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trials ‘which Maria had dmly {0 encounter, nnd from hls soul he
pitied her— p:tyxtlms bcen saxd is ul\m to love,” and 50 1t
proved with William. g :

" Three years passed on and the only chnnue in’ Maria ‘was,
that the buddings of early beauty now blossomed ‘into" mnlumy,
and that chaste, purc mind swhichhad been- suppressed by al-
most unparalleled trials, now burst forth with an energy peculiar-
1y its own, und sodring. in-its mhve e}\cellence rose ;above. mis-
fortune, giving io the countenance an expression : of animation
and loveliness scarcely to be equalled. ., Marin’s heart was also
susceptible of kinduess, it .had. been: formed  in the mould- of
affection, how could sho then live - witliout loving, and. whom
could she love but the individual .whom:alone ‘on earth seemed
to care for her ? if gratitude filled her heart,its ovelﬂowinrré were
of :a more tender nature, hlxe those of plty, they were.. ncarly
“.akin to-love.” o : s

The accumulated trials nnd mortifi cahons to whxch shc was
hourly exposcd did not extort even a murmur,—her. angelic face -
still beamed with'. conlentment, unless when she I‘ound it xm-
possnblc 16 conceal from lellam their eﬂ'ecls upon her fcelmws,
to soothe the anxieties felt by him on hcr account, to rendcr his. .
pcrcepuons obtuse as: to her real s;tuatxon, or pwvc to him by..
an wir of cheerfulness that the arrows he thnessed fell harmless,
was now the «re'\t business of her cxistence, In tmth “William
and Maria were a pair of interesting Iovers, their conﬁdcnco
was so ‘entire, their manners so natural’ and sxmxlnr, with minds.
so superior, and hearts so devou.d that it seldom falls to-the lot
of any one t6 he intimately acquainted with a coup[u so gifted by
nature, and apparently so fitted to render each other happy.
This statc of affitirs had continued about two years, and as both
were younc delay wasof no consequence, Seeing that it cnergiz-
ed both mind and affection—when a syccession of events fook -
place in the merchant’s’ family giving a total change to the
monotony of the scenc. William who had hitherto been em-
ployed only in his father’s counting house, had an elegible sitva-
tion offered him as  principal clerk in a firm of great eminence



