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FiirT Scas.-The< Cottae on ithe Fronuer.

As to G irac, n the first place. What injury
witi$ she doing to a w'omanl who w'as dlead ?

Tle uetStionf answered itself. No injiury to

the wuomattn. No injury to lier relations. ler

relations wereir dead also.

A to Lady Janet, ini thte second place. If

elhe served lier new mistress faithîfulliy ; if ie
tiilel her new splitre lihonurably ; il she wts

Iiligent under instrtc'tioI and gratful for

kilnt«-fi, ln one word, she was all that
le iniglit lhe and would lbe in the lecavenly

peaceand stecurity o1 that new lifc'-what

injuîry wasi shle doing to LadyLi iiJaiiet ? (ncle
ire'the question answered itstelf. shenight,

and woulid, give Lady Jane cause to iless the
day whien Aie first en tt'ret1t he hou se.

She snahthed up ColonIe Roseberry's letter
and put it into the case with the other papers.
T'l opportunity was befor'' ier ; the chances
were all iin ber favour ; her conscience said
nouthiing agaiist trying Lthe dtring scheme.
She deided thlen and there:

'IIl do1 it !"
Something jarred on ter finer sen'se, some-

tlin.g offendedi her better nature -f she put
the Casei into the pcket of lher drest. Se aliaid
de cided, auid i'et shie was fot ait ease; shei ws
not quite sure of having fairly questioned her
conscience yet. What if ihe laid the l'ette'r-
cas on th a table again, and w'ai t-i t until her
ex.itenent had all cooled dtown, and then iuput
the cottl[tal project soberly on>it ( trial
befotre lier Own seil" of riglt hand wrong ?

Sihe thouiight oce-and littated j-fre
she1oul think tithe distant tramp oif
marching fotstep and the distant clter of
hr' hoofs w're watdil to lier on the niglit
air. The Gerrnans were enlte.zr]tin thevilhage !
Ini a f-ew iu Mute's mor'' the ,y woul d appear in
the cottage; tley would sunnhioiier t4) gi ve
an aiut of hertf. Tiher' wasi no tim for
waiting util she wa composd agairI. Whieb
shold it be--the new lif', as race Rose-
berry? or the old life, as Merciy Mrrick ?

She looked ftor the last time at th" 'bed.
Grace cou'rxhe waii-, ; Grace fut tIr.' was at
Ler dis'po.'il. lHe'r re'solute nat're, fored tt
a choie on the intant, heltd by the daring
alternative. She persistted in th determina-
t>tin to take Grace's place.

The' trampin fotA ps of th Germians
caie neatrer ai liarer. h''lie voice S of the
i'î?eersi were audible, giving the words of
commiandl.

Shle st'at ed herself aut the table. w-ai-titig
steadily for what was to comte.

Tle in.raib instinct if the sox dirtd
L-r eyes to her drss, l'fore the' Grnans
appeared. Loo"king it over to see tihat it was
iii pirfect aorder, he"r eyts fel upni the red
r I o ler left hlnt;1er il i mlolnt it

struck her that lier nurse's ostunt' tig'ht il-
volv' litr in a needho risk, it as iat
ier with a publie piîitiou ; itmight 'a i to
inquiri i,,tat a later t imxu e, iaid those inuiti iri

iht etrar her.
She ltok riiidui. 'lie grey'ci coik wlih h

hle had lent to Grave-t attrat her atittin.
Sh- took it up, anid overed lierself with it
fron ii'l ta foot.

TheCloalk w'as just arranged r ou-d hier
wlhen she ieand thi, out'r door thrust open,
atn v'oicSpaking iu a straie tongue,îi'. and!
armns groulnded ii the room bhindi her.
Shubtil hi wait to b dis'overed ? or shoild
Slh show lierself of lier own aticortf ? t t was.
hî-is trving to uçclh a nature as h'rs to sho
herself than to Nait. She uiadvcedh ta enîiter
the kitchen. The canttvas c urtain, asisho
str-tced ont, lier haînd to it; t as sudtlenly
drawn bac)k froi the other si, and thre
inen confronted her in tlhe open doorway.

