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the power of numbers ; of combined and united
action of the parts of the one body; and has
forgotten the teaching of history in this con-
nection, ' :

YEsRs A0 the much-divided Presbyterian
and Mothodist bodies awoke to the unwisdom
of their divisions, and uniting their several por-
tions into an—at least—outward oneness, at
once advanced from insignificant and practi-
cally powerless factors in the State into impor-
tant and controlling elements, wielding an in-
fluence and attracting to their fold through
their very © bigness” alone. They have verified
the truth of the old adage, ‘‘ Union is strength,”
and have afforded practical proof of the power
that might be exercised by Christianity wore
the fulfilment of the prayer of our Divine Lord,
the Head of The Church, in its fulness of mean-
ing, not provented by the wicked divisions and
differences of those who bear His name, but dis-
obey His will.

For YEARS oarncst, far-sceing men in our
Provincial Synods have striven to remove this
cause of inferiority from The Church they love
so well. If we mistake not, tne first word
pointing in this direction was spoken on the
platform of the Synod of the Ecclesiastical Pro-
vinco of Canada by one of the delegation from
the Province of Rupert’s Land—the Rev, E. S,
W. Pentreath ; but he seemed to dream o those
who heard him; and it was several years thero-
after ero any offective action was taken, and
that ultimutely largely through Mr. Charles
Jenkins and Mr. W. J. Imlach, delegates from
the Diocese of Huron. It is not necessary to
follow up the various stops taken which eul-
minated in the Winnipeg Conference—an ever-
memorable meeting in the history of The
Church in Canada, Its suggestions have been
fully accepted by the Province of Rupert’s
Land, and virtuaily—sinee the changes made
do not in any material point operate to the an-
aulment of the Winnipeg basis—by the Province
of Canada, Tt is possible that the modifications
made may require the concurrence of the sister
Provinee, but that this will not be given is not
coneeivablo in view of the enormous importance
of the movement, the divergent interests and
the Diocesan projudices existing here to be met,
and the happy conclusion arrived at; leaving
the Winnipeg Scheme so little changed and put-
ting no bar in the way of the Provincial sys-
tem to which the Province of Rupert's Land
attached such importance. The modifieations
aceepted by that Province, the General Assem-

bly will then meet in Toronto in September
next,

Tue importance of that meeting who can es-
timate? If ever there was a time when earnest
supplication should be made by the whole
Church for ihe prevenient and assisting graco
of God, the Holy Ghost, it is, it appears to us,
nor, At it will be nssembled for the first time
in the history of this country the whole or
nearly the whole of the Episcopate of that true
branch of the Chiurch Catholic planted in this
land when it passed into the possession of the
British Crown, and only a little over a century
ago possessing ome solitary Episcopos. At
it will be the chosen representatives of the

Priesthood from tho 20. Dioceses which are now
embraced within the jurisdiction over which
the first Bishop Inglis presided. At it too will
be the chosen men of the Laity, ropresonting
the great body of the Church from occan to
ocean—brethren of the one fumily—many of
them meoting each other fuce to face for the
first time, and gathered togoether for prayerful,
woll-considored action in the interests of the
Church of Christ in this part of His world-wide
field.. Such a meeting will have—must havo—

from the mere fact of its composition, a far
greater im?ortance than any Provincial Synad
or Assembly.

BouT again the purposes of its mesting render
it of the gravest importance. Nuturally the
first and chief business will be the considera-
tion and, . we trust, the acceptance without
material change of the suggested ConsTiTUmon,
Just hero is where thore will bo found the neoid
ul once of wisc and solf-resirained action, It
is impossible but that delegates, drawn together
from such distant portions of the country, and
from distinct and independent dioceses, will
bring with them moroe or less of local interests
—nay projudices ; and it is possible that somo
of them may be thought of gruve enough im-
portance to be seriously discussed. But we

‘would venture to hope that the force of the

well-considored and well-debated action of the
Provincial Synods, accoptod as it will have been
more or less fully by the various Diocesan
bodies, will nol be overlooked; and that the
conclusions arrived at by them may be accepted
by the Assembly as fully and as prompily us
possible. We venture to hope that every mom-
ber may be so impressed with the greatnoss,
importance and dignity of the occasion as to
have no heart for trifling discussions, ¢.g., as to
the title of the presiding officer, whothor Pri-
mate or Archbishop, or as to whether the
Motropolitans of Provinces shall be styled
Archbishops or Metropolitans, Let not the
Church be lowered in the oyes of a keenly ob-
serving public by such quostions or discussions.

