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TEOLESIASFICAL CALENDAR.
DECEMBER—1873.

Friday, 12—Fast. Of the Octave.

Saturday, 13—St. Lucy, V.

Sunday, 14—Third in Advent.

Moudny, 15-—~Octave of the Immaculate Concep-
tion,

Tuesday, 16—5t. Busebius, B. M. .

Wedneaday, 17—Ember Day, Of the Feria.

Thursday, 18—Expectation of the B. V. M.

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The Cubans are far frem being satisfied
with the manner in which their mother coun-
try proposes to settie the Virginius affuir with
the United States, They are talking boldly to
tho effect that they will mot give the steamer
up, and dare the United States to fight. This
‘bellicose disposition will however we expcet
soon pass away, when they find that Spain will
not back them. Te the United States gov-
crnment credit for moderation, combined with
a due sense of the national dignity, in the man-
agement of thjs dificult affair must be award-
ed ; but if war be forced upon them by Cuban
obstinacy, the result of the fight cunuet be
doubtful, Should Spain find herself unable
to compel her refractory Provineials to fulfi]
the terms of the late arrangement, she will mo-
tify the United States of the fuct, and thus au-
thorise the armed interference of the latter.—
The bombardment of Cartagena has failed in
reducing the place; a siege in regular form is
now to be instituted which may prove a long
and costly affairfor the §pnniard as all history
shows knows how to make a stubborn resist-

ance.
The cmigration movement in Germany is

provoking the jealousy of the goverament, and
emigration agents, not native or maturalised
subjects of the Kmpire, are threatened with
banishment. Should the movement continue
it is probable that more stringent measures will
be resorted to.

He would be a bold man who should venture
to dogmatise as to what form of government
will be adopted in France. 1In that country of
startling political changes, everything is possi-
ble, und all that with any degree of certainty
can be predicted is—that that which is cannot
long be. The frict_lds oflegitimate monarchy have
not abandoned all hopes of a restoration, though
even the warmest friends of Henry V. must
admit tkat his prospects at prescut are not
bright. The Bazaine Court Martial drags its
slow length aleng, leaviag its slime upon
every body and cvery thing with which it
comes in contact, It divulges such a state of
undiscipline in the French army, of insubor-
dination and neglect of duty on the part of in-
ferior officers, and of incredible indifference, on
the part of the very highest, that the victories
of the Germans cease to astonish, Dispatches
of highest importance, on which the fate of tho
country depeaded, were sometimes suppressed
by those whose duty it was to forward them,
sometimes cast aside as wasto paper by those to
whom they were addressed, as not deserving of
notice. Marshal Bazaine was perhaps nos
worse than others; but still the fact remaing
that he, a Marshal of France 2t the head of an
army of 170,000 men laid down his arms.—
This disgrace must be expiated, and some one
must be the victim,

At tho time of writing we arc withont fur-
ther information from the Gold Coast,

A correspondent calls our attention to a
passage in a sermon reported in the Montreal
Gazette, 2s having been delivered on St. An-
drew's day by a Protestant minister, to the
effect that the Culdies or primitive christiansg
of Scotland were, in matters of dogma and of
church government, identical with the present
Preshyterians of Scotland whe hold to the West-
minster confession of faith. The following is

-the passage alluded $o:—

Columba, an Irishman, was the first to evangelize
Scotland. Perhaps ho was bimself tho fruit of St
Patrick’s preaching, for St. Patrick was a Scot, who
more than 100. years hefore (A D 432) had gone over
as a missionary to the Irish. Columba's converts
ware called Culdies. In Tona he founded a Seminary,
where he taught his disciples the Holy Scriptures, to
the s{udy of which he was himself devetedly at.

tached. He then sent them forth to preach in every

direction. Their form of government was essontially

Presbyterian, they had .
NO FELLOWSHIP WITI THE CHURCE OF ROMB.

They rejected auricular confession, penance, absolu-
tion ; knew nothing of baptismal regeneration or the
right of confirmation; opposed the doctrine of the
real presence, the worship of saints and images ; the
celibacy of the olergy, and works of supererogation.
Holding such views they made a determined stand
against the encroachments of the Papal See. They
suffered persecution, and not until after & long and
heroic struggle were they overcome, In the 12th
coztury, when William the Lion was on the ‘Throne
of Scotland, the Pope sent bim, through his Legate,
a sword, the sheath and lilt of the sword set with
preéious stones, with a hat or diadem, calling him
u Defender of the Church,” and so he proved to be,
but not cxactly after the mind of His Holiness. The
pious King was not to be taken with such a gift.
Principle to him was worth
MORE THAN PRECIOUS JEWELS,

and he would neither soll his country nor his God
for gold. The design of the Papal Court, it seems,
was to secure the vacant See of St. Andrew’s for onc
of its adberants; William the Lion gave it to his own
chaplain, we believe, one of these Culdie Christians.

