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TO UL FRIENDS

We talie plewsnre in presenting Tioe Taey
Wiexees this week i o complete new dyes s
frow the culebrated type fomndey of 3

The paper is alse printed on o

Riceard,

aral deoved presges recently o purciie

Que lorge v corsantly increasing jist of

readors will, we are eonfident, be pliased o

ee those cvidences of progress and prospeerity
ire

in Tie Tovs Wrrness, now entering on

thirty =ixdi venrs During all these voars wo
can truthfelly say it his been faithiul o jue
principles and never faltered inits mission,

b devetion to duty s been st gone

pusly  regarded by the  Catholic peo.
gt v whose  iuteresta W i pube
lished,  and to day ita  circulation

is greuter than the combined dssue of all the
other journals of s cluss in the Dominion,
Weasay thisin po-lispurngement of onr estecn:
ed contemypornrics: they are doing good work
and bave var hest wishes for snceess amd long
fife.  We take this oceasion to thank our pa-
trons for their generous supportiand our na.
merons agents for thebr valuable aild in vx.
tending the cireulation of Tog Teer Wir
seEss. While thus expressing our gratitude
for past favors, we would urge all our frienda
to renewed elfort in securing new subseribiers.
aad thus ceable us to add <201 farthor to tie

det

present subseribers endeavor to sccuve one

usefulness of the paper. sach of ouv

new name, and thus erable nz 4o Jwble (us
present list.
——

Ork estowed contemporary, the Cathebie
Inicn and Fimes of Puflalo, has entered on
its thirtrentis year under the most favorable
:'Luspim..q. sts new dress is ncat and hand-
¥ lence of prosperity well desery-
sand genial editor, Rev, Iather
Lo congratulated on giving to

some amd i
Its a
Crounin, is -
Juholic joirialian sueh an excellent pagar

el

1w the nlowoviind Cimes,
——
Pariiamen

vy Food  intended

Tue Irish
wopayment of ancnibers who cannot allord to
‘ for Trelid withont

v for loes ol profestional frcome,

A oservies

give time

oo pains ol
ts growine in favor, and ds being well supe
ported it Trish e fos aand in 1;::111)- of
Lhe United vanber b 000
o be nothlons doing teaands making it »

rundi Wiere seons

SUCCLURK,

Chetemsedl v ———— e

Desertio s in the British army are becom-
nagoquite common, The s were wo less than
3,717 during last yewr, The visineg generation
{ves to inke Kinlly to
sary service s s evidercad by the act that
deserlion prevaleat  almost  exelusively
smang the very yows coldiers,  Of the 3717
cases veported for 1883 ouly 617, o just one-
sixth, were those of men having séen over

nnt :oem mili-

s

three yeurs' service.
e m—rie e e e

Tag Lovd Chanecellor o8 tealand Intely i
dressed lelters to four Ulster magistrtes-—-
Colonel Warirz, D.L, N Willim Miller,
M. AleClintock, and Mr. Blick—severelyre-
primanding those Orange worthies for the
pars they took in prometing the distutbance
in the recent Ovange and National viots ug
Loudonderry, There is censiderable indigna-
tion in Ulster at this snub to the self-styled
syalists, and there is rumor thatthe censured
F e tices of the l'eace will throw up their com-
mirsions in disloyal disgust. It is both sing-
nler and strunge how Oronge loyalty mects
with such little appreciation from the English
Sovernment.

A British Parlinmentary return just issued

shows the number of electors in Great Rritain

upon the register now, in force. The total is
2,660,444 in England and Wales, 331,264 in
Scotland, and 230,156 in Ireland. ‘These
fi jures plainly show the unlairness and

insquality of the existing franchise which |

obtains in the United Kingdom. Ireland
with over a millior: and & half more of a pop-
ulation thar Scotland, has one hundred thou-
sund electors less than her sister islund. Eng-
land, with a population only about five
times as great as Ireland, has over ten times
the number of electors accorded to the latter
country. The four borough constituencies of
Birmingham, Liverpool, Lambeth, and Glas-
gow have some fifteen thousand more electors
than all Ircland put together.

