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" THE TRUE WITNESS AND' CATHOLIC CHRONICLE.

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.

FRANCE.

"In France the people are peaceable, but the suf-
ferings produced by a short. harvest, a severe winter,
and the disnrrangements of trade and commierce by
the aceursed ambition of the Czar are serious. Itis

- calculated that France will have to lay out eight
millions sterling before next harvest in buying bread
stuffs, to supply the wants of the population, every
shilling of which will have to leave the country. One
half the necessary supply has not yet been had, and
the French buyers are busy all through the European

“and American grain markets.

France has called out an addilional contingent
army of 80,000 men, to replace the 70,000 destined
for Turkey.

The Cardinal Archbishop and the other Bishops of
the province of Tours—viz., their Lordships of Mans,
Angers, Reimes, Nantes, Quimper Vannes, and St.
Brieuc, have addressed a letter of sympathy and con-
dolence to the Archbishop of Freiburg. The Bishop
of Marseillcs and the Bishop of Gap have each like-
wise written to the illustrious confessors on behalf of
themselves and the chapter of their respective cathe-
drals. o

AUSTRIA.

From Vienna, it is stated seemingly authentically,
that Austria had asked Russia if she would consent
to 2 Euronean protectorate over the Christians in
Turkey. To this the Czar replied he would consent
to no interference whatever between himselfl and
‘Turkey.

AvusTniaN Fivasces.—According to the Ger-
man papers the Austrian Budget for 1854 will show
a defieit of 45,000,000 florins (£4,400,000) on the
ordinary serviee,and 50,000,000 florins (:£5,000,000)
on the extraordinary—a result that may lead to a
serious calastrople, and fully accounts for the refusal
of the eminent bankers at home and abroad to enter
on a contract for a new loan with the Austrian go-
vernment.

SWEDEN AND DENMARK.

ALLIANCE BETWEEN SWEDEN AND DENMARK.—
The Gazette de Cologne asserts that the twa Cabi-
nets are about concluding a treaty offensive and de-
fensive, and the immediate result will be the fortifi-
cation of the Danish coast, and more especially the
Danish capital.

A letter from Christiana states that Norway has
decided on fitting out a squadron of 12 ships, in view
of the approaching events. DBut [ittle sympathy is
manifested for Russia.

BADEN.

By way of proving its respect for the liberty of
ihe press, this Protestant Government has prohibited
the local press {rom any discussion on the subject of
the religious troubles. The persecution still rages ;
the following are fair specimens of Protestant religi-
ous liberty.  We copy from the Zublet :—

“ The fines imposed on the Vicar-General of Frei-
burg amounted, early in last month, te no less a sum
than 2,625 francs. The Capitular Secretary’s fines
at thz same period has reached 1,050 francs. A
poor young Curate of Baden had been fined 420
francs for having read the Archbishop’s mandate, and
had been expelled the city by the police. Another
had been {ined 105 francs, deprived of his salary, and
ordered to quit. The Parish Priest of Loor was
fined, as ¢a disturber of public order; for having
spoken, in a sermon, of the struggles which the

hureh of Christ has in all ages to sustain ; fined a
second time for having used the public prayers pre-
“seribed by the Archbishop ; and a third time, with
fifteen days’ imprisonment, for having read the Arch-
bishop’s mandate. In the district of Taubergmud,
where many Priests had been thrown into prison, the
people rose, and the Government were so alarmed
that they felt it necessary to release them. At Frei-
burg, the police dragged to prison a young girl of
eighteen years, Mlie. Massier, for baving exclaimed
when the Curate of the place was arrested, amidst
the cries of the women and children, ¢ Oh, the butch-
ers!’ She was to be imprisoned for fifteen days,
with hard labor, and-every two days to be fed an
bread and water, which they call by an expressive
name in German, ¢ hungerkant;’ the paor girl at the
time of her arrest was in feeble health, and has been
unable to peform the tasks imposed upon her in the
prisou, in consequence of which she has been daily,
or almost daily, fed only on bread and water.

¢ Such are a few specimens of the system adopted
by the Government of Baden against the Catholic

Church.”
ROME.