The religion introduced into Scotland by St.
Columban was that taught by St. Patrick; the
religion taught by St. Patrick was that held by
the Pope St. Celestine, who commissioned St.
Patrick ; and as things which are equal to the
same are also equal to ome anothers—o the
religion wherewith Scotland was ovangelised
by St. Celumban was the same as that of St.
Celestine the Pope or « Man of Sin.”

With regard to the Culdies being, in form ot
Church Government, Presbyterians, that is pro-
testant against Episcopacy ; and in dogma Pro-
testants also of the present Scotch orthodox
type, a very few words will suffice; indeed the
absurd assertion carries with it its own refuta-
tion, ,

Tor the preacher himself tells us that the
pious king William the Lion appointed, con-
trary to the wishes of the Iloly See, «“/Ais owon
chaplain” we belicve, one of these Culdee
Christians to the vacant Sec of' St. Andrew’s;
This if true shows three things. Iirst that the
form of church government in Scotland was
Iipiscopal in the days of William the Lion,
sccondly that the Guldees themselves acecpted
that form of Church Government, and took
part in it ; thirdly that some of them at least
wore tainted with black lirastianism, since they
accepted spiritual offices and eoclesiastical
dignities at the hands of the secular power.—
That reverend proacher in his anxicty to purge
his clients, the Primitive Christians of Seot-
land, of the suspicion of Romanism has con-
victed them of Erastianism,

Next with regard to doctrine; the very words
of the preacher again convict him of error,—
The Culdeas, the Primitive Christians of Scot-
land, as he pretended, rejected all the character-
istic doctrines of modern Romanism—amongst
others ¢ celibacy” of the clergy, But the dis-
ciples of St. Columban were *monks,” and
therefore as tho word implies eelibates, living
together im community, in monasterigs, and
subject to peouliar rules as all monks are at
the present day, Their monastic government
was of course republican or Presbyterian ;
since the Superior or Abbot of a community is
but a simple priest, primus inter pares; one of
the monks clected by his brethren to discharge
certain duties for a certain period, but in point

‘of Order, enly the cqual of those over whom

he bearsrule.  In this senso only the Culdie
monks—¢ Presbyterian monks” the preacher
styled them,—were as all monks of to-day are,
Presbyterians,

It is clear that the Primitive Christians of
Scotland held the same views with regard to
celibacy as do Romaaists of to-day. They
regarded it not as a state of life enjoined on
all men; not as necessary to salvation; but as
a state of life higher than the married state,
because the state chosen for Himself by Christ,
and therefore the state of life which best be-
eomes thosc who in a special manner devote
themselves to His service.

But—Romanism whether true or false—is a
strictly logical or coherent system ; all its parts
arerelated and inter-dependent. As by the study
of a single bone the comparative anatomist can
reconstruct for us the entiro animal of whose
organism it once formed part, so, given any one
of the peculiar doctrines of Romanism, we may
safely predicate the prescace of many ethers.
The celibacy of the clergy connotes therefore
the presence of several other peculiar Romish
doctrines; viz., the doctrine of a sacrificing
priest; of a precious host or victim ; of a real
presence more glorious than that which of old
filled the tabernacle with glery, Indeed in
nothing were the Reformers more consistent
than in rejecting celibacy for their ministers,
and in deprecating the monastic life, since these
are of the very essence of Romanism,

From the very words of the preacher it is
therefore proven—1st. that their clergy were
celibates, and held therefore all those peculiar
doctrines which that state of life implies.

The history of Scotland is, as Dr, Robertson
points out, very obscure in tho early days of
Christianity ; "but this we know, that the
Scetch monks were in communion with those of
Ireland, who again were celebrated over all
Europe for their learning and piety. We copy
from the Protestant historian Neander treating

of the state of Christianity in the 7th and Sth

centuries:—Vol. 5, p. 210, Bohn'’s Edition.

 Far renowned were the masters from Bcotland
(magistri e Scotia] who travelled not only to Eng}ud
but to France and Germany, and taught various
branches of knowledge.”