W, pablished in onr issue of hist week a
letter from a relinble correspondent,  who
enters an indiznant protest against the con-
et of the Canadian Pacitie Railway manage-
ment and of the eontractors, in compelling the
La'svers employedl i the  vonstraction  of
the roal to work on the Lonls Day. This
corresporndent says that ** to such an extent
this  svstem of  petty  tyranny
been  pructised, that the * Losses”
instrueted  to discharge  all refused
to comply with such arbitary demands. The

bosses,” or  foremen, doubt, in
strueted by the Governnwnt or contvactor
carrying out that part of the progranmne,
from the fact that i every ense where a poor
fellow refugeid 1o work on Sunday, he was

his
were
whu

weree no

promptiy  dismissell from the works, and
under the necessity of waiting til pay lay
feae 1Y the fucts

as reloted a refomn i cndonbhitedly i onler,

his wages.” e suel
The conntey < onot jnosuch o parey for the
cor’ctoa ol the ot that the lan of tie
S b shoubd emvrweeesarity s inlated ol
e wnd e e Tahips shoutd Be fng osedngaon

the il

———I e D——— < =
A oavening e Nietpeaary Bt cieee cors
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, rabliied o shtement, allegd

ton, Meo Lyneh

T hove ben e by
Pyt ccanne o adebate, awd which retlected
snorabiy vpon e Jevish feljow-citizens.

ielowing are the words whicl ave vogs

put in the womth of

oy S reporter

s Do wentiomen awd ol which the Jows

ok nlnlr.".‘n:_;". = The pr’-n'ilu‘(f

L e panry s searees of revenne night

Sfea el Bmpoverisliod, hat it Jead not

Svescended so Tow dn the seqde of  come
Serdial bonesty as o inedulae
sl dewish tronsactions s this”

Vicse were neither the words nor the senti-
ent of Mro Lynch, bt were the eonvenient
Feniiation of the reporters As some indignan
letrers have been published in the press on
the guestion, and i Mro Lyned’s finpartinlity

fuar-mindedness have heen assailed  on
atrength  of  the  fabvicatior,  the
guontleman look  the paing of
denying  from his the House
having made any such statemnent,  He said
b was roported in the Montread St to

aml
the
honorable

seat in

have made nse of remarks calenlated to
rellecet on el be disvespectful to an ime
portant and 1\;5[)uut.‘l|:lu clement  of
aur population  our Sewish fellow-citizens,
He il not use  the  remarks  in-

putiad to him, amd all who knew him were
aware thit not only did e not ke those
reinarks, but that they were ntterly foreign to
his nature.  He entertained the higheat pes-
sible opinion of sur Jewish fellow citizens, for
whomn he had the warmest vegurd and attee-
tion, and it would pain him excersdingly if any-
thing he might bave said shonld be construed
to reflect upon them.”
— e - @ QP——

Whea the extension of the Franchise Biil
was considered by the House of Commons on
Tuesday, Lord Rundoiph  Churchill, “who
Aaspires to the Conservative leadership, bitterly
reproached the noble pig-heads of his party
for the warrow-mindeduness of their views on
Irelend, Lord Bandolph vefused to follow
itis party fu support of their indecent amend.
ment to exclude Irelud from the operntions
the Dill, lhe fear
of  thee pesult Iri<h
agricatiuead Liborers, and expressed  the hope
that the Conservatives would uot alienate the
goml opinion of the Irish by supportine the
amendment, This common-zense:  stand
Churehill
wild with rage and indignation,
et hy 382 to |
strog hnpression that the reselt onghi to
Kl any attempt on the purt of the Londs o

ol and  sadd had  no

of  enfranchising

of
has set tie decrapit old Torfes
The nmend-

There 1

o~
1y

ment was red

throw out. the  BIE on e grown!
of the  dociasion of  Ireland, Wt in
well  mformed  circles iU is nlmiteed

that the hereditary legishitors have practiod-
Ly mede wp their minds to jgnore the popalar
wiil of the Cotmons and to stegde the smea.
sure from the start, They will citack the Lil
Tois