CHAPTER VN.
THE iRRMM SRoioN

'l'x youngest of the threî rtrangers--
ju'Iging 'y fe'aturms, complexion, and manner
-wasi ilîparenxtly an l ishman. H w're a
ilitary cap and military bo.t- but was

Otherwise dressed as a civilian. Next to himu
stoIt lan, otficer in Prutssian uniforto, and iext
to the otilceir was the thirid and the lest of
the party. 110e H Wo n'as ildresed i iifluniformii,
luit lis appearance wats far froin lieing ig-
gestive Of the appenrane ofii a iiltiary' maun,
Ile halteid on anc foot, he stotpe at t
shollîdetrs, ati instead of a s word at his sit'
hi !Carried a stick in his hianL. A ftr looking
tilhrilih a large pair of tortoise-slîell spe'-
ta lsfirst at Mercy, tili it lte ied, thten aill
rouidl tht rotn, lie turn'iel witlh a Cynical
oposure of imnnettr to th 'russia n ofile'r,

ant broke thte' ftl'ncoin'l thiese' words
"A wonan fil on the liedi anoth'r woian

i attendaîneî on her, aid no oin e lse in the
roa1. Any nc'ssity, major, for setting a

ualird here ?
" No nece's'ity' nisiwere tht' major, e

whuledýl round on lits heel an r'trnd to tlie
kUitchen rTho Utrnan surgeon advanced a

little, led by his professional instinct, in the
direction of the bedsido. The young E nglish-i
mni, whboso eye's hat remained riveted ni
admiration on Mercy, drew the canvas screen
over tii doorway, and respectfuîlly addressed
her in the French lagutige.

" May I ask if I amn speaking to a French
lady?" hie said.

" I an an Eigti8liwonan," Mercy replied.
'l'lTe surgeon heard tht answer. Stopping

short en is way to the bed, lie pointed to the
rectumble'nt figure on It, and said to Mercy, in
good Englisi, spoken with a strong Germarn
accenit-

: ti I lie of any tse thetrel ?"
Ilis marntr was i rojcaily eoirteou, lis

harsl voice was pitc-led in on ardonic
noxiotony of toie. M'ercy took an in-

staritaneouts dislike to this hobblling, ugiy li'
mati, staring at ber rudty througlh lhis great
tortoise-slhll spectacles

SYou canli bet of lio use, sir," st said,
shortly. ' 'tht ilady was killid whlen your
trooips shelled tii's cottage."

Tlt E gilishtnmn startel, and look'd coin.
passionately towards tl hd. 'Tle Gernian
refrshled hlhntlf witl a pinh of sniitY, and]
put alother i'stion :

liasI t llody be'n xamin by a miIcal
marIn?" le a-k. Meriv unîraUiious l lmitted
her r'ply to the on't ie neessary wordIlYe s "

Tihe presenut srurgeon was not a nan to b'
daunte-d by a tly's hdisaptjroîv-al tf hlim. le
wntt inwith hllis q:tin.

l Wh o h us exailin thleti body ?"' he iiiquiir-
ed next.

Mercy a nwrd, " dotor attacedIit tto
tie' French-lu 'amibulîanet.'

Th Grman Iigritd- in .cont tuus di
approval of all Fr'nchmen and all French
insttutions. 'Th" Eniglihan seized his first
opportunity of addrtss iimis'lf't o Mercy
oni,, more

Slt tlie aiy a coiitr' womn iiof ors '?" hei
a-k-ed g-litly.

,îcon -id b'for-she lit answered'im.
Witl the 0 tob-et sheît, h-t in view. there mighît
l'e frius r-exo fîr paking witi 'extremliet
caution whln sho sp-ke of Gra-.

I blievssh-- sii- -said. " W met liere by
ac-cident I know o nothin of her-"

l Not v'en lr nam? Yinquired the Ger~
mai Surgeon.

Me-rcy's resoîiutio'în-was ha-r it'- equal yett to
giving lier own name c ly ai th' naie of
G rav . S lu-took rt-fuge' in riadi il'- jai

"Not evlen ber name : s repeat- ob-
stinlately.

Th' old man tar'd at h'r m-'re' roudev
than e'ver-aonsidreiiid with ims i-andf-itok
ti' camile from the talei. H hobed biack
to the lied, anti exini te tre laid Ili it
lin sihlnce. The Engli.shman icowntned thet,
onv-rsationu iîni .nr e -ailing the- inrt'St

that lit feult in th'-beti'-xifiul oraiin-who stoodi
before iiîi.

'fardon' , -h- sai vou aIr' v-ry young
tl be aloneit in wvar-itm, in sneh-I a place las
this.