Now we know with certainty that in the Tth
and 8th centurics all the peculiar doctrines of
Romanism were held all over Christian conti-
nental Europe; but if the religious doctrines of
the Scotch Monks had in any important particu.
lar differed from those held in France, in Ger-
many, and in England, they would hardly have
been held in high esteem as “magisers ;” and
some traces of the controversies, to which their
rejection of the characteristic tenets of Roman-
ism must assuredly have given rise, would be
met with in the writings both of their contem-
poraries, and of later historians, Nothing of
the kind is to be met with; the «magistri ¢
Scotia” in their religious teashings it must
therefore be assumed, impugned the truth of
no dectrines held in France, Germany, or ether
Continental countries to which they pene-
trated; and as in all these, in the 7th and 8th
centuries, the characteristic dectrines of modern
Romanism were held, so we may logically con-
clude that they were alse held and taught in
the country from whence the ¢ far renewncd”
magistri went forth to found schoels, preach
the Gospel, and teach * various bramches of
koowledge.” In these days Scotland and Con-
tinental Europe were ene in faith; and what-
ever clouds may hang over and obscure the his-
tory of the first, no sush doubts exist, as to
the faith of the more Southern parts of Chris-
tendom, no such clouds obscure their Listory,

ProtEsTANT PROGRESS.—From Diverce to
Polygamy is not a very loog step; and whe-
ther that step shall be taken in Protestant king-
land is now being gravely discussed in the Lon-
don Saturday Review, a journal that spesks
the sentiments of a large portion of the noa.
Catholic British world. Inglish socicty, so
argues the Safurday Review, is overstocked
with uamarried women, for whom it is impos-
sible to find remunerative employment, and for
whom in the actual state of society marriage i3
impossible; for now-a-days only the very rich
can afford to marry, Under these circum-
stances says the Review, thoughts are seriously
entertained of introducing polyzamy as a re-
medy for the cvils which the cxistence and
rapid increase of such a large mass of wnmar-
ricd females necessarily entail ; and it is
amongst the women themselves, so we learn
from the same paper, that the suggestion finds
greatest favor. To this fact the Review atbri-
butes the enthusiasm with whoich on his late
visit to England the Shah, the rcpresentative
par excellence of the pelygamous principle, was
received, especially by the wonien,

That the tendency of the age is to return to
the principles, political, social, and religious that
generally obtained before the coming of Christ,
is obvious,and is generally admitted, Qutside of
the Papal Church there is nothing capable of
arrcsting this tendency, or progress towards
paganism, It is increasing in strength daily,
and manifests itself everywhere. Germany for
the moment takes the lead, but in the tone of
tho Protestant press of Eungland it is plaicly
discernible. The idea of the existence on earth
of a power over and above the State, of a spi-
ritual authority which by the very fact of its
existence limits the secular, is denounced in the
strongest language, and most emphatic terms,
as blasphemy againgt Cwesar. The State in
the regenerated world is to be all in all, and
will swallow up the Church; for the State or
“ people-God”” is a jealous divinity that will
brook no rival, and will accept no divided alle-
giance, Already it is loudly proclaimed that
the union of the sexes is a matter te be ar-
rapnged by the State; that the unions which it
sanctions arc, in virtue of that sanctien, valid
marriages; that to it i short belongs the right
of determining all the conditions of man’s so-
cial cxistence. Should, therefore, the feeling
in favor of polygamy which already exists in
England continue to increase amongst the peo-
ple, there is outside of the Catholic Church no
power capable of opposing it, or of preventing
its introduction smongst the wealthier classes
of society. A people that can tolerate the
anti-Christian system of divoroe now legalised
in England, would but make themselves the
laughing stock of the world for their inconsist-
ency and hypoerisy were they to raise moral
objections to polygamy. On political, or cco-
nomical grounds they might of eourse resist its
introduction; but the right te urge a plea of
immorality against it, they, and all other non-
Qatholic communities have for ever waived.—
The Suturday Review has therefore better rea.*
sons than at first sight may appear, for be-
lieving that polygamy may ere long be openly
practised in England ; unless indeed it should
by the grace of God be brought back to the
Catholic Church, the only institution that is
capable of upholding the law of God, “one
with one, and forever.”

'The Echo de Levis sayaﬁat the ladies of the Urse-

the sisters of their order in Rome who have been
banished from their convent by order of the Itallan

Government, They have not yet reccived an an-
waer, :

1

line Convent of this city have offered hospitality to-

Swvkive oF TEE SS. ViLLE pu Haves.
—Auother steamboat acoident, attended with
sad loss of life happened to the Steamer Ville
du Havre. From the published accounts we
gather that she was run inte by a sailing ship,
the Loch Earn, and suffered so.severely from
the collision that in a few minutes she began to
sink. Some of the passengers and crew got
into the boats when, unfortunately, the main
and mizzen masts went by the board, and fall.
ing athwart the boats crushed them, and killed
those who were on board, In the meantime
the Loch Earn had forged a-head a considera-
ble distance, and was nearly a mile off before
she could round to, and get her boats out.—
These however to the number of four were at
last lowered, and proceeding to the spot where
the wreck had occurred, they succeeded in res-
cuing a few of those who had not gone down
in the ill-fated vessel. These were taken on
board the Lock Earn and most kindly treated;
but the accommedation being very small, the
offer of a United States ship the Trimountain
to take some of them on board was gladly ac-
copted.