T

wd Uawhode sl ot as aliveting frelmd.,

neslless topoint out that the (rish
ters ook forwend te whatever Ligpens with

17 the Liberals remain

abaalube indilference

in ol pass the Prcebize Bill, well anad
soumle 0 the Conservatfves  abrvow it
siat,  we'l oand good, toor for the Trish

o willh o then have a phalanx

of at leost seveuty-five nen s ang o sach g
phalanx can commund #ts terms from o Cone
servative jusb as from a Libomal Govermnent.
It spealks well for the sagueity of Lhe lacties
of the Irish pacty, that they are nowina
the
vicissitwdes of  Faglish politics, and  that
they alone of all the parties in Parclianent
have a fature abont which there is no unper-
tainty. hut everything absolietely socure,

——— i o Ll e

postion to he absolutelv indavandent of

Ovy esteemed contomporary, ho l.)ui!;
IWitness, from time to time, gives vent to soe
very yueer things about Catholics,  Thas, for
instance, in yesterday's issue, it tells its un-
sophisticated renders thata ** schisin is rapidly
developing in the Roman Catholie Charelr of
this Province, for which the Ultramoniancs
may  thank - themsclves exclusively,” It
must be & queer schism thnot can neither
e felt nor seen. The only schism that
exists is in the feverish brain of owr deluded
eontemperary, with whom the wislh is fubher

to the thought. Aiter making this false state-
" ment, the Witness produdes the following
labored absurdities; they are so comically
" ludicrous that we quotg them in full -~
¢"The mass of the people have heen anxions-
ly trying to bring their. Romish profession, if
1ot into harmony, at least into possible co-ex-
istence with the ideas which the ordinary in-
t:lligence of the age forces upon them. They
wish to carry on o free, popular government,
tovend current literature, to develop commerce
and still be *Cutholics.” If the Jesuit preas
would let them alone, they might go on try-
ing this incongruous experiment for  century
or twn. But by the truly religious no such
experbments are to be ullowed.  Every
newspaper writer that dares aeguaint hine-
galf with listory or take unote of science, or
who favors religious toleration, is to h_c sil-
ply hownded out of the church along with ali
wiw agree with him.  This is undoubtedly o
noble work, this munumission of anwilling
thyadls, aml it bLids fair o go on rapidly.
tiom] Catholies, on the other hand, Fifay dis-
port therselves between the Messe nnd the
Kerniesse and the venerztion of St Louis,
bt they wust not have anything to do with
those who study the seerets of nutnre ad
who are displaying to o vwondering world the
womlerful works of God,”

Aun intellizent or fair-minded man wonld
$ o areely bediove that a paper refigiously and
i t anperately inelined eould fabricote such false
"anl intemperate statunents unless he siw
caond e hems but thore they are in black
azedl whitte, pove sl windnlterdted from the

coltants of  the pious  jourial. Tt tales
a  wreat brin and a bix o houd  to
avivinate  the  iden that  the  Catholic

preophe ave anxionsly trying to Dring their
© Pamish T profession, if not into harmony, at
lenst into possibile co-endstence with souwetiing

ar oUper. Saeh artant noisense i=svidom met

witl ont=ide of fnane asyluas It ods o
<iele awd plaval  out conteaticn the
jart ot unoramise o or Dy o that

Catholician is antugonistic to froe snd popudar

!
covernwent, commer. e and educationg wid
the Witwss degrades itell in ilannting the
Jdirty cubleny of ligotey and prepudice. Our
conteraparary bears Dhe fabsest of testimony amd
pravtizcs the et amd wmest contempt b
deeeption on its reanders when it says that no
newspaper writer dars avouaind himsei with
history, or fake note of science or fovor
religious toleration, without being houmlbed
ont of the Chnreh along with all wln agrec
with him,  This is lying, not so neelowith oo
vongeanee as with As to the
offensive bagunge contained in the WWitaess
article, we lawve nothing for it hut supreme
We are only interested in cor-