The suddn outbreak of a disturblant in
th'- kithni rt'eleve -rv frtm an irun m-
diiate t-ncesity f'r anwrintg hii he' 'ear
ihe voice' of tii wnddt, ' nii-i raii -hin fe'l
r-montra t-. andi t ' ha4r-h comni hf tle
forchizin îticî, -ididiig thmli le Isilent. The
genrou-s insti>ntts of tii-h w'nu lî-ainlstantly
tre'vah ttove evelry persoal onsidtieration
imp d on li-r bv the pos-itioxnwhit-h iish. hatd

mi-'I. ckes hlthersh litrai-d her-
oif anot at nur in t tlFrenh lainillaun''e,

se intantly dr-w aside thte caris to enter
tIie kitenî'îî. A tGernan senittinlx barredI ie
way to elr, an min icd, in his own lai-
gx age', thaut n t t ers w'tre adTi t-. Th
Englii sixmani polit-ely in t-rposinîî-g asked if
slie ladi au lial object in 'ishing to en-
ter the roomn.

4 Thie pu tiFrenclme'i!"he said earestly,
heir heiart ipiraithing elr for auving frgotten
i'tem. 'Telit poor wuntidedt "neFrenicimlen !-

'[T' Ge-rian.i surgeonfr otaced tram the?
bedside, and toik teiatter utp before th)e
Eniglishnixî couli say a wordl nore.

'i Youave nthlinig tot do w ith thlîe w-oun tîded
irenhnen hei croakediin te aIrshie> t înotes

af hits voice. " lThe wountied Frenchmen are
my bisiness, anti not yotiurs. Tliy are r
prisne'rs, and they. are being otave-d to iur
amu>lha . I am Ignatiuns Witzell. hief of
the inedical stadt-n I t t]yo t bh s. Illid

Our tngue. het tirn t tli sentiu.ant nt
îtlited ui tninGerma ': lIraw' tthetCurtiain aajtn

Mind if thu wouan persists, put hîler back tinto
ttis onot with y'ouîr on Ihaînd.''

Mlercy :ttemîipte'dti to reimlonstrate. Tht
Fnglimi aItn> respct-ifulyi took lier armn and
tdrtw er out of tle sentiiel's reachli

i i t iL uiseless to r-sis,' ie sai. Il I
G>ernriu disciplin iiever g'ives waV. Ti-re
is not tlue tleast noud to eli uns abot tlie
Frenchimteil. T ambuanc u r Sirgiu
W'etze, is admiraly adinuistered I an et-r
for it, thm mn will bt wtil treattd." Hi sai
tli te'ars iilier eyes a, s hit sp lke l;his adi,; îi ra-
tion for litr ros rhiglhîr nitiigier. '-4Kind

ai we*llils beautifl," he thiuxghi t vIlhitIl u
charming re nrt' !'

-Welil''1.said i Ignati us Wetzel ,ày(,ing
M1 ery' sr ni>tli' hroungh hiIls spectt-le"s. ' A re
you satitified ? And wi yoiu hou 'xr
tongue ? '

Slo yielded; it was plainly ugeless to per

sist. But for the surgeon's resistance, her
devotior to the wounded mon might have
stopped lier on the downward way that she
was going. If she could only have been ab.
sorbed again, mind and body, in ber good
wort as a nurse, tho temiptation might even
yet have found ber strong enough to resist it.
The fatal severity of the German discipline
hai snapped asunder the ltas tie that bound
lier to ber better self. Her face hardened as
she walked away proudly from Surgeon
Wetzel, and took a chair,

The Englishman followed lier, and reverted
to the queition of lier prescrit situation in the
cottage,

ut DonIt suppose that 1 want to alarm your,"
h', saIT. " ere is, I repeat, no. need to be
auxions about the Frenchmen, but there is
erious reason for anxiety on your own ac-

count. iThe action wil! be rnewed round
this village by daylight; you ought really to
be in a place of satfety. I am an ofiicer in the
English army-my nrame is Horace Holmeroft.
I shall be deliglhted to be of use to you, and I
ran be of use, if yo nwill let me. May I ask
if voa iv'n-travelling ?"

Mercy gathered the cloak whici conecéaled
lier iurse's dress more closely round ber, and
committed herself sitently to lier first overt
art of deception. She bowedi her head in the
aflirmative.

î Art you on your way to Eigland ?"
O Yes.C

In that tcase, i c(an pass you through the
Germax hie, axid forvard you at once on
your joinelt'y."

