Iy, faitbfully, and with deep humiliation of soul—
sincerely purposing, by Divine grace, that if
spared Lo enter upon a hew year we shall be
more zealons in the service of our blessed Master
than we have been in time past, and endeavo;‘lf
fully to realise the blessed assusance that ¢ His
service is perfect freedom.” _ )

The conviction that our best services are mark-
ed by imperfection, ought decply to humble us in
our review of (he pat—but wore particularly,
when we ascerfain, as we carnot fail to do if we
strictly scratinize our conduct, that we have
squandered away many precious hours, and ae-
glected many gracious epportunities, which, hai
they been rightly employed, and faithfully im-
proved, would have resulted in a greater growth
in grace and wisdomn, and a more perfect con-
formity to (he Divine image.

It is also profitable to meditate upon the rapid
flight of time, and the uncerlainty of human life.
How many of our feliow men, who, when the
present year commenced its course, Lid as fair for
long life as either the reader or the writer of these
plain remarks, have, nevertheless, been summon-
ed into the world of spirits—where that which is
fitthy shall be filthy still, and that which s hoty
shail be holy still. The young and middle-aged,
as well as the old—amongst whom,doubtless, were
many of our acquaintance and relatives—have
been removed ; and—solemn thought !—many,
very many, who shall commence the year ong
THOUSAND KIGHT HUNDRED AND FORTY-TW0, With
bright hopes ‘of many years of happiness, shall
also, ere that year shall terminate, be numbered
with the silent dead !—¢ Lord teach us to number
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wis-
dom.”

Ve are requesied 10 intinate, that a meeting of the
Sabbath Schools in connection with the Wesleyan Me-~
thodist Congregation, willtake place, as usual, on New
Ycar’s dsy morning, in the chapel, Great St. Janies
etreet—when an sddress to the scholars will be deliver-
ed. The parents and friends of the scholars, and all
interested in Sabbath Schools, are iuvited to altend.
The scholars to assemble at ten o'clock, and the exer-
cises 1o commenze ot hall-past ten precisely. After
the exerciscs have been gone through, the usual re-
_freshmonts of cake, &ec. will be furnishcd to the chil-
dren.

On Monday evening, January 3. the usual Tea Meel-
ing wilf be held, in conneetion with the Sabbath School
Anniversnry—wfwn a Reporl of the proccedings of the
past year will be submitted to the meeting.

Tie MoNTREAL PoCKET ALMANACK, AND GENE~
RAL REGISTER, FOR 1842, Price 73d. Montreal:
Starke & Co.

Tusis the title of the mest beautiful specimen of
typography which, we believe, has ever been
produced by the Canadian press. , It contains 80
pages of valuable ilformation, and reflects much
credit upon the publishers. The work may be
had of the different Booksellers, .at a price which
will place it within the reach of all.

“s" Our subscribers and friends are respectful-
ly informed, -that the ofice of the < Christian
Mirror” has been removed to the premises, Place
& Armes, formerly occupied by Mr. Herbert as a
Musical Warehouse, and next door to the Union
Bank—entrance by the green gateway.

—_—
TO CORRESPONDENTS.

We have much pleasure in acknowledging the
Teceipt of .another article Jrom the pen of Mrs. 7.
R-. Spooner—too late, however, for insertion in
this aumber : it shall appear in our nezt.

-

THE HRISTIAN MIRROR.
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.+ Forthe Christian Micror.
THOUGHTS ON PHRENOLOGY.
No. IiT.
Inmy lasi communication, I endeavoured to show
that a virtuous or vicious propensity depcuds not
on the physical structure of man, but oa the cha-
racier of his spirital nature. - This being proved,
it follows, that if the native tendency of the hu-
man mind be to do evil ratner than good, then is
the scripture doctrine of human depravily con-
firmed by Phrenology. What malters it whether

‘this tendency to evil be called ¢ a disposition of

the mind to abuse its orzans,” or ¢ iue natural
depravity of man, if the ideas be the same. Some
Phrenologists, (as mentioned in my first letter,)
dery this doctrine, on the ground that many of
the lower propensities arc unnecessary in a slate
of perfect mmnocence and security. Mr. Comsz,
when treating on these propensities, says :—
« Theologians who enforce the corruption of hu-
man nature, would do well to consider whether
man, as originally constituted, possessed the or-
gans of these propensities or not-  If he did pos-
sess them, it will be incambent on them to show
the objects of them in a world where there was
no sorrow, sin, death, or danger.”

Now, with all due deference to such a man as
Mr. Comse, I think it is for him to consider not
whether man, as originally constituted, possessed
these organs—but whether the mind of man is
the same in its character as when his Creator
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life. It is
for him to consider whence arises the tendency
in man to abuse his faculties. Aflter he has con-
sidered this, any theologian can show him that
man was never placed m a world where he was
not liable to sin; and being liable to sin, wasex—
posed to sorrowv, to danger, and to death. Hence
the necessity of the organs in question, in a state
of innocence and conditional security. | shall
dismiss this part of the subject by saying, that if
a man’s good or bad character be the tesult of the
pecaliar construction of his brain, then does hu-
man accoantability cease—jt being certain, that
we have no controul over the formation of our
heads., )

The proposition that on the organization of the
brain depends vice or virtue, must he false— for it
involves a contradiction: as, in this case, there
cannot be either. Moral character necessarily
supposes freedom of will and choice, which the
fate of organization renders impossible. The form
of the brain may make a difference in the talents
of individuals, and in the power lo acquire know-
ledge—it may make some men appear amiable,
and others sour and ill-tempered ; it may even
make, as it does, a great difference in the charac-
ters and peculiarities of Gad’s people ; but it iz not
the cause of vice or virtue, abstractedly consi-
dered. . Encepiaro,

oo
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SUMMARY OF NEWS.