HICANILeSS,

contempt.
recting its false statements ancl its mixinter

pretation of facts

THE INDEPENDENT PRESS

There seems to be at present an epidemis
extending from Niagara to Ottawa of journals
professing independent  views and eutting
away from party lines.  The latest comets in
the journalistic firmament ave the FKrho,
of Niagara, and the Swn, of  Ottawa,
The latter, edited by Mr Careol Ryan, one
of the most pungent und forcible writers in
Cinada, comes out in its fiest issue like
Minerva from- the front of Jove, perfect in
matter and meke up. It is n very Mindsome
sheet, awl under the management of Mr.
Carrol Ryan, will $ill a place in Cunadian
journalism that has heretofore been void. The
talent to edit a spicy brilliant paper on high
pressure Americanpriveiples, isnotfoundinany
very alarming abundance amony those fossil-
ised specimens of digniticd dullness, miz-
uamed journals, in this Canada of surs; but as
My, Hynn possessen a strong personal magnet-
jsin that gathers around him wmen of orjgi-
nality and nbility, he will undoubtedly have
a brilliant stafl that will give his venture
a more than leadd reputation. In s salu-
tetory to the public ho defines’ his position
as  Dbeing  independent  of party, making
the statement that * Dlind devotion to party,
and the fivege struggles of factions, which
have alternately bullied and bribed theiv way
fo place aand power, too long have sapped the
rorad stremcth and debased the maenhood af
owr people.”  He believes in neither party,
but does not think that both hive reachel o
finad stige of Aotal depravity as their re-
speetive organs represent, and he thinks that
public men and public aflairs can be disenssed
with candour aml withont acrimony.  Hein-
temls to b ahreast of the times, taking for
his motto, > He only lives truly wha lives in
the spivit of the times, anliwoves forward ws

it moves,”
Me Carvol Fyaan can put more concenteas -
Jinio siallor eompass than any writer on

ths continent, and possesses all the qualitics
of & Libouehere, Panl de Cossagice and
Rochefort, and woe betide the npholilers of
The

reotes outan rose tinted paper

wrongs which he sets about to reform.

Erehool Niaz
and asstines o e an dwpartiel udge wmd
critic, following with watehiful eve the polities
atd movements of the two great partios which
at presot declide the politieel allegianee of
I aspires o he the
advocate pnd exponent of o Lnerfal Federn
{a follwing this palitice] Witl o the
be natuslly

the people of  Canauda,

tion.™
Wirp, ™" its constitueney apuct
lintted, as this dden b coniined to w fow on-
thisiacts who fney thot eolunics, ke crals,

o hackward, and festel of each deaade
maling thew more inderendent arol seif-veli
ant, it would, aceording o thelr dovtrine,

vlvoem]

but rivet the chains of depembiney &
R SRRV 3!
tuis cowdone e rose venture 34 to feed, its Juys
of publivition with nop be long in the Tand,
and like unte the ass that sniifetl the west
wind, the inference is that it will anift the
wind of Tuperial Paderation a precions long
time hefore it grows fat by the lopc:ml;im‘-.
i e - AT e~ - -
LAND-GRABBERS 1IN AMERICA.
The avistoeratic aml landlord class in Gread
Britain, l'L'.giLi'(lil-\;_: their deom as neither fin-
probable nor remote, an®t wking o keen look
into futurity, have for some time pust Leen
quictly absorbing the fair fields and virgin
forests of the new world.  Millious of acres
have heen purchesed by these forcign lords at
immigrant prices, and are hell not for the
weve pride of possession, but in the enleula.

Lo b patmlim which

tion of profifa. Theae vast tracts of laud are
let out to people who are willing to become
tenanta. According to an authority on
the 'subject the temant system prevails
to snch an extent that there are now two hun-
dred thousand miore tenant farms in the United
States than in Great Britain. The system of
free grants has heen systematically ubused on
an astounding scale. , It is not the hardy i1a-
migrant, but the rich capitalist that tiis free
land falls to. The evils of this arcangerusut
have fortunntely declared themselves in good
time, und vigorous action is alrendy Leing
taken to compel the United Stutes Govern-
ment and Congress to take proper muasures to
disappoint the designs of the lund-grabbers
and avert the calamities that follow in their

wike. Congressman  MeAdoo,  of New
Jersey, aml  Senator  Van Wyck  have

taken the initiative of prevention —the former
introducing a bill absolutely prohibiting the
sale of federal Tands to foreigners, and the lut-
ter o nweasure restricting the ownersiiy o,