AssuuinNg the Constitution, with the assign-
mont of powers and subjects contained in the
schedule to Art. v., sceeplod, it will bocome
necessary to dvaw up and adopt Rules of Order
and Procedure, no provision for which is made
in tho scheme submitted. Possibly the rules
alrondy in force in the Provincial Synods might
be adapted to this body; and, if eo, but little
delay would be caused in proceeding to definite
determinato action upon any of the matters
coming within the jurisdiction of the Synod,
Unless, however, it i8 possible for the members
of both Houses to remain together in Toronto
for a considerable period (Presbyterians and
Methodists occupy several weeks, we believe,
in their Assombly), it might be & wiser course
to simply perfect the Constitutior, Rules and
Orders, and appointing Committees to reporton
the most important and pressing matiers for
the welfare and extension of The Church,
adjourn to meet at some future early day.
This course would probably secure more ma-
ture and well-considered action. On the other
hand, there are subjects which would seem to
command immediate attention: e.g., the Mis-
sionary and Educational work of the Church,

the adjustment of rolations between diccesos as
to Clergy and W, and O. Funds, and the trans-
fer of Clergy from one diocose to another.
Whatever courso may be pursued, it would bo
advisable in our opinion to eschew all matiors
upon which there would likely be misundor-
standing or dotormined ditforenco; and ono
such would be, it seems to us, tho question of
subdividing or roavvanging Provinces. Some
dioceses (as it is well known) have only yielded
assont to the Assembly scheme in considoru-
tion of the modification mado in thoe Winnipeg
Conference resolutions ns to the absoluto reten
tion of the Provincial system ; and any action
tending that way at the first meeting of the

Assembly would be, wo fear, misundorstood and
rosented.

Tnere would scom to be a practico growing
up in rogard to the administration of the Iloly
Communion, when there are & numbor commu-
nicating, which it is difficult to reconcile with
the words of the rubric appertaining to the
matter; and which is folt by many Communi-
canty as a personal wrong. We refor to the
omission of the specinl and proscribed formuly
in delivering the bread and wine to each roei-
pient.  Some clergy say tho words, “The Body
of our Lord Jesus Christ” onee, and then pro-
ceed Lo administer to the wholo tnble of reci-
pients.  The rubric is express in its terms:
“ Then shall the Minister first receive the Com-
munion in both kinds himself, and then proceed to
deliver the same ¥ * ¥ {o the peaple also in order
into their hands, all meekly Inecling. And whon
he deliveroth the Broad to any one ho shull sny,
The Body, ete.” * * # ¢« And the Ministor
that delivereth the Cup Lo any on¢ shall sny.?
Those directions can hardly bo said to o
obeyed when the P'riest says the formula onco
in the presence of & number of Communicunts,
not at tho momont delivering cither Broad or
Wine to any, and thea silently distributing the
elements Lo one after another of twenty or more
Communicants, We know that it is fell by
somne as a personal wrong, inclining them Lo re-
muin away from Communion; and the practico
is cortainly without rubricel authority,

Dr. Remensnyder, of Now York, in anarticle
on “The Great luropean Cathedrals” in the
June Homiletic Review, speaks of them as great
“moral forces, silent august teachers, whoso
cloquent Jessons are moulding the thought and
framing the spirit of the peoples in whose midst
they stand.” 1o remarks upon the foct that
in continentnl Burope “ theso cathedrals are in
the hands of Roman Catholies,” with but fow
exceptions, und argues that Romanism should
not be allowed 1o monopolize this potent in.
strnmentality—art in Christinn architecture,”
e too truly ndds, ¢ a gront difficully in the
way of Protestantism here lics in its divisions,
It takes a united Church to ercet a enthedral,

One can searcely form an estimate of the labor
and expenditure requisite to thisend, |, ,

It is evident, therefore, that until Protestantism
exorcises this fatal evil of selism division and strife,
building a half dozen rival churches in every vil
lage, it will nover be able to ereet a cathedral
church such as is found in every Luropenn city
of any size, and which edifices ure the glory of
Old World,” The italics are ours, The testi-



