
the Anglo-Saxons, whoin common with cloister, with her consecratedteacher, I
the other Teutonic races assigned a lofty placed Mary's image miniatures
par-t to Woman, thequeens.possessed ter- or illumination' Thé lady of the T
ritorial rights ad rigihts ojfurisdiction, castle, with lhier bondwomen, uttered
having separate courts nd affixing their the transcendent prayer : "Hail, full of
names to all public documents. Like race." Thé -vandering.glee women or
thé nuns oftheir race they were ardent the serf fresh frai» toil bent the knee at

is -a·tts' - Mary's wayuide shrine. Even thé gyp-d
-Thé queens of thé Nornman -period, he- niés . lu their midnight celebration o! b

giping vith thé vifs of thé conqueror, Christmas joined. with. thé générations o
oôtinued thé high-traditiôn- of learning in calling her blessed.; .- ,

amometimes. o! sanotity..- For instance Every'where that.deéal dlinély humnan, a

ID COÀTHoLÎÇ CHROIOL

before which almère.earthy p etion
fades. Therefore, any sumrnary:of the
women of the mididle ages must be faulty,
even as a matter of philosophical or
éthical inquiry, which ignores the 'om-
nipresent and. almost omnipotent influ-*
ence of Mary, mother of God.

iThe following poem was handed to us on the
18th Instant for publication in TETauE WIT-
iase; oflthe 2ast the proofs were read sud
h anded te t ha auter aud strange le eay the
poem appeared lu the dazette or the 22nd. We
merely make this remark ln case i migt be

.pp.sedthe poem was taken seoond-hand.-
En. T. W.]

THIS CANADA oF OURS.

[Linos suggésted by the Queuston Heigito'
Celebratien of19t.]

By W. O. FARMER.
'Mid heart-!eot praise the standard raise

Of Canada, our glory-
Bld ber leGod speed," since she's decreed

To live In song and story!

Where where's the land whose hopes expand
In brghter hues or parer-

Whose Arture lies'aoat iscamer skies,
Whoîe march te famée la enter ?

What aimasehigh as tode!y
Mer genlus[rom attaining ?

May she a quoen net pot ho seen
Amongstthe nations reigning!

unbounded wealth is her's ln health,
Her's youth, too, self-reliant-

Limbs litheasudfreeas llmbe need be,
A spirit fresh sud buoyant.

Then look around-where eau be round
such subterranean treasure-

Sncb varied store or priceless ore,
Store, rich beyond ali measure?

Or richer soil-the yeoman's toit
In golden produce glowing-

From farm acd fied the harvest yield,
lu streame Pactoloan flowing ?

Let the Swiss bast bis wild orags meot,
His mountatus that, oareeriug

Grandsud biubme, upwardilti climb,
In cloudiand disappearing.

That perless place for every grace,
I Killarney's Lakes Ilmay woo us-

Thro' heart and eye its magie sky
With Tempe's eharme may sue us,-

But Celt and Swiss may boast the bliss
Their lakes ad mountains tender,

Canada eau as beastfal seau
Her Saguenay's scente splendor.

Her "Thousand Isaes," where nature's miles
The tourist's vision ravish-

Her BIchelieu's tamed landscape views,
In lovely scenes so 0laviéh I

While far away hr realims and eway,-
Froin oceu sweep te ean,

And te her tiroeoatout millions own
Alleg ance and devotion.

Tho' young lu pears ber his'try cheers
Thoeomitlions b>' oxample-

Shows how te brave the roe or knave
Hner freedom who'd dare trampleo!

Thus fousht and bled, like herees bred,
Ber trusted sons an'd cherlah'd.

At IlChteaugtayr rsudILuudyl'" fray,
Whére hon Invaders penisb'd.

At "Chryler's Farm," whoae mem'rles
charm,

How vaiantly théy bore them!
How for their rlghts aI "Queenstou Heights,"

They bore down aî ebefor m' hei!

There, with the flow'r etEngland's pow'r,
The common danger shari ng,

Canadieas stood,anoué firmer could,
Allies ln deeds of daring.

But, lo! at last, tierce as a blast.
For godtess conquest thirsting,

As sabres flash and cannon crash,
on them the roe see burattegi

see war-steeds plunge, tierce swordsmen lunge,
See maim'd men reel and totter;

But seel1 they stand, pou painlot baud,
CoolBmtd the strifeans iaugbter.

Yet, tho' hurled baek on eaoh attaca,
Forward the foe keeps rusbIng,

with dire latent corne what ruay, bout
Yen " Ith red line> on crushing.