There will be a strict enquiry no doubt as
to the cause of the disaster by which about 226
persons perished. There must have been gross
negligence somewhere, for had a good look out
been kept the collision could not have eccurred,
if the steamer was showing her lights. The
weather was clear, tho breeze moderate, and the
sea not runoing very high, as is evident from
the fact that the LZock Earn’s boats were able
to rescue so many of the people of the wrecked
steamer, some 56 in all,

CoxversioNs IN INDIA.—There are from

time to time conversions in India, but they are
the wrong way. We see for instance in the
London Z'imes the report of a well autheatic-
ated case of' conversion, but unfortunately for
Exeter Hall it is that of a Christian to Ma-
hommedanism, The interesting convert in this
case is a Mr. Richard M, Melville, a civil ser-
vant of cthe government, and lately Deputy Com-
missioner of Sirsa-Punjab, He has assumed
the name of Sheikh Abdool Ruhman,
As in the case of the Rev. M. Loyson, so in
that ot Jr. Melvill a woman was at the bot-
tom of the business. He was smitten with the
charms of a daughter of Islam; but having al-
ready a Christian wife, and children of his own
in England, he renounced his faith, since in
India the civil law which governs marriages
follows religion. This change of faith is by-no
means urcommnon in Indis, for, as we learn
from the Times,  cascs of natives prefessing to
change their religion in order to get the matri-
moxzial advantages of both the Christian, and
the non-Christian Civil Law” are very frequent.
Thus we see that the same causes which occa-
sionally bring lewd priests to the knowledge of
the ¢ truth as it is in Jesus,” are in operation
in India, but with the effect of swelling the
ranks of Tslamism.

SreiriTisM. — The good people of Toronto
scem to be suffering under an outbreak of the
disease sometimes called ¢ Spiritualism,” but
more preperly designated as necromaney, or
devil-worship. To such {an extent has it pro-
cceded that it is noticed bothin the journals
and in the pulpit; the Globe devotes some
columns to a detail of the phenomena that have
presented themselves; and in asermon reported
in the same journal as having been delivered
by a Protestant minister, the Rev. A. Williams,
the marvels of Spiritism are set down as
supernatural, and most demeralising,

Now, if this be true, perhaps, after all, our
ancestors were not altogether wrong iu their le-
gislation against witcheraft and sorcery; were
net altogether worthy of the indiscriminate
censures passed upon them by their descend-
ants, Of two things ono. Spiritism, or by
whatever name the thing may be called, is
either Charlatanism or Devilry, and in either
case, falls properly within the ken of the Police.
We hazard no opinion of our ewn; but it is a
strange fact that all the pheomena of modern
“ Spiritism,” all the facts attributed to its pro-
fessors, bear a striking family resemblance to
the facts deposed to at the Witcheraft trials of
bygone ages. The ¢ Bledieum” is buta nine-
teenth century wizard; and his tricks and per
formances at o seance are almost identical with
the acts of dinbleric that we read of in ancient
records; mow if we arc prepared to admit the
first, we cannot refuse to give credit to the
others,

But whether Charlatanism or Derilry, the
Christian should have nothing t6 do with so-
called * Spiritism,” should take no part in its
seances, and give no countenance to any of its
professors. Insanity and immorality are its
fruits, and by these we may conclude that it is
not of God ; and the silly drivellings which its
profossors seck to palm upon the gaping audi-
ence as inspired utterances, as revelations from
the spirit world, should provoke the contempt
of all intelligent beings.