Mercy looked at him in unconcealed sur-
prise. lis strongly-felt interest in ber nas
restraitn-i within the strictest limits of good
br'eeding; lie -was uninntakably a gentleman.
Did i he r-a meaxnwhat hli had just said ?

V ou cati passi me through the German
lines ?" hie rep.ated. Il You must possess
extraordiiarYî influen'e, sir, to be able to do
that."

Mr. lloraet' Holmroft smiled.
1I po"tess the influi!eice that no one can

re-it," he answired-I! thet influence of the
P'res. I an serving hir-e a-swr-correspon-
dPnt of o uof our great ELnisii.h newspapers.
If I ak him. te commandingq oflicer will
graut you a puas. le is close to this cottage.
What do yoi say ? '

She. sunmone-d lner resolution--not w'ithoutt
difilciulty,', even now-anidl took him at his
word.

Il I gratefuly acept youru off-r, sir."
l uadvaiced a step towartds the kit-chen,

"It ruay be well to nake the application as
privately ai; poosibe,' b said. -I shall be
questioneid if i pass thrigh that room. Is
there no oiithr way out of the cottage ?e"

Merty howehimri the door leading into
the vart. le boed-and left lier.

Shie looked furtively towaris the German
surgTeon. Igniatins We-tzel wnas againr at the

d, bediinig over the tody, and apparently
aibsorbcet in txami niiing the wouiun'which hadt
ben irndicted by the shell. Mrev's instine-
tiv e aversion to the iold man incrased tenfold
low that she w-as eft aloie with himin. She

ithdrw uneiasily to the witiow, and looked
out at the moon(Iilighiýt.

lad she commiiitted herself to the franud?
H1ar1dy. ye t. She had! coinmittedt herself to
retiring to Er!anid-nothing more. There
was nîo nîecetsity. thls far, whichi foricti lier
to pres.qnit herself at Mahlethorpe Hiouse, in
Griace. place. There was still tine_ to recon-
sider lier resolution-still tixne to write the
ainecounîIt of the accident, as s'e liad proposed,
and to sendi it wit the ltetter-case to Lady
Janet lRay. Suppîose she tinailly decided on
taking this cournse, nwhîat wa-.s t-o become of ler
wheii shie founid herself ii Enigland again ?
There n-as no alternative open, but to apply
onice more to lier friend the Matron. 'Tiere
was nîothing for lier to do but to return to the
Retfuigi

The iefige! The Matron! What past
association with theste t o was now presenting
itself uninvited, and tnking the foremost
plac in lier mind ? Of whoui n-as h1e now
thinking, in that strange place, and at that
crisis luilier life ? Of the niai whose w'ords

ihad found their way to lier heart, nhose indiiuî-
tnce liant strengtheied and cotmforted ber, in
tie, chapel of the Riefuge. One of the finlest
passaigs inî l his scrmîton htad been especially
devotedtt l by Julian Gray o w'arning the con
gregation wihoi lie ad tressed agaiinst the
legrading iiftindueesof fleho nditdeceit.
The trmi inii nlwhich lie hadl appealeil to the
iisorale womnlîn round hini-ternms of smvi-
pathy id etiouiragement ilever addresseud to
thonmx before-'ciane 0back to Mercy Merrick as
if slhe lid leard thein an iour sice. She
turned deadly pale as they now pleaded with
lier once more, 'iOh! h tIt'whispered to
hlerself, as she thioughît of what she iad
piurposed and plannlitd what have I done ?
what hav 1 e I inti'"e

Sh,. tu>ried froin the wino with sone
vague idtea iii lier itind of folloi-ing Mr.
Ilmtriertft and calling luii> bactk. As she
fate'îd the bed lagain, she also confroit-ed Ig-
natits Wtetz't. île ws juit steppin forard
ta speak to lier wtithL awx ite handkerchief--
the haîntikerclief which sIhe hald let tto Grace
-. heldt up ibn his hand.

tTo be contimied'l

Gounod bas written a new chorus, iThe
Wolf and the Lamb," for the choral society at
Spa.

The Milan public, enchanted with Signor
Verdi's I Aida," have presented him with a
splendidly jewelled sceptre.

Kopp, the great Paris Comedian, committei
suicide receniity owing to legal troubles, leav-
ing a fortune of 150,000 francs.

The uînveiling and presentation to the New
York Municipality of Walter Scott's monu-
ment will take place to-day (Saturday).