ARRIVAL OF THE COLUMBIA.

Tm1s beautiful steampacket arrived at Boston on
Tuesday weck, after a boisterous passage of ahout
seventeen days. The political news is not im-
portant.——The distress among the people of En-
gland is very great. Relief, by emigrating, is
viewed with mnch favour.—-An incendiary at-
tempt had been made to burn the Horse Guards,
and St, George’s Barracks. It is said that Govein-
ment has ordered a return of all foreignersin En-
gland, the incendiary attempts recently made,
inducing a belief that there is some foreign treach-
ery concerned in the mischief. Thig we look upon
asdoubtful. ——Fevers are very prevalentin Lon-
dan.——There is a general and unfortunately a
too_well founded apprehension that in some parts
of Ireland a famine will exist, owing to the fai-
lure of the potatoe erop.——The great silver seal
of the Trish Exchequer ffas heen stolen from the
strong box in which il was kept.——Five hun—

-dred people have been thrown out of work in con-

sequence of the partial destruction by fire of Bar~
tholomew and Co.’s cotton works, near Glasgow.
Lbss estimated at *£40,000.——Owing to the bad
weather, the Zlustrious, having Sif Charles Bagot
on board, did not.leave the coast of England until
the 24th ull.——A number of fresh trocps have
been sent to China. Chantrey, the Sculptor,
is dead.——Her Majesty is doing well, she has
resumed taking her airings. The Christening of
the Prince is {o be as private as possible.——Lord

Elgin is dead.——An association is being formed
in England to encourage Emigration to British
North ~ America——More failares have taken
place. There had been 2 terrible explosion in a
coalpit near Bamsfield—many lives have been
lost, and several persons badly wounded.——Ano-
ther ahorlive attempt was made on the life of
Louis Philippe.—~—=The Tea market does not pre-
sent any varialions worth noticing.——We ob-
serve by a paragraph in a London paper that Lord
Stanley, in answer to a deputation from Scotland,
assured the gentlemen who waited on him, that
the subject of emipration was under the serious
consideration of ler Majesty’s ministers We
hope that Canada will feel som&of the benaficial
effects of this ¢ consideration.*?

Tue Queen Dowacer.—We learn by the Co-
lambia that the bealth of the Queen Dowager
of England is much improved. The following
was the last Bulletin issued prior to the departure
of the packet :—~

¢ The improvement of the Queen Dowager’s
health annonnced in the lust bulletin has continued
up to the present time, and there is every pros-
pect of her Majesty’s gradual recovery,

D. Davis, M. D, "

«-Under the contimuance of the present favour-
able symptoms, no further bulleting will be is-
sued.’ ) :

Tue INFaANT PRINCE.—We have reason to be-
lieve that Her MaJesty has expressed a disinclina-
tion to perform any act in consequence of which
the new-born beir to the Throne would be ad-
dressed by a ftitle similar to that by which his
illustrious father is designated and addressed. 1t
is also said that both to the Premier and the Lord .
Chancellor, this feeling on the part of hér Ma-
jesty has been made the subject of a formal com-
munication, for the purpose of ascertaining how
far, with due regard to established precedent, it
can be acted upon in settling the style of the in-
teresting subject of the inquiry. ¢ The infant
Prince is the appellation which is used through-
out the Household, when speaking of the Royal
infant ; and this title is understood to be that for
which her Majesty has expressed a decided pre-
ference.—Globe.

The Queen, we anderstand, has already sketch-
ed a likeness of the infant Prince, which will im-
mediately he lithographed. The vesemblance is
said to be perfect, and the circumstances under
which it was made cannot fail of giving it an
interest peculiarly its own.—John Bull.

Tur Royay, Clintstesing.—The baplism of the
infant Prince, it is romoured in circles likely
to be well informed, will not take place until Fe-*
bruary, immediately after Parliament assembles,
In confirmation of this rumour, we have teason to
believe, the instructions veceived at the Earl
Marshal’s Office, where all such state ceremonials
are arranged, are not of that urgent nature as if
the ceremony were totake place this month. The
ceremony will be performed in town.

The Royal christening, which is espected lo’
take place in about a week within St. George’s
Chapel at Windsor, will be attended with.cir-
cumstances of peculiar pomp and grandeur. Not
the least ~urious of the contingencies arising out of
it, however, is that which will affect onr present
venerated and venerable Archbishop. Dr. How-
ley will be the first primate of England, who
has crowned and married the reigning Sovereign,
and afterwards baptized the heir apparent of the
throne. .

Liverproor. CorN Marker.—The trade has
continued in an inanimate state. Flour has gone
off slowly at 86s. to 37s, per barrel for United
States. The ratesof impor(s have declined 1s per

uvarter for wheat ; 1s. 6d. for oats ; 7J. per barrel
or flour, and have advanced 12, 6d. per quarter for
rye. . .
yNov. 27.—Wheat is at present 4s. 84, per
quarter dearer than it was on the 29th Nov. last
year. At that time it was 61s. 8d.; it is now
66s. 6d, per quarter.—Liv. Albion, Nov. 29. -

——

Canapa.—Sir Richar! Jackson has, by Procla~'
mation in the Canada Gazelle, called the Registry
Ordinance into force from the 31st December,
and, for the purposes of the Act, has divided the
former Province of Lower Canada into Districts
which, in geperal, correspond with the m‘nnicipni
divisions now existing. A second Procjamation
makes alterations in” the number of Municipal
Coauncillors for Quebec, Montreal, Betthier, and

Sydenham. The appointments are not yet gazetted,