At a Secret Consistory held at Rome on the 19th
December, 1lis Holiness delivered an Allocution, of
which the following is an extract:—

** We regret, alas ! that this joy should be disturl-
ed by the cruel misfortunes which we learn that our
most holy religion suffers in certain northern coun-
tries. And to speak only of one, we cannot pass
over in silence that-its government, after having sig-
nified to the Nuncio of the Holy See at the court of
Vienna that i had submitted its claims to the same
See, not only has not done so, but has not yet ceased
to tormeat the Church ; much more, it has mulcted
with fines, or ¢ast into prison the sacred Ministers
who refused to recede from their duty. In these ex-
tremities the invincible strength of soul and constan-
¢y of almost the entire Clergy, and, above all, of
the holy Prelate, the Archbishop of Freiburg, who

‘has given to all of them 2n example, has marvellously
shone forth, resolved to give to' Cmsar what be-
longs to Casar, and to God what belongs to God,
neither menaces, nor.the fear of dangers, have pre-
~ vented him from defending courageously the -rights

of the Church, and from. fulfilling the duties of the

Pastoral charge. While extolling with all just praise
that admirable constancy in sustaining the cause of
the Church, we exhort our Venerable Brother, the
Archbishop of Freiburg, and the companions of his
‘courage, not to allow themselves to despend, but to
draw new strength from the power of the Lord, who
has promised I1is Church to assist her throughout all
time, and who bas prepared the palm and the crown
for those who fight the good fight. As for the rest,
that doctrine which the Church las always™ taught
with the Apostle of the nations, that it is necessary
to obey the superior authorities, we hold it and we
teach it, and the Bishops hold it and teach it with
us. . But if any order is given in opposition to the
Dirine law, and to the holy rights of the Church,
transmitted by Ler Divine Author, we must obey
God rather than men; the Apostle himself has con-
firmed this duty by his example, and with the holy
Pastors of the Church we teach it and . we endeavor
to impress it on all Liearts.”

INDIA.

The following remarks in a well-informed north-
west paper, the Agra Gaz¢tte ot Nov, 10, have at-
tracted considerable notice in India:—

 The first ripple of the war-wave from the Bos-
phorus has broken on the conlines of India. Persia
and Affghanistan are disturbed by the murmurs of
the approaching tempest. The former has already
an army afoot, but which side it is intended to (ake
in the impending struggle does not clearly appear.—
And now, according to reperisin the Kurruchee pa-
pers, the Shalr has sent an envoy to’ Caboul on a se-
cret mission, prefaced by a declaration of the advan-
tages to be derived by both parties from amity and
union betwixt them. There can be little doabt, we
think, that this private message to Dost Mahommed
relates to the probability of war between Russia and
Turkey, and the part te be played by Persia‘and
Affghanistan in the event of its occurrence. Of
course, too, the likelihood of Ingland engaging in
the contest will be canvassed betwixt the Shab and
the Ameer in determining the course they ave to pur-
sue.”

"The Delhi Gazetie announces authentically thata
Russian force has arrived at Alnnetzek, and has taken
that fortress, consequently that the road to Xhiva is
now open to any army the Eurapean may choose to
send towards Affghanistan. But even supposing the
Russian army to be at Xhiva, they have 200 miles of
a desert without water, and double that distance of
country without supplies, to traverse beiore even
Ferat can be reacied. The f{ew who bave been
this route declare that even were a Russian force at
Kliva to-morrow, a twelvemonth must elapse before
10,000 men of that army could enter the gates of
Caboul, Great mischief, however, might be done
us by Russian influence, were an army from that
country even to reach Khiva.

RUSSIA AND TULRKEY.

THE ComBINED FLEETS.—'The strength of the
combined Knglish and French fcets now tn the Bos-
phorus amounts to forly-four sail, including line-of-
battle ships, frigates, and steamers. Of these the
French and English lave each three three-deckers;
we have seven two-deckers (including the Agamem-
non) to five French two-deckers, the French 90 gun
screw ship Mapoleon having, unfortunately, been
sent back to Toulon for repairs. Each flag las,
or will scon have, eleven paddic-wheel steamers.
The Sanspareil (English) and the Charlemagne
(Freneh) two-deckers bave auxiliary steam power.
Tn addition to this powerful fleet there are in--the
Bosphorus at least seven Turkish and Tgyptian line-
of-battle ships, besides frigates and steamers; so that
the combined force may be taken at about 60 sail,
Trom the large amount of steam pawer, the weight
of guns, the size of these ships in proportion to their
rating, and the perfection to which naval gunnery has
now been carried bothi in the English and the French
navies, this is, beyond doubt, the finest naval arma-
ment ever sent to sea, though it might, if necessary,
be powerfully augmented by the first-class steamships
and frigates which form Admiral Corry’s squadron
now at Lisbori. These vessels are, however, proba-
bly reserved as the nucleus of the North Sea. fleet
in the spring,

A letter from Malta, of tiie 28th Dec. states that
the merchants who had contracted to supply the
British flect with coals in The Black Sea, had receiv-
ed orders to prepare depots at Sinope, Varna, and
Trebizonde, :

« We have the best anthority,” says the Daily
News, «for stating that the Russian High-Admiral
having rtecently inspected the Czar’s Baltic fleet,
one-half of the ships were at once condemned as
worthless, and it was determined to build, on con-
tract, a number of screw line-of-battle ships—one
account says no less than thirty ! "We may possibly
find some of these contracts taken in the Clyde or
the Thames, and may safely caleulate upon a portion
of the vessels being built by the Americans. But it
will take atleast two years to get so large a fleet fit
for sea—even if the eash is forthcoming.”