Amcrican tand by forcigners to 640 acres. Al
first sight, the Congressian’s blea would

seem to the impulsive to be the most elive
tive ; but on due consideracion it will he seen
to be ton extreme and would act as o two.
edged sward, striking at friend and foe alilke,

It would forn an anheardhle obstacle in
the  way of bohiwaie  etfort for inde-
pendence by deservineg imndgrants. it
woull  force the  foreign settlor of any

nationality to remain for any number of
years a hewer of wood and a drawer of water,
when he might at onee vise to the dignity of
an ocenpier wml enitivator. with profic e
himself and Srate. On the
oliter hand, Sennier Vau Wyeks mensun
Fhe uitation to

henehit foe the
meats all the ditdesies.
B acres would e cadichent for all proe -
It wer fd tebin the e
ulid keop out e

cal pirposes,
cultivator

St d hneloed,

aned 01

ades

beve wortld b 1o

ment, in s et g, for slnie ov
~oives wnd their Luhaly

It Y
By this

VTR
o encthe free soil of Dinlorien
aredhesdore nonld te o slavation of the
, '
{

forcign Dlassoi

o ficwen

i

Pone bre eanored, add L To!

of abien lnndlordise wouhl be fogeed to witior

1.

M v
These land-gra?i

and decns,
so attlacions aud =0 epboldened by the ease
with which they were allowed to carvy o
their depredations, that they have actually
enclosed millions upon millicns of acres with-
out the shidow of fegal title, caring nothing
for the obstruction of public travel anl inter-
Commenting on this state of things
-+ Nome of these

conrse,
the Christian Lnion says:
Csquatters” are welthy corporttions, seve
ral  of them foreign  corporations,
The Arkansas Valley Catde Company have
thus fenced in a million acres; the Prairie
Cattle Compuny o (Sceteh) upwards of a
million acres,  Amonyg the absentee landlords
who luve thus taken possession of our public
damain s one Margquiz, o Kunsas centire
couunties are reported to be fenced in. In
Wymning one hundiwl and twenty-five cor-
purations are nunthered among the intruders.
Neither township nor county lines, neither
private rights nor post roads, ave regarded by
those wealthy  and powerful  *squatters.’
Men whose previous settlement interferes
with these unauthorized cnclosures are theeat.
cnerl with * boyeotting ® if they interfere.
Post-coaches wre turned miles out of their
wity, or obliged to open and close gates put
across the public highway with no more color
ot right than could be claimed hy the builders
of a barricide in w city street.  From fencing
in grazing lamd these trespassing landlords
huve gone on to take possession of timber
linads and cut the timber, und of agricultural
wanas for cultivation.  Bzne fle settlers abe
shut ont: and., with an impudence which
fairly takes enc’s breath away, these tres-
passers forlid trespussing with such notices
uk ' The -~ «= who opens this fence had bet-
ter took ent for his sealp.'”

Evidently the land question i vipe in the
neighboring repttblic, sl the time has come
for speady aud suriest actionto pit an end to
the aluse by which alicn lords amd capitalists
gobble up American liind withoul Hmit.

HAYH

- ————~ - R -
SIR RICHARD AND CANADIAN INDE-
PENDENCE.

Canaca hag just taken ancther step to-
wards independence. A mass meeting of the
citizens of Toronto was eulled by the leaders of
the Liberal party to discuss the pullic adinipis-
tration nud the general potitieal standing of
the Doniinion, The meeting was lugely at-
tendel and great enthesinsm wacked the pro;
The speiker of the vccasion was
s spoech wasn

