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trials vhich Maria had daily to encounter, and from his soul he

pitied her-" pity it:has been said sà akin to love," and so à
proved with William.

Three years passed on and the only change in Maria was,
that the b ,ddings ofearly beauty now blossomed into maturity,
and that chaste, pure mind which had been suppressed by al-
most unpaialleled trials, now burst forth vith an energy peculiar-
ly its owvn, and soaring in its native excellence rose above mnis-
fortune, giving to the countenance an expression of animation
and loveliness scarcely to be equalled. Maria's heart was also
susceptible of kindness, it ,had been formed in the mould of
aflection, how.could she then live witblout loving, and. whom
could she love but the individual iwhom alone on earth seemed
to care for ber ? ifgratitude filled ber heart,its overflowings were
of a more tender nature, like those of pity, they were nearly
&alin to love.1

The accumulated trials and mortifications to which she vas
hourly exposed did not extort even a murmur,-ler. angelic face
still beamed with.contentment, unless 'when she found it im-
possible to conical from Willian tbeir effects upon ber feelings,
to soothe the anxieties felt by hiin on her account, to render his
perceptions obtuse as to ber real] situation, or provo to him by
an air of cheerfulness that the arrows ho witnessed fell harmless,
vas now the great business of ber existence. In truth William
and Maria were a pair of interesting lovers, their confidene
vas so entre, their manners so natural and similar, with minds

so superior, and hearts so devoted, that it seldom falls to the lot
of any one to ho intimately acquainted with a couple so gifted by
nature, and apparently so fitted to render each other happy.
This state ofafihirs bad continued about two years, and as both
wcre young, delay was ofno consequence, seeing that it energiz-
cd both mind and affection-when a succession of events took
place in the moreant's family giving a total change to the
monotony of the scene. William vho had hitherto been em--
ployed only in his iather's counting house, had anelegible situa-
tion offered him as principal clerk in a firm of great eminence