We have just learned (says the Olserver) from a
private source, upon which we have every reason to
rely, that the Russian government has given notice
to several commercial gentlemen and engineers, in-
terested in Russian railways, that it is not intended
to proceed at present with these undertakings. In
fact the works are about to be suspended, and all the
men and money required for their construction will
be devoted to carrying on the war.

Tacrics oF THE Czar.—A well-informed cor-
respondent of the Z%mes communicates the following
important intelligence :— - :

I mentioned a day or two ago that a communica-
tion had been made by the French government to
the cabinet of St. Petersburg, which, whatever be
its proper title, had all the character of an ultima-

¢um, and that the English government concurred in
it. . Tam again informed that such is the case, and
that a communication _similar in forms, and identical
in sense, has been sent by the English government.
It was despatched on the 29th by a special messen-
ger. 'The paper was drawn up withall the forms of
courtesy usual while {riendly forms are not yet. bro-
ken off; but, as a very polite communication may be,
it was precise,to the point and unmistakeable. It
was, Jam told, to the effect that the Powers, the
Allies of the Porte, would see with displeasure any
wilitary operation in the Black Sea, whether on the
coast of Asia or elsewhere ; and in fact, mtimating
{hat any attempt at such operation would be resisted
by the combined fleets. In other words, the Rus-
sian fleet of the Ruxine is interdicted from stirring
from its own ports for such purposes, at the risk of
being attacked, aud treated as the Turkish squadron
was in the waters of Sinope. What answer the
Ewmperor Nicholas will give to that courteous re-
commendation it is not difficult -to guess. It is true.
he nay not wish to expose his ships to the danger of
encountering the combined squadron; but it Is
scarcely doubted that he will show bis disregard to
the adwonition, or the threat in another fashion. It
is, therefore, said—and, 1 must say, believed—that
the moment the news reaches St. Petersburg of the
entry of the combined fleets in the Black Sea, the
Russians will eross the Danube; and the Yrench
partizans of the Czar auticipate that the preserce in
Bulgaria of the Cossacks will be the signalof a
Greek insurrection all over Turkey. "The Russians
also say that the advance on Constantinopie (for of
that event they appear not to doubt) will be foiloweld
by a rising of many warlike tribes in Algeria, so as
to render the removal of any part of the French
army from that dependency utlerly impossible.  All
these insurrections are, we are, informed, nh:r:ady
organised, and only await the occasion (o burst forth.
Great hopes, too, are founded on what is fo be dm_:e
in Tndia against the English, when such a storm will
be raised that not a single soldier can be sparcd [rom
the fronticrs.  Such is the vast coup d'eef taken in
Ly those who declare their implicit belief in the irve-
sistible and invineible power of the Czar. Itis hoped
at St. Petersburg that the Western DPawers may
still, for a time, Le content to remain inactive spec-
tators of what is oceurring in.the 1fast,and therelore
it is proposed to act almost entirely on the dufensive
in Europe, but to carry on the war with might and
main in Asia.  Advantage will be taken of the eir-
cumstance that no news {fom the Asiatic seat of war
can reach Constantinople by water as loug as the
Dussian {leets have the undisputed command of the
Black Sea, and itis hoped that the Turkish army in
Lirzeroum may be completely annihilated befare the
Western Powers can have agreed to interfere,
InTRIGUES OF RUssia Iv Asia.— Warsaw, Dec.
14.—Intelligence of great importance for the world
in general and for Lngland in particular, informs us
that Tlussia is making gigantic preparations, under
the pretext of chastising the Khan of Khiva, but in
reality with a higher aim. For 15 years Russia has
been oceupicd in organising the Mongols and the
Kirghese ; she has [urnished them with arms, money,
and officers, and has had them instructed in the use
of arms and the art of war., At any wmoment, ata
signal from the Czar, 200,000 horse from amang the
hordes of the Kirghese, encamnped between the Cas-