ceedings,
Niv Richard Cartwricht,
masterpicee of political criticism of the ad-
ministration of Canadian affaivs from an oppo.
sition puint of view. Tt was comprehensive,
well thonght oub and well slelivered. "This
eflort of Richard is destined to mark
anooera in the histery of the Libewal
party  and. we ey say, of the Dominion.
Among the distinguizhed wed prominent men
in pubiic life in Outario,but move particularly
amiony the titled servants of the crown, Siv
he tirst Lo
anfurl the flag of lodependence awml assert
Canadic’s vight  and
national sovercignty.
evbleave that e s o close observer of the
tovements and progress of politien] thought
i Lile oy, and thae he s neither unwit-
ling nor fearful to lead it to its proper aml
tinel venlization. It is buga short time ago
that no public man or paper could Lroach
the suestion of independenve without being
bovilud down by an obseguious press el
trcated as o person “*disloyal” to the Queen
wd o tradtor to Canada,  There arve no doult
it few ol fossilized Tories still inclined to
howl awd rage: bnt there is no longer any
tevror in their howling, nor any puteney in
their rage.  The future of Canada can now Lo
fearlessly and honestly discussed. There is
uo hawrm in such discussion, but much good.
Most men with any enlightenment and can-
dour must ndmit that our present relations to
Downing Street are not destined to be main-

Nir

Nichard has the honor of being

readiness to
Sir Richard hay given

HEE8 T

I

tninad 40 the end of time, nov even to the end

hive ill'(i\ll!'\:.

 of the century. We h&va got t_o'ma‘ke up our 1

‘minds o puss from the colonial state to some-
thing higher sooner or later. Those who
will contend that we should remain a
mere oolony, have a rather narrow con-
ception of our duties and our aspirations
as an intelligent and a8 & free people, and of
our possibilitict ua & growing country, rich
and prosperous.  The opinion is fust prevail-
ing that the present system of colonial tute.
laze must givo way to independence.  In the
grewth and development of this sentiment
did Sir Riebard Cartwright find the inspira-
tion for his Toronto speech, and the
rule {or his future political gnidance. Exam-
ining our situutidn, inn ity various aspects, he
peinted out that Canada Las one of three
rondds to travel-—annexation, Imperial federa-
tion, or independence. Sir Richard did not en-
tortain any idea of Cannda remaining a simple
colony ; he discarded it as unworlhy of con-
sidceation.  But as to the otlier three politi-
cul gouls, he spoke in plain and emphatic
ternis.
Astoaunnexation,SirRichard declared himself
In his eyes such o combi-
nation would be an ignominions  surren.
der of our individuality and nationality.
It woull be anc form of national suicide.
How ever great the people of the United States
and Lowevor excellent their institutions, there
is enough vitality and strength in Canada to
ensure iere than the mere merging of our
national wxistence in that of the American
Repuilic. T am not in favor,” sabd Nirv Rieh-
and, even if [were better convineed than Law,
that it would be for our material wdvantage
of burtering our birthright for a moess of pot-
gee. Whatever the history of the United
Wates may be it is one which we have no part
ieve it is true of uations as it is
that neitier men nor nations

strongly opposed.

iy and 1 be

iy :
live by Lread alone, nor by mere material con-

sidoetionss and  therefore, though T oean-

ore the fact that there are among
ts weine who, under the pressure ol nris-
Lortuoe, may cdesire o acek that  ore
gy Iocan only sy that T should

regaad it os a distinet awering of vur posi-
tiva, as much so asd 10 one of you owning a
skl fierm were to seil it to a richer neighber
and agree o become a tenant of the land
which you formerly held amd controlled.” As
to the scheme of Imperial federation, Nir

Yichard,  although  considering it to
e deserving of  eonsideration, did
not  think it practical  but  found
many  ohatacles  in its way, aml  that

would make it very slitficult of ever being
carried out.  Neither of these plans being pos-
sible, Sir Richard, amid tremendous cheering
and wild eathusinsm, declured that we might
as well at once begin to turn our attention to
the task of preparing oursclves {or the duties
of independence.

S There can be no sdoubt whatever,” he
said, ““that as we grow and our country he-
comes mory consolidated, our people will
naturally aspire to n more independent form
of existence than we now have:” and ** for
myself,” Sic Richard added, I luve begun
to think that this isx .« question which wmay
well be faced and may well be discussed.”