A daughter of Signor Arditi, the celebrated
composer and conductor, will appear for the
first time this seasion in Paris at the Italiens.

fils Excellency the Governor.-General of
Canada has given his special patronage to
the Rosa dl'Erina's musical evenings in
Canada.

The autograph letters, orders, memoranda,
etc., of the Czar Peter .the Grcat, including
those of a private as wel1l as of a public charac-
ter, are shortly to be published under the aus-
pices of the Russian Government.

Henri Rochefort has received $10,000 from
a London publishing-house for the English
translation of his I lHistory of the Second
Empire." 1'he principal feature of the work
is a detailed biography of the ex-Empress
Eurgénie previous to ber marriage to Napoleon
III.

It is proposed to organize an art association
in Ontario under the name of "u The Ontario

Society of Arts " It will include in its mem-
bership al who follow art as a profession,
whether male or female, including painters,
sculptors,architects, civil engineers, draughts-
men and enxravers.

Four thoxus-mnd three htindred and sixteen
works were published in Germany durinz the
first six months of the present vear. It is
characteristic of the country that of these the
greatest number-550 were works of instruc-
tion, and the next-500, theologicail publica-
tions, novels numbering only 135, and theatri-
cal and musical works 131.

The Poet-Laureate's new voluma is to be
published by Messrs. Strahan & Co., on the
24th of Oc:tober. It will contin a new
Arthurian tdyll, t1 Garuet/," which will recount
hoi' that personage came to Court in disguise,
served there, andi at length, In face of scorn,
approved hirnself a true knight. This, with
41 The Last Tournament," which w-ill also be
included in the new volume, completes the
Arthurian seris.

The exhibition of antiquities an the Hôtel
de Ville, Paris, has just been enriched by a
very valuable object, belîonging to M. Coekuy
-thec sceptre of Mary Stuîart. It is about
thirty-two inches lonz, and artistically carved
in ivory, with portraits of the Qîueen and lier
husbaud, as vell as the emblenms, devices, and
artn of Scotland, England, and Francis L. of
France. ITt bears the date of 1553 and is coni-
posed of four pieces, nounited in brass, and
adniied with medaltions in silver.

The recent tisetic tizzle of that notorious
bruiser, Mister James Mace, recalls a sentence
wvritten in i864 by Charles Lever on Louis
NapoIleon, who was then lit the pinnacle of
his famne, but whom Lever aliways regardetd
and nrote of as a political charlatan. He
say's :-" Nothiing shall persuade me that the
Emîperor of the French is other than a third-
rate man, wsho mighlt iossibly have distin-
guiisied huimseif as a police funtionary or a
solieitor, but has as muiieh claimi to higli state-
craft as Jem Mace to be an authority on the
PetateuchK

John Walter, Esq., of the London Times,
receutlv hal all his literarv and mechanical
staff-ver three hundred in nuimber-at his
cou ntrv-seatI Bearn-oot Hall, and gave then a
graad banquet. The only newi'spaiper man in
this country who does the same kindi of thing,
thougli on a larger scale, is Mr. Chiîldîs, of the
Philatelphia Le jer. He takes his entire force
once a year to Cape May, or some other cape,
gives thei a superb entertainment, makes
miany presents, and keeps the lives of his; prin-
cipal editors, cashiers, etc., Wl iinsured for
the benîett of their families.

b The well-knows'n Frenth novelist, the Vi-
coxitesse Cisterne <te Courtiras de Saint-Maîrs,
aliIs the Conitesse Dash, has just diei at
Piris of rheun ati c gouit, at iie age of sixty-
seven. lier works were umttterous, w-ell writ-
tin, atid takitig. although not ofany striking
imuportance, and in some cases not particularly
reimarkablel fr their norality. ler characterts
were principally tranfrtu the higher ranks
of society, andl hier suibjcet frequentIy chosen
from ihistoriecl traditions, hier style being in
all cases especially t'asyail gracetfuil. Amonîîgst
others of hier w'ritings wive inay mention el Ma-
daue c lii Sallière, ii ,lLa Princeslise de Conti,"

Lo Nain dit Diable,"Il La Pomme d'Evt',"
1Mtîîte Rolespierre,'" La Belle aux Yeu.

d'or" andl Notre Daine dos Belles Fontaines."
The Couintess, who, by-the-bye, took to litera-
ture ou accounît of great pecuuniary lasses, also
collaborated with the elder Dumas in some of
his writings.