pian Sea and Mount Altai, could enter upon a cam-)

puign, if Russia should induce Persia and Caboul to
declare war against England to unite their forces
with hers, and with those of the Mongols; at the
same time, offering the hand to the independent
Powers of India an the other side of the Ganges. In
such a war with England, who can tell what would
become of Hindostan, or what modifications the Eng-
lish rule in India might undergo? ke cpoch of
Zingis Khan might return, and Asia pass once moré
under Mongolian sway. When one reflects on the
constantly increasing misery of the Indians, bent
down under the yoke of greedy merchants, it is with
a feeling that their lot could not become more wreteh-
ed under the iron sceptre of the Mongols. But,
however that may be, Eugland lhas reason to dread
the attempts of Russia ; for if the deserts and moun-
tains which divide the Russian empire from Asia be
impenetrable by Turopean armies, they are not so
by hordes inured to the tatigues of war. The day
is not perhaps distant when Russia and England, the
two most powerful empires of the world, may be en-
gaged in hostilities, and war break out upon every
point of their monstrous possession. England is less
informed than any other power of the projects and
preparations of Russia ; and the aid which she affords
to the Turkish army in the trans-Caucasian provinces
has no other object but 1o raise against the Russian
empire the Tartar hordes of the Caucasus and the
Caspian, and by paralysing the Russian inflience over
the Mongols, the Persians, and the Kirghese, to ren-
der abortive the projects against the Indian posses-
sions of Great Britain.—Guazette de Spener.

As the conduct of the Church in Baden seems but
little vnderstood amongst Protestants, it may be as
well to state clearly what it 1s she claims, but which
the state refluses. Our informant shall be Dr. Cum-
ming of London ; a witness whom no’one will suspect
of any partiality towards Popery. Here then are the
r}lon'slrous claims put forwarnd by the Chureh in Ba-
den I—

“ According to the doctriue of the Cathalic Church,
her teaching, her worship, her government, belong to
the Pope and Bishops.

¢¢ All laws of the country, to which the Government
appeals, when contrary to this doctrine are usarpa-
tions ; the existing relations of Church and State were
formed on z Protestant model.

“The State Ias no rights over the Church. We
loud!ly protest against the pretended rights which it as-
sumes. ,

“The Bishop must doall in his power to bring

T
about a repeal of the existing Jaw; if he canqgy g
this by entreaties, the duty of resistance at oncemddq
volves upon him, and then the responsibility of g e
flict like 1his falls not on him but on the power w'f‘]‘.’“‘
usurps the government of the Charch, ‘ ich

« As 1o the ordinance of the 7th of Novemberj,
ticular, the Archbishop protests against bein, oblr ars
to submit his mandates tothe Commissiongr of fgu
Government ; this were to subjet the Church 1g 4 |"!e
man. He protests against all the peualties which? X
Jow the violatior of this command. al-

«To apply laws of police to Priests w
their Bishops, is, in the eyes of all the
more nor less than an act of violence.

"¢ To promise Priests who obey the |
try protection against the censure of 1heir Bishops, i
as dangerous as impossible. No power in exister i
can conserve the functions of a Priest when hi‘s iii [IL."
withdsaws those functions. shiep

“ Lastly, the Archbishvp demands fiom 1l Stgy,,
repeal of all faws in force upan this matler, and 5"
«abandonment of all sovereignty aver the Chayeh fw.
no partiaf concessions will suffice )

eace.”’

That is to say—the Catholic Church demands
thing but what is fnlly enjoyed by every Piotesjan d“':-
senting community in England—the right 1 le'u-li i
worship, and manage her owa aflairs, such ag lhe‘u',‘:
pointment of her ministers—without the iMerferenge
of the civil power. . So moderate are thesa (lem1;1|<‘
and s0 manifestly just, that Protestants are cump;elll;i
10 side with the Archbishopof Freiburg, Ty Chw%“i
Journal, (Protestant) thns speaksof them :— "

“\Vith the requisite changes of phraseolofyy whil
difference of cirenmsianees require, it nppte'mrs J'r«;II
the above that the Archbishop demaniis no mere 3 l
witat we, and all other relizgions badies,
in these United States.  We do uot sve how, an g
priveiples of sur Republican Constitution, ﬂ;w,h:...,'
very horedble or abomitable ean be lound iy !hef\r.:.'{;_'
bishop’s position, as above delined.” ‘

hoshanlg obey
warld, nejthy,

aws of the coyy,.

