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- After the ladies’ return . from their
visit, Mary and L.\d) Elizabeth devoted
all their time to comforting the fugitives
who came to them from evu-y quarter.
Bvery day some of their faithfal mes-
sengers ventured into Dublin to make
some purchase, while tlieir own skilful
hands were busily “employed making
clothes for the sufterers, especially tho
women and children. The winter v
an unusually severe one. for Ir eldnd
and not many weeks. had passcd when
the peasants came to announce that
Father Fitzsymons had- fainted ‘away
~;the’ previons, Sunday: at. the. conclusion
; ‘of his' Mass; had been borne to his hut,
v and - lay there, havdly able to speak or
"+ breathé. L‘ld)‘ Elizabeth’s orders were'
© sufficient for them. A stretcher: was
. prepared with. plenty of. coverings, and
a party.of. strong - men orrrmmed who
“ would bear the word-out labover to the
welcomc prepared for him. 5o ‘

It was r1ccomphshed, andwhen Father
1‘1t/symons was' safely laid in the bed
80 carefully arranged “for him; his many.
‘devoted fnends swere wonderf‘ul]y
cheered.

“As.soon as he could speak after the
-exhaustion of liis transit, he turned
with a smile. to Lady. Elizabeth,

T was not worthy; then, to diesome-
tht after the. fi 1~hlon of blessed Fran-
‘cis Xavier,"

Sy e To1-rr1ve me, thher’ she answered
- meek]y wif I h'u‘e robbed Fou;-twas
~more, than our poor. ‘hearts could hear.”

“ Hptried to reply -in- some : playful
Word but conghing cut him short, and

. presentlya gush of blood ¢ from his
| thouth’ delufrcd the bed- -covering. !
-« For'many d'x) s after this he could not

:looks; “which"
'vhxle ‘on" his ' fe there :dwelt: an
habitual peace and . repdse beautiful it
)ehold de(rrees‘ ;bceame; ble: to

speak
'(l‘w

“I'many of his brethren in 10110‘xon i ‘one
v d\wmse ot another,” contm\'ed ‘tasyisit

'.l ke him, only always too:few, in 0\'(‘:1)

tell him. for'the last time the secrets of

‘seemed to - satisfy them.:

‘that he, like the trite father of their
“I'souls as he. had always ‘Deen, was but’

‘approve of. that; it Wwill leave you too . ™

: ftloublous tnnes. :
utter a word: ﬂe spohe only: by his |.
“as, bright-.asfever, |

ka httle, thou «rh his str enfrth cbhed
by.d.w : . ’ )
M‘ls was s.ud lel) in his:

him. - Nor was that all; ‘as tlie’ nows
/| of his.wheveabouts, and of the fatal na-
ture of his sickness becanie known smony
Catholies, many other priests -came to
see him.  Franciscans, Carmelites, Do-
minieans, -and many- of the ‘secular
flocked 1o his sick bed. s vigorous
intelleet, and the peculiar joyousness
and hopcfulnus of his character, had
made him universally- beloved and loo]\ed
up to..: Tears were rvolling down the
cheeks, not only-of women but of ‘men,
at the thou(rht of losing. him, Priests,
who had themselves to be leaders in the
hard struggle—to sustain the burdens of
others—to encourage the down-hearted
and strengthen the sinking soul—had.
been wi onb to come to him in their own ..
hom"~ of doubt -and: despondency: = He
wis one of those—and- there, are,some

‘we—bemdc whose defuh bcd men . are
wont to:stand and sa ¥, ¢ th\t %h‘\ﬂ wo
do without him ?”’ ‘
The once clear, . silver- toncd vonce
could only wutter faint ‘swhispers now’;
but as one after another of his . brethen
or friends ‘knelt down to his pillow to
their souls, his .murmured _responsc
One: after
another rose up and left the. room,; as
though they had. received a str onﬁth to
be'u' them. onwards for a brief thoulrh :
sharp strurrrrle——fls though they realis ed

going homg, to wait- f‘or thcm on the
sternal shovo:

Lady: Elizabeth one ch) seqtcd her
self by his side to read a p.\per to-him,,
which she held in her hand.  When she
had finished he said, # Child, T hardly s

little for )ouxsolf T-do not ‘say 1\00])
what will sustain.your ranl" for that L7
know well you' dcsplse H
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