GREAT MorraniTy.—The Italian corres-
pondent of -the London Times describing the

inauguration of the Caveur Monument at Tu-

rin, on the 8th ult,, is struck by the mortality
that has swept away within a few years almest
all the leading men who formed part of Qa.
vour's band. Death has been busy in theip

ranks; 80 the Times’ correzpondent alluded to
says :— ,

“A gathering of Cavour’s friends round Cavonr’
moaument h.owever imposing cannot fail to be :
melancholy sight, for the Man summed up an epoch
and a generation, and it is appalling to consider the
havoc which death has made, not only among the
Balbos, the Alfieris, the Revels, the Perrones Gio.
bertis d'Azeglios, and the hundreds who openc’d th
way for his success, but also among the Farinjg tb:
La Farinas, the Casginis, and the hundreds wimm
he dlst_lngm_shed a8 his followera, and on whoge co.
operation his achievement mainly depended. T},
ranks of Ca.\:our’a juniors have been scarcely 1.;.’
ruthlessly thinned than these of bis seniors; and j
her eager and almost morbid anxiety to hi;nor hcn
dead, Italy would almost seem to evince misgivip :
about her ability to replace them "— Times Cor, &

This “ havoc which death has made’’ amgy
the Cavourites is but another example of th§
old saying that the Popg is a very dangerous
enemy to attack; some other illustrationg of
this truth we may expect to sec before long,

In our last we briefly noticed the death of
the Reverend Mr. Harkin, Parish Priest of
St. Columban, Sillery, which mournful intell.
gence rcached us just as we were
His death wus sudden.

On Wednesday, the 3rd inst., the re;nains of

this good and much lamented pastor were con.
signed to the grave, in the parish chureh of
St. Columban, amidst a great crowd of hig
mourning parishioners; large numbers of the
clergy were also present,
In a few touching words His Grace the
Archbishnp of Quebec pronounced the eulogy
of the deceased, and at its close, announced tl:;xt
Mgar. Persicoc had been pleased to accept the
pasteral charge of the parish, assisted by the
Rev, M. Gauthier, as hls vicar.

going to press,

Our readers are aware that the anti-Catholic
government at Geneva has driven the Catholies
from their own church at Geuneva, the church
of St. Germains, and handed it over to the
apostate priest Loyson and his associates. The
Catholics thus dispossessed lave purchased a
building, till lately used as a Freemason’s Hall
which they intend to fit up as a church in lia;
of thut from which they have been expelled,
The London ZTublet gives a very remarkable
fuct which shews Low false is the protence that
the Catholics of Geneva have acquicseed in this
state of things. The fact is this :—

“Of the chairs fn the Churcli—St. Germain—
which belonged to individual members of the con-
gregation, not one was left there by its owners after
the expulsion of the Catholics; cvery one, without
exception, being transported to the Templ Unigue,
the Luilding purchased by the Catholics in lieu of
their lost church, This do-s not look very much
as though the new schismatic congregation was
really any portion of the genuine Cathelic commu-
nity.—Tuablet, Nov. 8.

There has been much disputing on the sub-
ject of the taxof $500 levied upon butchers
keeping butcher’s shops clsewhere than in the
market. As guardiun of the City interests,
the Corporation naturally feels inclined to keep
up the reut of the stalls 1 the market, whiel of
course would decline in value were every one
at liberty to open a butcher's shop where he
pleased. On the other hand, in so far as the
convenionce of the public is concerned, it is a
great blessing to housekeepers to get rid of the
bother of having to trudge long distances to
the market in order to buy & pound of meat;
and there can be no rcason given why the trade
in meat should not be as frec as the trade in
fruit, or groceries, or any ether article of daily
consumption. It is to be hoped therefore that
some arrangement may be made by which,
without injury to the rovenuo of the City, er
to the rights of those who have leased marke$
stalls, the great convenience of private butcher’s
stulls throughout the City, may be maintained
and extended., The ¢ going to market” was o
horrid bore, and occasioned much loss of time
and mouey,

At the same time as butcher’s shops or stalls,
if not kept scrupulously clean, are apt to become
nuisarces in the Lot weather—it is proper that
they should be subjected to a close and fre-
guent inspection; and it would be just that
they should be subjected to a spocial tax suffi-
cient to eover the additional expence of that
special inspection,

STATE-SCHGOLISM IN NEW BRUNSWICK.—
The Liberal or anti-Catholic party in New
Brunswick are carrying out their iniguitons
law with a high hand; and by arrests and im-
prisonment, with which cven the Bishop is
threatened, are endeavoring to enforce their
odious scheme of compelling Catholics to pay
for Protestant schools, and thus contribute to-
wards the perversion of their own children.—
Pending the decision of the J udicial Committee
of the Privy Council as to the constitutionality
of the School Law, it would be well for the peace
of the Province if the Federal Government
could interfere to stap these proceedings on tho
part of the low bigots of New Brunswick,
whose sole object is proselytism, whatever they
may pretend to the contrary. Whether by 50
interfering the Dominion Government would be
guilty of violating the Federal principle in our
Constitution is a question on which we hesl-
tate to offer an opinion,