This patriotic uticrance of the Knight of
Napanee will find s responsive echo in the
heart of the Cunadian people, It is the safest
plank that uny politieal party could incorpor-
ate into their platfornl. By right of initiation
it belongs to the Liberals; but if the party. as
i whole, hesitate or deley  to wlopt it, they
will eternally regret their timid hesitancy and
procrastination. Sir  John  will  hoist
the standard of independence before they know
it, just as he did the flag of the National
Policy, when he was not afpail to pracluim
from every housetop and husting, “If the
N. P will hurt Eungland, why, so much the
connection, but we must

worse for British
Il out for Canada first, last, and always.”
As it was then so will it he again,

lowing table, giving the amount of grain
carried over both water and rail for the past
tive years:— .

BY WATER. BY RAIL,
Bushels. p.c. | Bushels. p.c.| Total.
1870. 1 16,326,040 | 93 | 1,143,431 | 7| 17,500,371
1880. j 19,347,088 06| 761,715 | 4| 20,108,753
1881. | 12,619,606 | 831 2,553,171 ) 17 | 15,172,777
1882, | 0,684,362 | 92| 833,552] 8] 10,517,914
1883. | 10,074,375 | 90 { 1,159,144 | 10| 11,233,519

These figures muke it clear that the rail-
wuys snter for very little into the question of
the present collapse of the grain carrying
trade of the country.

Freight is not proud and will always travel
Ly the cheapest routes, wivl nothing can be
much cheaper than free waterways,  If fro.
dom from tolls were added to the other ad-
vantages of our Canadian  waterwuvs,
western freight  weuld drresistibly  he ‘di<
recteld towards them.  Tn an interview wib,
Captain  Gaskin, agent of the Montren
Transportation  Company, Sir Jobn M.
donald expressed a fear that if the abolition
of the tolls it wonli
lead to nothing, as the steanships wonld .

were  granted
erease their ocenn vates us they did when the
cintal tolls were reduced hefore, by which
action on their part the effeet of the reducdtion
We don't think that e
steamship  companies would e auilty of
sueh suicidal policy again,  The tolls ape to
he abolished more for their henefit than for

was  destroyed,

that of ;uw‘ln(nly else, and if tlh')’ are pedy to
annul the effect of the abolition, why so m.m-h
the worse for themselves. In :m.\'. witse, the
tiovernment might provide against any jn-
erease in steamship rites consequent oy the
abolition of canad tolls.  There is, howover,
bat little fenr of the companies repeating their
ervar in this regard, for, as Captain Guskin
pointul  aut,  there too
ship  competition at present to
of such steps heing repeated, T Giis ain
tion for free canals it must not be consbiered
that Montreal alone is interested.
mueh

is minch st

Tl qries

tion iz one  of wider fmputtinee and
significance, awld it ix one of national mose
than  local  futerest, Muntreal
will  not  sulfer  from 2
or extibetion of the grain trade, bot the whiole
country along the St. Lawrenee route. The
following incident will be proof suflicieut o)
this contention.  Yenterday afternoon a e
putation of the citizens of Kingston waited
upon the Premier previous to his depurrure
for the capital and luid before him their posi
tion ax atlected Ly the present stagmation, or
rather blockade, in the grain trade.  They
discussed the question from a loeal staund-
point, stating that about 10,000 vessels vis-
ited the city annually : that they caused o
be spent about half o million dollars ; that
a large number of people depended for a
living upon the
that if the tolls were not tuken oft vessela
would not come to this port: that the for-
warding companies would have to lay up their
boats, and that these results would be disas-
trous. It is clear from this that the country
at large iy interested in having free canals --n
frec route through Canadian territory to
the Atlantic.  The Government should
neither hesitute nor delay in grantirg it.

ilx‘l“('

decivden o

forwarding  compauios ;

THE ONTARIO MUTUAL LIFE ASSUR
ANCIH COMPANY,

We invite the attention of our veaders toa
perusal of the fourteenth annual statement of
the Ontario Mutual Life, which we publish
this week, and from which all well-wish-
ers of this popular Company will be pleased
to leara $hat another year's prospérnts busi-
nuss hos been experienced, notwithstanding

the depression which  existed  in
most  branches  of  tmde  during  the

Company's fiscul yenr, ending Dec. Jlst. 1883,

It will be observed that the nutgber of
policies now in faree is 3.241, covering axsur

e

FREK CANALS AND THE GRAIN
TRADIE.