But British steel and natives' seal,
Despite the foemeus number,

Show that lu vain that foeman'e slain,
The bsitio-fléld eneumnber.

Lie semn cif seen, Its oréot serene,
The' round IL. fai-hoins under,

Are heard to break, as stout hearts quake,
The winds and waves lu thunder,-

Thus, calim Indeed, but fIxed if need,Deariy their lives on selling,
Fronting the foe the Ilredeoatel" show,
Charge aftor chargé ropelliug.

until the cry e heard, " they fly !"
And" vicorlonl la sheuted

As from the fild, ompeiîdl te yield,
The Zoe flees, erush uand routed.

Thou 'mid oud praise the standard raise'
O! eanada, our glory,
Iid ber" ••God speed," since sbe's decreed
Te live ln song ancttory!

Let them beware who trailt'rous dare
To compromise ber station!
uvasion Ialled-ahall treason veiled,
Sueceed l l unexatlon ?'!

a thvart this atm, that lurke Ishame
'Neath Il. Indopeudencol"pratilo,.

With every breath we draw tilt dsath
We'llisue the " God o BattIe."

SEXBREDrRRe CURED.
GENTLEMEN,-I was troubled with chrone
liarrhea for over-three years and received no.
enefit from all the mediclne I tried. I was
nable te vert from two te four heurs overy a
roo®t. Kemrlaug If br. Fowlo' xre f
il right.-JohnuStile,Bracebrldge, Out. .-
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SPECIL NOTICE!
- :0:--

We cal] attention to the lar additious of
fdne Parlor, Library, Dung m and Bed
Boom suites Jui flnished sn now ln stock in
Our New Waroro)oms., whloh bias been aeknow-
ledged by all, without exceptIon. who haveclosoiyexamlned OurGod and Show Booms
te be Ioe voy Finet aud Larges asBorti ent,
and decidedly the Cheapest yet offered, quality
considered.i W

W ae Jusi dWaut ett
Boom Suites, consistlng etf]ledstead, Bureau
with largo Swing Bevel.edge Mirror and Wash-
stand with Brass Bod Splasher Back, both
Ma ble Tops, $25; Wood Tops, $22. Al our ownt
make.

Wewill nafew days show somo verynice
medium sud low-prceod Furuiture lu Our Large
Show Windows,andthe figures witi olnter-
act an impression left on the minds or maiy
that imagine from the very fine display made
th peu 1ev veek that geare only gong to
keep the Ounest grades of goeds.

As heretefore, we will keep a fuit line of
médium aud good serviceable Farniture, but
wiii net oeil anythiug thatve ean net Ruara-
tee to be as represented, which bas for the past
hal century seeured for us thé largoît sales pet
macle lu Our lUneansd irili atI roiiow the old
motto or Owen McGarvey & Son:

Large Sales and Small Profits.

OWElN IcUARvYI & SON,
1849, 1851 and 1853

Notre-Dame Street.
F TRZL L ED R EE

PosiLtOIelyCURED with
Veugetable Remedies.

d caseYi Have eured many thons.
and cases eafled bopeless. Prom firaI dose
symptoms rapIdly dIsappear, and in ten days
at least two-tbirds o ail mytoms are re-
meved. BOOK oftestimon aisofmaeulouscres RfE. JO DAIS: TRE'ATMENT
FREE.by mail. la. H.az B &SONS,
specialists, ATLANTAQÂ.

BROOIE & IRVIE'8.SeIfI
as TfE BET- and THE ONLY GENUINS
artiole.J Housekeepers shoud ak fer it and
seetbatthey getit allotflers2 arIttioni,

As all accounts bave been mailed
to our Subscribers, we would re-
spectfully beg that each one
.sho.uld remit as soon as pos'ible
the small amount due. Individu-
alUy the sums are not large, but ln
the aggregate they mean several
theusands to us; and it is impos-
sible to keep up sueh an organ as
THE TRUE W[TNESS without
the means adequate. We merely
as for wbat is due to avold uus-
necessary labor.

CENTRAL
CHINA
HALL.
DINNER SETTS, 100 pcs., from $6.50.
TEA SETTS, 44 pieces, from $2.5O.
CHAMBER SETTS, 10 pes., from $2.
LEMONADE SETTS,
F RULT SETTS,
ICE CREAM SETTS,
FRUIT PLATES,
CHEESE DISHES,
FANCY CUPS and SAUCERS,
LIBRKRY LAMPS,
HALL LAMPS, CHANDELIERS,
PLATED WARE, CUTLERY, etc.

GEO. EADIE,
Succe0sor to L. DENEAU.

2046 NOTRE DAME ST