for the Testoratiog of

a
alveady enjoy

Tnr Bisie 1 lvany—A correspondent of (he Lon-
don Times wiites as follows :—¢ For many veurs
I bave paid almost annoal visits te Sardinia .:mc!Pi,:;':
mont, both belore and after the granting of the canegi.
tation.  The Bible formerly was us stricily pruhibj},"z
as it now iz in Tuscany or Home; by il.isnbsmlub-';
introduction and circulation liberty of thouzht ang g.
tinn has seized the minds of the people, and u eyig.-
guent enlightenment on all political, social, and inary
gubjects has been the result. I was present at Nigw
when the first importation of hibles intw Sardinia
place, when liberly of conscience was allowey h}'lh»:
new constilution.””  The statement conveyed in this
extract is directly contrary to the truth, altheusy, |
feel foll confidenee in the good faith of the writes
He iscutirely Llinded, however, by 1eligious prejudice,
1 have at present belore me a copy of La Sucra Biti:
Tradotla in Halicno dell’ Arcivescovo, 4Anloiio flartini,
published at Florence in the year 1835, and alsy ay-
other edition of the same work, pnblished a1 Floretme
in the year 1844. These editions contain the texy o
1he Vuigale, with an lalian transiation.  This laljan
bible is not onty not forhidden by the churel:, but wys
expresshye approved and anthorised in the year 17781y
Pope Pius V1., as apnears by the poutifical lotter ui-
tached to the work.  Cheap editions of this Itulius
translation of the Bible have been purchasabla it every
own in Naly ever since its first pablication. Nar is
it by any means the first Htalian teanslation of the Bi-
bie which has appeared in Ualy. Such transiaiions
have been printed and published in that conntry sinee
the first invention of printing. Your corresponden:
might as well allege that the Protestants introdueed a
knowledge of reading and writing into ltaly as tie
Ttalian translation of the Bible.

MOBS AND MOB-MAKERS.
(From the Buffulo Sentinel.)

There is, in mostly every corner of the Union, som:
journal devoted entirely to the circulation of light ii-
terature and lies, that takes pleasure in laying evary
act which degrades man at the doors of the Irish peo-
ple. 1If we hiear of a riot we hear also of ¢ paddies”
in connexion with it; if a murder or murders oeeur,
oaths laroe enough 10 smash a pyramid, are heaped
upon their heads: if a native of the ¢ old sod* shonil
happeun to commit a erime, and for that erime by de-
clared guilty by the law of the land, innumerable
anathemas against adopted [rish citizens shake the
heavens from Maine to Florida, from the Dulchmanin
New York to the furthest fly-sheet representing «
semi-civilization among the "Crows. Whils on ihe
othey hand, should these same journals or journalists
announce nuder the head of ¢ Murder,?—¢ Mobocra-
cy,?—¢ Freedom 10 Speech,” or any other of the
hackneyed headings of the day, that a’native was the
guilty party, the ditorial commnents, if any, vsually,
we might say, always make him, if not a saini,
least u Httle sinner. Is this not so, Horatio? Saitis
~but why is it s0? These journals are started by in-
dividuoals for the puarpose of propagating certain opi-
nions ! these opinions ¢ take® with a certain class o
men : these men ascist the enterprise of propagating
those apiniuns, and from less to more, the piovs e
sign thrives, unlil at last, “one establishment® of
large dimeunsions becomes necessary, for the purpos:
of issving a sufficient number of copies 1o satisiy the
appetite of the publie.

This portion of the public, then, that thus sustain
these revilers of the Irish people, sustains them be-
canse they represent its principles, and find with
more expertness than less trained falsifiers the way to
its heart. 8o this portion of the American publicthal
supports these presses is directly opposed 1o everything
Irish—everything foreign to the soil—everyihin
which would advance us in the social scale, or add
to our rights as adopted eitizens, and always ready
with heart and hand to impress upon us a mora thorosgh
ilea of our_unworthiness ta acquire or-hold ¢ equal
privileges.”® That such a class of people of gredt
numerical strength, is spread over tlie ¢ountry no mat
can deny—thal this class endeavors, on every fuvor
able occasion, to live up to its inatinets is also appt-
rent in the ¢ nativist” assemblies of the Rast; thal
this class organizes the outbreaks which have distarb-
ed the peace of communities of late in our citiesi
that it flings the brand, that it excites, that it sap-
poits, that it patrenises this bad feeling in every shape
and manner, all must admit ; and that such a rauncor*
ons spirit as this, and such as this class keeps up: ¥
a curse to the counlry, is self-avident. -

But it is said, by the fonlishly termed ¢ wise
among the ¢ brethren,” that the Frish are planning
the destruction of our institutions—that they conspire