Free Canaly ars Mie necossity of the hour,
and the sooner the Pominion Government
returns a favormble answer t2 the petition of
the Montreal Board of Trude and the Corn
Kxchange for the abolition of tolls on our
artiticial waterways, the better for the husi-
ness interests of the country.  Siv Jaluy AL
Macdonald cvilently is not fully alive to the
facts of the sibuation, or e wonld by mwre in
haste to lay the question before his Cubincet
amd led them settle it at onece. Phe whole
curying trade of the Dominion is going to
the dogs.  Nir Johivdoes net cecm torealize it.
He does not sce our steamsiip compunivs
mrking preparations to send their steamers o
Philadelphia, others 46 New York, amd more
of them to the dvy docks, il owing to the
dulluess of trade and the want of freight

Bestdes the larger i

almay bur caals,
vessels, there are numerous ngs anl burges
Lring idle for the same reason--nothing for |
tncm to do or tocarry.  Sinee theabolition of
ihe tollr on the American canols anel the in-
anguration of cheap rates on the rajlways,
Cunnda has not only heen wnablc to eomnpete,
but it has lost aboud #fly per cent, of its
griin teade to the United States.  Ten years
ago more flonr passel over Cenadian routes
in one sewson than will now be carried in
two.  In 1873 the aggregute cexports of
grainanel flonr over the St Lawrence ronte
waa 17,560,570 bushels, while last year they
were only 11,079,293, From present indiea-
tivns these figures will be almost diminished
by half for 188t This is not very promising.
The statistizs show, on the other hand, that
the increase in the exports from Awcrican
ports, during the same period of ten yeurs,
ran from 71,0M3,879 bushels in 1673 to 133,-
403,470bushelsin 1883, Butitwillleadvanced
that genin does not depend upon the cannls
forchenp transportation but upon the railways,
aml that consequently the maintenance or
the aholition of the tolls could not effect any
materiel change in the amount of freight to
pass over Canedinn voutes. That such is not

the cnse may be casily glee;.ned from the fol-

ance to the wmount of 86.5752,719.71, and that,
after making provision for all liahilities in
the Actuaries’ table of mortality, wud 4 per
vent. interest -a standwd higher, we believe,
than that of auy other Canadian company.
here remains a net surplus to the credit of
its  policy-holders, of no less a sum than
43,761,905

The growth of thisz company from its e
tablishment in 1870 up to the present tme
has been of the most satisfuctory character,
showing that its affairs have been unifornly
combeted with the grentest pradence and
ceonamy, while its management has been, at
all times, marked by a degree of vigor and
progressiveness, which has not only descrved,
but commanded suecesy, alike ereditabic to
its founders, its boawrd of  directors, ita
oliicers, el its statl of agents, ‘

Starting without any eajital ond deponting
on the exeellence of its plans alone, the com-
puny has, within the compavatively  bricd
period of fonrteen years. attained dimensions
which entitle it to toke its place wonny the
best, lugest, and most snccessful life com-
panies of Canada; aud this is due, ina great
weasure, to the promptitude with which the
compuny has always padd its death Josses on
the completionof the clwimn papers, and without
availing itself, in any case, since its orginiz-
tion, of the sixty or ninety days of grive
which most companies take in the settlement
of thelr lusses. We have much pleasure in
reconumending The Onturio Mutual Life as o
company  thovoughly  honest, financially
sound, lionorable in its dealings, and every
wiy worthy of the patronage of intendiog
insurers.

THE BIRTH-RATE O THE DOMINION.

Tug most interosting chapter in the second
volume of the Dowminion census for 1881,
which has heen issued only quite recently, is
undoubtedly that which deals with the birth
‘ate among our divorsified and scattered pop-
ulation. The statistics of the natural increase
of tho Cnnadinn people are based on the
roturns obtained for the twelve months ending
April 1st, 1881, They ure in the main satis-
fuctory und promising, giving Canada a me-
dium place between the heaviest and lightest-




